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PENDLETON — Roberta 
Lavadour, who has been affi  l-
iated with Pendleton Center 
for the Arts since it opened 
in 2001, recently enjoyed the 
luxury of focusing on her 
artwork without interrup-
tions. This past fall, she spent 
two weeks at Pine Meadow 
Ranch Center for Art and 
Agriculture.

Lavadour initially started 
out as a vendor and instructor 
at the arts center, then was a 
marketing assistant. She has 
served as the executive direc-
tor since 2007. Prior to that, 
Lavadour spent 10 years doing 
full-time studio work, blend-
ing multiple revenue streams 
that included making artist’s 
books for exhibition, creating 
custom books and letterpress 

printed, handmade paper invi-
tations and teaching book and 
paper arts in kindergarten 
through 12th grade and as a 
visiting artist at institutions of 
higher education.

While she maintains an 
active studio practice around 
her job at the arts center, Lava-
dour said just having time to 
work was nice. She said having 

days on end to encounter the 
unexpected, create problems 
with materials and then going 
about attempting to solve them 
was truly luxurious.

“Puttering is an important 
part of art-making,” she said. 
“And to be able to do it in such 
a beautiful spot is the icing on 
the cake.”

Located on the outskirts 
of Sisters in Central Oregon, 
Lavadour became acquainted 
with the founders of Round-
house Foundation, which runs 
the ranch, through a mutual 
friend, Patricia Clark.

Years ago, Lavadour taught 
a couple classes at Clark’s 
printmaking studio in Bend. 
When an opening in the resi-
dency program opened up 
because of a cancelation, 
Clark recommended the foun-
dation invite Lavadour.

And the timing worked out 
perfectly. Lavadour’s work 
schedule and family obliga-
tions typically prevent her 
from applying for residencies.

“It was just serendipitous 
that this invitation involved 
time after fi re season — when 
my grammy duties are needed 
by the family — and before 
the risk of bad roads,” she 
said. “I do travel to teach and 
meet with other book artists 
each year, but this was the fi rst 
time that I had done a tradi-

tional residency.”
Lavadour said she’s happy 

working anywhere with her 
tools handy and plenty of table 
space. Because a big part of 
her artwork involves respond-
ing to objects she encounters, 
Lavadour spent time brows-
ing the Habitat for Humanity 
thrift store in Sisters.

“It was a treasure trove of 
inspiration,” she said.

In addition, Lavadour said 
the place often influences 
the design of pieces. And as 
a result, the place is forever 
connected to the objects 
made there. Also, she said the 
people she encounters have a 
big impact when she travels.

During her residency, 
Lavadour helped on the ranch, 
including working with one of 
the ranch hands to build a soli-
tary bee house for the pollina-
tor garden. Pine Meadows, 
she said, is a dynamic place. 
During her stay, there was 
another artist in residence 
sharing the ranch house, 

students from the University 

of Oregon photojournalism 
program, and other visitors 

and workers came and went.

The values of the Round-
house Foundation, Lavadour 

said, include a broad approach 
to understanding what artists 

need to make work — from 

addressing food insecurity 

to providing time and space 

to work. Lavadour said that 

is going to impact how she 

does her job at the arts center 
moving forward, including 
how she can support other 

artists.

“Not only did I complete 
work while I was there, I came 
home with photos, sketches 

and ideas for future work,” 
Lavadour said.

——— 

Contact community writer 

Tammy Malgesini at tmalge-

sini@eastoregonian.com or 

541-564-4532.

Lavadour delves into artwork during residency
Arts center director 
spends two weeks 
at Pine Meadow
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After fi nding a child’s drum 

in November 2021 at a thrift 

store in Sisters, Roberta La-

vadour of Pendleton creat-

ed artist’s books using the 

drum heads made from ani-

mal skin while adding hand-

made paper she made sever-

al years prior.
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UMATILLA — A club of 
men in custody at Two Rivers 
Cor rect ional Inst itut ion, 
Umatilla, donated approxi-
mately 200 pounds of goods to 
Agape House in Hermiston.

