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HERMISTON — Festival of
Trees was different this year, but its
spirit remained the same, accord-
ing to event organizers.

The event, Saturday, Dec. 4,
at the Hermiston Community
Center, Hermiston, returned after
a one-year hiatus due to COVID-
19. Held as an annual dinner for the
past 25 years up to 2019, it came
back this year as an online and
walk-through auction.

Auction items included Christ-
mas tree sets, each of which was
decorated with its own unique
theme. Sets could include food;
others had furniture. One set,
which celebrated manhood, incor-
porated a kayak.

“It’s a good way for the commu-
nity to open up the holidays with
an event that’s beautiful,” John
Spomer, event co-chair, said.

Spomer, who has been involved
in the event for around 15 years,
added that Festival of Trees also
is beneficial as a fundraiser.
Every year, he said, the Hermis-

ton Kiwanis Foundation and Good
Shepherd Community Health
Foundation event brings money
for scholarships, youth programs
and other local charities.

Liz Marvin, the other co-chair,
said she also has been involved for
several years. Typically, they said,
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The Hermiston Holiday Giving Tree stands at the center of the Hermiston
Community Center on Saturday, Dec. 4, 2021, during Hermiston's Festi-
val of Trees.

the festival nets more $40,000 after
expenses. This money is made
through ticket sales and sponsor-
ships, as well as the auction, they
said.

Marvin pointed out the 2021
event did not have the expense of
the usual dinner, but it did have a
new cost.

“We are doing things we do not
usually do,” she said, such as addi-
tional social media advertising and
technical support for the online
auction. Next year’s festival could
include these new things, Marvin
said, though she said she hopes the
dinner can return.

“We really would like to have a
dinner,” she said. “It’s such a social
event in Hermiston.”

Spomer added the dinner is a
big draw. In a normal year, Festival
of Trees tickets will sell quickly. In
less than 10 days, he said, 350 tick-
ets would be sold for the dinner.
This year, without the dinner,
around 240 tickets were sold prior
to the event.

“Some people come just for the
dinner and to be social,” he said.

Like Marvin, Spomer also
expressed hope for the dinner to
return in 2022.

At the event, the organizers
were optimistic, saying ticket sales
would not necessarily paint a full
picture about whether the festival
was a success. They added, they
would have a meeting on Dec. 7 to
present total earnings.
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The Arc unwraps
Christmas party

HERMISTON — A festive
event, which includes refreshments,
bingo, caroling, crafts and a visit
from Santa, is planned by The Arc
Umatilla County.

Everyone is invited to the The
Arc Christmas Party on Saturday,
Dec. 11, 2-4 p.m. at The Arc Build-
ing, 215 W. Orchard Ave., Hermis-
ton. A gift exchange (35 limit) will
be held for those who would like to
participate.

A nonprofit organization serving
Umatilla County for more than 50
years, The Arc advocates for all chil-
dren and adults with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. The orga-
nization strives to improve systems
of support, connecting families and
encouraging inclusion.

For more information, call
541-567-7615 or search The Arc’s
Facebook page.
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St. Anthony Hospital Foundation hosts Festival of Trees
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“Upside Down in Time” was among trees on display Saturday, Dec. 4, 2021, at the CHI St. Anthony Hospital
Festival of Trees at the Pendleton Convention Center.

DEATH NOTICES
Charles Ray Baker

July 9, 1958 — Dec. 5, 2021
Pendleton

Charles Ray Baker, 63, of Pend-
leton, died Dec. 5, 2021, at his home.
He was born July 9, 1958. Arrange-
ments are pending with Burns
Mortuary of Pendleton.

Donald L.‘Don’

Bennett
May 8, 1933 — Nov. 16, 2021
Echo

Donald L. “Don” Bennett, 88,
of Echo, died Nov. 16, 2021, in
Pasco. He was born May 8§, 1933,
in Winona, Washington. A private
family burial was held at the Herm-
iston Cemetery. Arrangements are
with Burns Mortuary of Hermiston.
Share memories at www.burnsmor-
tuaryhermiston.com.

Jerry G. Foley Sr.
April 17,1943 — Dec. 1, 2021
Hermiston

Jerry G. Foley Sr., 78, of Herm-
iston, died Dec. 1, 2021, in Kenne-
wick. He was born April 17, 1943,
in McVille, North Dakota. A private
family burial will be held at the
Hermiston Cemetery. Arrange-
ments are with Burns Mortuary
of Hermiston. Share memories at
www.burnsmortuaryhermiston.
com.

Charles E. Fowler 1l
May 8, 1993 — Dec. 2, 2021
Pilot Rock

Charles E. Fowler 111, 28, of Pilot
Rock, died Dec. 2, 2021, in Irrigon.
He was born May 8, 1993, in Zeph-
yrhills, Florida. At his request, there
will be no service. Arrangements
are with Burns Mortuary of Herm-
iston. Share memories at www.
burnsmortuaryhermiston.com.

Joseph M."Joe’ Tricker
July 24, 1955 — Dec. 1, 2021
Hermiston

Joseph M. “Joe” Tricker, 66, of
Hermiston, died Dec. 1, 2021, at his
home. He was born July 24, 1955, in
Freeport, Illinois. A private family
celebration will be held. Arrange-
ments are with Burns Mortuary
of Hermiston. Share memories at
www.burnsmortuaryhermiston.

com.

FREE hearihg

Reveals if and where you need hearing
assistance and is recommended for
everyone over 50 years old.
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Fully Digital

Hearing Aid

Tiny Hearing Aids
On sale for a limited time!

Tiny Digital technology delivers the clearest, most
accurate sound quality available in hearing aids!**

Sale ends 12/10/2021

Attention hearing aid wearers:
If you already wear a hearing aid (any make or model),
we can help you, too! Our FREE computerized analysis
and tune-up help keep your hearing

aid working its best.**

DON'T WAIT

2 Hearing Aids
for as low as

ol —1 =1

per montht

FREE

Sevrvices!

NOW ONLY....

For a limited time only
Receive 2 AudioTone™ Pro
Hearing aids
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FREE ear canal inspections*
Sometimes it's nothing more than excessive earwax.
We use our state-of-the art Video Otoscope to look
inside your ear canal. You can watch on a video
monitor as it happens.st.**

per month™

**Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evaluation, proper fit and ability to
adapt to amplification. Only your Miracle-Ear® representative can determine which model and options may be right for you.

1$28 per month. Calculated at 12.99% interest for 60 months, must qualify with HealthiPlan® Patient Financing.
***Pursuant to terms of your purchase agreement, the aids must be returned within 30 days of the completion of fitting, in satisfactory condition for a full refund.

Hermiston: 955 SE 4th St. Ste. B Hermiston, OR 97838 « (541) 716-5092
Pendleton: 29 Southwest Dorion Ave, Pendleton, OR 97801 - (541) 224-8661

*Our hearing test and video otoscopic inspection are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. These are
not medical exams or diagnoses nor are they intended to replace a physician’s care. If you suspect a medical problem, please seek treatment from your doctor.
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