Thursday, January 13, 2022

OFF PAGE ONE

East Oregonian A7

Continued from Page Al

The port reported it
received notification from
DEQ on Jan. 10 of an assess-
ment of a civil penalty for
violations of its wastewater
disposal permit. According
to the release, the port will
work in collaboration with
DEQ toward finding solu-
tions.

“The Port takes this
matter seriously and looks
forward to help from DEQ,
working together as environ-
mental stewards, to develop a
long-term solution that will
be a win-win for Port indus-
tries, local farmers and the
region,” according to the
statement.

“The Port of Morrow has
been working cooperatively
with DEQ on the content of
this action,” Port of Morrow
Executive Director Ryan
Neal said in the press release.
“We look forward to jointly
developing a resolution.”

Under a DEQ water qual-
ity permit, the port collects
nitrogen-rich wastewater
from food processors, stor-
age facilities and data centers
at its industrial parks near
Boardman, which it then
reuses to irrigate neighboring
farm fields growing potatoes,
onions and other high-value
Crops.

But according to the
agency, the port violated its
permit more than 1,000 times
from 2018 to 2021, exceeding
the limit on how much nitro-
gen can be safely applied to
farmland and resulting in 165
tons of excess nitrogen in the
fields.

Leah Feldon, DEQ deputy
director, said these are “seri-
ous violations of water qual-
ity regulations that are in
place to protect public health
and the environment.”

The Port of Morrow is
Oregon’s second-largest
port, behind only the Port of
Portland. It is in the Umatilla
Basin of Northeastern
Oregon, where in 1990 the
state declared a groundwa-
ter management area due to
high levels of groundwater
nitrates exceeding 7 milli-
grams per liter.

High levels of nitrates in
drinking water are linked
with serious health concerns,
particularly for babies and
pregnant women. Ground-
water is used as a primary
source of drinking water
across the basin, which
spans northern Umatilla and
Morrow counties — includ-
ing the cities of Hermiston,
Boardman, Irrigon, Stanfield
and Echo.

Historically, the sources of
groundwater contamination
in the Lower Umatilla Basin
Groundwater Management
Area are fertilizer used on
irrigated farmland, confined
animal feeding operations,
livestock pastures, food
processing wastewater and
septic systems, according to
DEQ’s press release.

“The existing nitrate
contamination in the basin’s
groundwater means everyone
in the region has to do their
part to reduce this contam-
ination,” Feldon said. “The
Port of Morrow has not been
doing its part, and DEQ looks
forward to working together
to correct these violations
and protect our aquifers from
future contamination.”

DEQ also alleges the port
failed to monitor nitrogen at
application sites on 121 sepa-
rate occasions each year from
2018-20.

WILDHORSE

RESORT&CASINO
1/14-1/20

Cineplex Show Times

Theater seating will adhere to social istancing protocols
Every showing $7.50 per person (ages0-3stilfree)
Scream 2022 (R)

4:10p 6:50p 930!|)
extra 1:30p showmg 1n4-117

Belle - Dubbed (PG)
extra 1:20p showlljng 1141117

Belle - Subtitles (PG)
9:20p
extra 4:00p showing 1/14-1/17

Spider- Mal:‘ Iélg Way Home (PG13)
extra 1:00p showmg 114117

Sing 2 (PG)
3:50p 6:30p 910%)
extra 1:10p showing 1/14-1/17

The 355 (PG13)
4:50p 7:50p
extra 1:50p showing 1/14-1/17

wildhorseresort.com « 541-966-1850

Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

Patty Nance/Contributed Photo
People gather for the Martin Luther King Jr. Day Peace
March on Jan. 20, 2020, in downtown Hermiston. This year’s
event is Monday, Jan. 17, which includes a program in the
Hermiston United Methodist Church.
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“The faith-based commu-
nity is called to represent
the heart of God, which is
love, unity and equality,”
Jordan said. “The church is
supposed to lead by example
in these areas, not the world.”

Pastor Patty Nance of the
Hermiston United Method-
ist Church also highlights
the importance of peace and
inclusivity, which is why
her congregation readily
opens its doors to host the
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
program. King, she said,
preached hope for a better
tomorrow through nonvio-
lent civil action.

King’s efforts and the
response of people march-

ing in the streets, Nance said,
helped shine a spotlight on
the teachings of Jesus Christ.
And, she said, King’s legacy
has had a lasting impact.

“Faith communities
began to look at the inher-
ent racism within their own
walls,” Nance said. “While
it has been a slow and ardu-
ous journey, that glimmer
of hope that King shared so
long ago still burns bright in
many of our faith communi-
ties.”

While Carbage said prog-
ress has been made in regard
to racial division, it’s import-
ant to continue to be diligent
in promoting peace. Continu-
ing the work and remem-
bering the nonviolent and
peaceful leadership King
stood for is paramount, he
said.

“We don’t want the past

to repeat itself,” Carbage
said. “We want peace, even
in Eastern Oregon and our
small community of Herm-
iston.”

Jordan agreed, saying
everyone can take an active
role to effect change on a
daily basis. It’s simply, he
said, a matter of perspective.

“Begin to view each other
through the eyes of God,”
Jordan said. “Every individ-
ual is valuable in the eyes of
God.”

Everyone is invited to get
involved with the Hermiston
Cultural Awareness Coali-
tion. It meets at 2 p.m. on
the second Saturday of each
month at the Hermiston
United Methodist Church.
For more information,
contact Carbage at 541-701-
7073 or jcarbage@yahoo.
com.
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Email info@boardmanchamber.org if
you are unable to view on Facebook and
would like a Zoom link
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DISTINGUISHED CITIZENS

AWARDS NOMINATIONS

members have made the biggest impact in 2021.

Submit your nominations by
January 15, 2022

Formulario de nominacién disponible en espafiol

NOW ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS

for the 2022 Distinguished Citizens Awards Banquet. Let
us know which Boardman businesses and community

Scan QR code to
complete form or go to

bit.ly/3phXqql

If you are a Boardman Chamber member
and would like to help sponsor this
Chamber newsletter page, call 541-564-4538
or email aworkman@eastoregonian.com

This newsletter proudly

sponsored by the
following busines&:

~MT. VALLEY

LAND CO.
REALTORS

www.mtvalleylandco.com

IIEE E ' DUGKEN Principal Broker

PO Box 50 ¢ 491 NE Columbia Ave ¢ Boardman, OR 97818
Office: 541-481-6251 » Cell 541-571-0062
mivalleylandco@eotnet.net
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Here for you when

you need us.

Find out about payment assistance,
bill pay options and other programs

at www.UmatillaElectric.com.

o

Boardman Office

400 N.E. Eldrige Drive
Boardman, OR 97818
(541) 481-2220
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ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE

A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative ;93
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¥ Clanging Stives

541-676-9161 - 541-481-2911

communitycounselingsolutions.org

“We offer a wide variety of behavioral health services”

« Gilliam
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J Threemile Canyon Farms, LLC

Castle Rock Farming LLC - Columbia River Dairy LLC
Six Mile Land & Cattle LLC

A proud Corporate
Citizen of Morrow and
Umatilla Counties!

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

www.threemilecanyonfarms.com

AVAILABLE!

75906 Threemile Rd « Boardman OR 97818

_ DINOPAY app + Sinclair Card

'Save 30¢

off every gallon.

Get the app
today!
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DEAN KEGLER
BROKER
dkegler2002@yahoo.com

Oregon Licensed Realtor

PROPERTIES

2 Marine Dr., Suite #104, BOARDMAN
541-481-2888 « 541-377-6402 CELL