The inmates are members 
of the Paradigm Shift Club, a 
leadership group that strives 
to improve the quality of life 
for adults in custody and the 
community through charita-
ble donations and social events, 
according to a press release from 
TRCI,

The leadership group on 
Dec. 13 started a food drive. 
Inmates can donate new food 
and personal care products to 
local charities from their weekly 
purchases before leaving the 
commissary. The items they 
donated included candy, snack 
cakes, peanut butter, toothpaste 
and toothbrushes.

“In just three days, approxi-
mately 200 pounds of items were 
collected, an estimated $700 
value,” according to the press 

release. “The club decided tangi-
ble donations were important for 
participants to see the impact 
of their donations. In prison, 
snacks, treats, and preferred 
personal items are gold. Seeing 
what they contributed was 
rewarding to those involved.”

Dennis Aiken, volunteer at 

Agape House, a nonprofi t food 
bank in Hermiston, picked up 
the donations Dec. 17.

The food drive will continue 
until the end of the month, the 
press release also reported, and 
all donations from the food drive 
will go to other local food banks 
and shelters.

Inmates donate goods to Agape House
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Staff  at Two Rivers Correctional Institution, Umatilla, load dona-

tions from the Paradigm Shift Club on Dec. 17, 2021, into a truck 

for Agape House, a nonprofi t food bank in Hermiston. The club is a 

leadership group of men in custody at the state prison and strives to 

improve the quality of life for inmates and the community through 

charitable donations and social events.

Recovery coming full 
circle for Hermiston man

HERMISTON — Calvin Netherda 
of Hermiston donated a pickup load of 
toys to the Christmas Express as part of 
his eff ort to graduate from the 6th Judi-
cial District Treatment Court Program.

All Phase 4 participants must 
complete a leadership project to grad-
uate from the program, according to 
a press release from treatment court 
coordinator Jillian Viles. Leader-
ship projects require participants to 
organize an eff ort to give back to the 
community.

In early November, Netherda 
approached Viles with the idea of 
collecting toys for children in need 
for Christmas. With the clock ticking, 
Netherda went into action, fi nding a 
location to place a donation box.

His employer, Pilot Travel Center, 
Stanfi eld, agreed to allow him to place 
the donation box at its store. Neth-
erda reported that many drivers would 
purchase toys in the store and place 
them in the donation box, and within 
a few days the box was full.

By the end of his toy drive, Netherda 

collected four large boxes full of toys, 
enough to fi ll the bed of his pickup, 
according to the press release.

Viles assisted Netherda in fi nding 
an agency to donate the toys to, and 
the Hermiston Police Department 
accepted the toys for the annual Christ-
mas Express toy drive.

Netherda was satisfi ed with how the 
toy drive went, according to the press 
release, and found it gratifying to be 
able to give back to the community. 
He also commented he recognized the 
Hermiston police offi  cer who arrested 
him for the last time before coming into 
treatment court.

Netherda expects to complete the 
program in February.

The 6th Judicial District Treatment 
Court Program launched in August 
2018. The program is for individu-
als that have committed drug-related 
crimes, have been sentenced to proba-
tion and struggle with substance abuse, 
the press release stated. The program 
takes 19 months to complete and 
provides intensive outpatient substance 
abuse treatment, frequent drug testing 
and more to help individuals live a life 
free from substance abuse.

— EO Media Group

COMMUNITY BRIEF

Losing Your HEARING
or are your ears just plugged with EARWAX?

FIND OUT FOR YOURSELF!
You are invited for a FREE ear inspection

using the latest video technology to determine if
you could be helped by a hearing aid.
Now through (Exp. Date)

Call for an appointment now to avoid waiting! It’s All FREE!
FREE Video Otoscope Ear Inspection*
This show-all Picture of your ear canal is displayed on a color monitor,

so you’ll see exactly what we see to determine if you could be helped by a hearing aid.

