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H
ER M ISTON — 

When is Hermiston 

Assembly not Herm-

iston Assembly? When it is 

something else, of course.

The church at 730 E Hurlburt 
Ave., Hermiston, soon will undergo 
a name change.

Church leaders are keeping the 
new name a secret for a big unveiling 
at an upcoming celebration but want 
to make one thing clear: Although 
the name will change, many of the 
most important parts of the church 
will remain the same.

The reveal of the new name will 
come during a service Nov. 7. At that 
service, a film also will be shown, 
which describes the history and 
mission of the church.

“This has been something that has 
been in the works,” Clayton Haight, 
Hermiston Assembly experience 
pastor, said.

He, as well as other workers and 
volunteers, recently upgraded parts 
of the church building. Now complete 
with the physical changes to the 

building, Haight said the church 
wants to show off a “significant 
change in the life of our church, 
which is a name change.”

The theology of the church is 
not changing with the name, Haight 
said, neither are the message or 
the church’s “heart for Hermiston” 
becoming different.

Haight expressed his feelings for 
why a name change was needed, 
pointing out the “interesting” past 
two years. The coronavirus pandemic 
is a historic event, he said, which we 
are all living through.

As the effects of COVID-19 are 
monumental, church members felt 
inclined to contemplate their role in 
Hermiston, Haight said, and ques-
tioned if they were being as effective 
as possible.

They had been, he said, bringing 
hope and life to members of their 
congregation every Sunday morning, 
and they had been working outside 
of their building, but church leaders 
believed like they could do more and 
wanted to be do more to “make Jesus 
and God famous” in their city.

He said leadership looked back at 
the past few decades and asked, “Are 
we being effective?”

Coming out of those contempla-
tions, they decided they were holding 
onto a name, Hermiston Assembly, 
which does not “carry a whole lot of 
identity.”

Hermiston Assembly is part of 
a denomination, called Assemblies 
of God. It was founded in 1914 and 

claims 13,000 churches in the U.S. 
with more than 3 million believers, 
according to the Assemblies of God 
website, ag.org. The website also 
claims there are 69 million believers 
worldwide.

Hermiston Assembly, though 
under a new name, still will be an 
Assemblies of God church, Haight 
said. He met with state leaders about 
the continued association already.

The upcoming event
At 10:30 a.m., Nov. 7, the church is 

hosting “Name Change Sunday.” It is 
planned to be an hour-long event with 
live music and a premier of a docu-
mentary.

The film, Haight said, is the work 
of a professional team of California 
filmmakers. It will tell the history of 
the church and its story in Hermiston. 
He said he wants to “provide the story 
of what has happened with our church 
over its last 90 years of existence.”

The documentary, at the end, will 
reveal the church’s new name.

The secrecy around the name, 
according to Haight, is because the 
need for context; before one knows 
the name, it is important to know the 
history leading up to it.

“We’re not just changing the name 
to do something cool or flashy,” he 
said.

Guests are expected to appear 
by video, congratulating Hermiston 
Assembly’s big change. Following 
that, the church plans to hold an after 
party, 12-2 p.m. at the Maxwell Event 
Center, 145 N. First Place, Hermiston.

Hermiston Assembly  
prepares for rebrand

Documentary at Nov. 7 service tells the history of 
90-year-old church and reveals church’s new name
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A sign Wednesday, Oct. 27, 2021, in front of Hermiston 

Assembly, Hermiston, welcomes people to upcoming 

services. The church is changing its  

name on Nov. 7.
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PENDLETON — A high-
speed car chase along Inter-
state 84 through Umatilla and 
Morrow counties on Saturday, 
Oct. 23, ended in the arrest of 
a man who officers shot with a 
stun gun while he was trying 
to choke a police dog, accord-
ing to law enforcement offi-
cials.

Christopher Rich Mollette, 
48, of Boise, is in the Umatilla 
County Jail, Pendleton, for 
attempting to flee, reckless 
driving and endangering 
and interfering with a police 
animal.

Oregon State Police Sgt. 
Seth Cooney said he first 
responded to the chase after 
receiving reports that a 
“mentally unstable man” who 
had gotten into an altercation 
in Baker City was heading 
west on I-84. Police reported 
the man, Mollette, was calling 
law enforcement, telling them 
where he was and how fast he 
was driving. Cooney also said 
Mollette made threatening 
remarks.

Oregon State Police called 
the Morrow County Sher-
iff’s Office at 9:11 a.m. and 
reported Mollette was driving 
in a blue Dodge Dart heading 
west from Pendleton on the 
interstate, Morrow County 
Sheriff Ken Matlack said, 
adding caching Mollette was 
considered a “high risk traf-
fic stop.”

Cooney said he positioned 

himself near the Stanfield 
interchange, near the bridge 
that crosses the Umatilla 
River, and watched Mollette 
weave in-and-out of heavy 
traffic at more than 115 mph.

“I don’t believe he slowed 
down at all,” Cooney said.

He was going so fast 
Cooney couldn’t keep up and 
lost him.

“He was just gone,” 
Cooney said.

Morrow County depu-
ties and Boardman police got 
involved with the interstate 
pursuit near Boardman. It 
was 9:26 a.m. Police chased 
the Dart past the Boardman 
rest stop at around 100 mph. 
Matlack said law enforcement 
attempted to put down spike 
strips but were unable.

At one point, Mollette 
called 911 and told police he 
wasn’t stopping and then hung 
up, Matlack said.

At around the same time, 
a woman who claimed to be 
Mollette’s girlfriend called 
police and said he was head-
ing to Vancouver and she was 
afraid of him. She wanted to 
know if he would be booked, 
Matlack said.

At around 9:38 a.m., 
police followed Mollette into 
the parking lot of a Shell gas 
station in Arlington. Matlack 
said he refused to comply with 
police instructions. He grew 
“aggressive,” Matlack said, so 
a deputy released a police dog 
on Mollette.

Mollet te at tempted 
to choke the dog while it 
jumped on him. Officers then 
hit Mollette with a stun gun 
and promptly took him into 
custody, Matlack said. He 
remains in the local jail on 
preliminary bail of $65,000.

High-speed car chase 
ends after police send  
in dog, fire stun gun
Police say car went 
from Pendleton 
to Arlington and 
exceeded 115 mph
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H E R M I S T O N  — 
The city of Hermiston is 
expanding its wayfinding 
program and communica-
tions outreach efforts with 
the installation of five digi-
tal kiosks around the city.

The solar-powered signs 
created by Soofa use an 
e-ink display and will share 
local updates, communi-
ty-generated content and 
local business information. 

The city has signs operating 
at Funland Park, Victory 
Square Park and on Festival 
Street.

“These signs are a help-
ful addition to some of 
our most-visited locations 
in Hermiston,” said Clint 
Spencer, city planner. “They 
will provide timely news 
and information as well as 
directions to help people 
find their way around. As 
more people move to and 
visit Hermiston, the signs 

will help orient and inform 
them.”

Assistant City Manager 
Mark Morgan described the 
signs as a helpful boon to the 
community.

Each sign includes both 
a digital display and a vinyl 
map of the nearby area. The 
digital display shares updated 
news from the city, a calen-
dar of upcoming events, live 
Twitter feeds of community 
organizations, including the 
Hermiston School District 

and Hermiston Chamber of 
Commerce, and paid adver-
tising through Soofa.

The city plans to install 
more of the kiosks, including 
at the Food Pod once other 
renovation work is complete.

Soofa is a female-
founded startup out of the 
MIT Media Lab. Engadget, 
which covers technology, 
gadgets and consumer elec-
tronics, featured the Soofa 
Sign as a finalist for Best 
Vision for the Future at CES.

Hermiston adds more kiosks to share info with community
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A kiosk in Hermiston’s Victory Square Park displays a greeting 

Oct. 21, 2021. The city is installing several of the signs to provide 

information to the public.
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PENDLETON — A Utah 
woman has filed a $75,000 
lawsuit against a vendor at 
the 2018 Wildhorse Resort 
& Casino powwow claiming 
a sign in the vendor’s stand 
came loose, stuck and injured 
her.

Karina Pena Perez filed the 
lawsuit Oct. 20 in Umatilla 
County Circuit Court through 
Klamath Falls attorney Neal 
Metler against Barbara Shanta 
of Olympia, Washington.

The pleading claims 
Shanta displayed a sign at 
her stand, which detached 
and struck Perez in the head, 
knocking her to the ground. 
Perez suffered injuries to her 
face and a concussion, accord-
ing to the lawsuit. She is suing 
for $47,000 in noneconomic 
damages and $28,000 for 
medical expenses.

This is the second time, 
however, Perez is suing Shanta 
for the same claim.

Perez originally filed the 
case in July 2020, according to 
state court records, and Shanta 
in that lawsuit submitted a 
letter refuting the lawsuit’s 
claims.

Shanta in the letter stated 
she is a food vendor and was 
selling her goods at the local 

powwow, which takes place 
around and during the Fourth 
of July. An “unforeseen wind” 
blew through, according to the 
letter, and blew vendor booths 
and items “all over,” including 
her 3 feet by 2 feet banner that 
was on a .5 inch pipe.