FREE Complete Electronic Hearing Test*
This Audiometric evaluation will precisely show you what you’ve been missing and if you

can be helped by a hearing aid.

FREE Package of Hearing Aid Batteries
If you now wear a hearing aid, you will receive one FREE package of Hearing Aid Batteries.

If we test your hearing to see if you could be helped by a hearing aid you will receive

another FREE Package.

FREE In-Office Repairs
All in-office hearing aid repairs shall be FREE…and factory

repairs, regardless of make or model shall be 50% OFF the total cost of the repair.

Introducing the NEW Chip in the Ear

In-The-Canal Advantages

Receiver-In-The-Canal Advantages

Open Fit/Receiver-In-The-Canal
Advanced, powerful technology allows even 
more options to wear this more natural sounding 
and comfortable hearing aid.
Open Fit hearing aids fit securely behind the ear 
and have a thin tube that directs the sound into 
your ear canal. The RIC (Receiver-In-The-Canal) 
provides more targeted sound with a speaker 
added to the end of the clear, thin tube.

More RIC Advantages:
• Smaller than ever
• More natural sounding
• Discreet and comfortable
• Best-in-performance features that reduce or

eliminate feedback and whistling
• The most versatile model - able to fit most

levels of hearing loss Most models are 
compatible with wireless Bluetooth® 
Technology 

•

CIC

miniRIC

ITC

RIC

ITE

XT RIC

• Individualized
• Sizes to meet your lifestyle
• Uses the ear’s natural ability to locate sounds
• Comfortable to wear
• Most models compatible with wireless

Bluetooth® Technology

• Versatile
• Utilizes the most advanced technology
• Uses the ear’s natural ability to locate sounds
• Rechargeable options
• Most models compatible with wireless
Bluetooth® Technology

ANOTHER GREAT WAY TO SAVE! LIMITED TIME OFFER!
Save on our advanced line 

of digital hearing aids.

BUY 1 GET 1 
50% OFF!

Good only from participating Miracle-Ear® Hearing Aid Centers. One coupon per purchase. No other 
offers or discounts apply. Discount does not apply to prior sales. Offer valid on ME-5, ME-4, 
ME-3, and ME-2 hearing aids. Cannot combine with any other offers. Cash value 1/20th cent. 
Offer expires 4/30/19

Offer valid on Model ME2400 100% 
Digital & 100% Programmable

Valid at participating Miracle-Ear® Hearing Aid Centers.
Limit one hearing aid per customer at the promotional price.

May not be combined with other offer and does not apply to 
prior sales. Cash value 1/20th cent. Offer expires 4/30/19

OPEN FIT TECHNOLOGY
$99

$

5.0
$

0
MSRP 3090 SAVE 2095

Some FEDERAL WORKERS and RETIREES may be eligible for Hearing Aids at NO COST That’s Right...No Co-Pay! No 
Exam Fee! No Adjustment Fee! Most Insurance Plans are accepted including BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD**!

AT THESE PARTICIPATING MIRACLE-EAR HEARING 
AID CENTERS ONLY!

CALL FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT!

*Hearing test is always free. Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evolution and ability to adapt to amplification. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine amplification needs only. These 
are not medical exams or diagnoses. If you suspect a problem please seek treatment from your physician. **Blue Cross Blue Shield, The Blue Cross, The Blue Shield, BCBS and Federal Employee Program are registered trademarks of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. Blue 
Cross Blue Shield Association and its independent licensees are not affiliated with nor do they endorse or sponsor the contents of this advertisement. Trademarks referring to specific providers are used by Miracle-Ear for nominative purposes only: to truthfully identify the 
source of the services about which information is provided. Such trademarks are solely the property of their respective owners.  The aids must be returned within 30 days of delivery pursuant to terms of your purchase agreement and 100% of the purchase will be refunded.
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(Add locations, expiration dates, Phone 
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