She claimed Perez came 
to her booth the next day and 
asked about the booth, but she 
showed no signs of injuries. 
Shanta also stated Wildhorse 
management interviewed her 
and reassured her this was an 
“Act of God” because there 
was no control over nature.

The first lawsuit ended 
May 4 when Circuit Judge 
Robert Collins dismissed 
without prejudice for lack of 
action.

Court records also show 
the new lawsuit has no court 
dates.

Utah woman sues Wildhorse 
powwow vendor for $75K
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HERMISTON — Herm-
iston is going forward 
with building East Penney 
Avenue’s  con nect ion 
between Southeast Kelli 
Boulevard and Highway 395.

The Hermiston City 
Council at its meeting 
Monday night, Oct. 25, voted 
6-0 to authorize accepting up 
to $596,600 from the Oregon 
Department of Transporta-
tion’s Immediate Opportu-
nity Fund to develop and 
complete the road.

The city also has to 
provide a 50% match against 
the grant funding. The city 
has received $1.9 million in 
federal American Rescue 
Plan funds, and should 
receive at least that in 2022. 
According to meeting docu-

ments, the city can use those 
funds to provide the 50% 
match.

The council voted 6-0 to 
approve the agreement with 
ODOT to accept the grant.

The next steps are for the 
engineering and design firm 
of Anderson Perry to work 
on the design in the next 
month or so. The city plans to 
advertise for bids from Janu-
ary to February 2022, select 
a bid and have construction 
going by the summer.

The council also returned 
to amending a pair of ordi-
nances it tabled at the last 
meeting. One is the city 
law regarding nuisances. 
The ordinance has several 
updates, including to a 
number of definitions and 
adds graffiti as a nuisance.

The update also clar-
ifies the appeals process. 
In special circumstances 
when the council declares a 
nuisance the appeal would 
go to circuit court.

The council voted 6-0 to 
approve it and make it effec-
tive 30 days after the vote.

The second city law 
grants the code enforcement 
officer the authority to issue 
traffic citations, establishes 
a parade permit process and 
simplifies bicycle regulations 
in downtown Hermiston.

City Manager Byron 
Smith said the staff brought 
this back to the council for 
feedback only from the coun-
cil. The council gave several 
suggestions. City attorney 
Richard Tovey suggested it 
would be beneficial to allow 

enough time to incorporate 
the council’s feedback to 
amendments and bring back 
a complete proposal at a 
future meeting. The council 
voted to table approval.

In related city business, 
the League of Oregon Cities 
announced Mayor Dave 
Drotzmann is the new trea-
surer for the league.

East Penney Avenue project moves forward

Eternals (PG13) 
6:00p - starts 11/4  

Last Night in Soho (R)
1:10p 3:00p 5:50p 8:30p

Antlers (R)
12:50p 3:10p 5:30p 7:50p

Dune (PG13)
1:00p 4:30p 8:00p

No Time To Die (PG13)
4:20p 8:10p

The Addams Family 2 (PG)
12:40p 3:40p

Venom: Let There Be Carnage (PG13)
1:20p 6:00p 8:20p

10/29-11/4
Cineplex Show Times

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850
Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

Theater seating will adhere to social distancing protocols 

Every showing $7.50 per person (ages 0-3 still free)

Your home is only as smart as your Internet.
• Plans up to 100 Mbps.‡

• Free Smart Home Manager App1

 with Parental Controls.2

• The bandwidth to power multiple

 devices at once.
 Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

• Get a seamless whole-home Wi-Fi  

 experience with AT&T Smart Wi-Fi.3

 Limited availability. May not be available in your area. 

 Call to see if you qualify.

$
40/mo.

AT&T Internet

when bundled,

plus taxes &

equip. fee.

12 mo agmt, other qualifying service (min 

$19/mo) & combined bill req’d. $10/mo equip. 

fee applies. Incl 1TB data/mo. $10 chrg for 

each add’l 50GB (up to $100/mo).†

Geographic and service restrictions apply to AT&T Internet services. Not all speeds available in all areas. Call to see if you qualify.
$40 INTERNET OFFER: Price for Internet (768k - 100) for new residential customers when bundled with another qualifying AT&T service (DIRECTV, U-verse TV, AT&T TV or AT&T Phone or postpaid AT&T wireless). Prorated ETF ($180) 
applies if Internet is disconnected before end of 12 months. Must maintain all bundled services to receive advertised pricing. Additional Fees & Taxes: Excludes cost-recovery charges, where applicable and $10/mo equipment fee. 
Activ/Installation: $35 activation fee (self-install) or $99 installation (full tech install) may apply. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. †Unlimited data 
allowance may also be purchased separately for an add’l $30/mo., or maintain a bundle of TV & Internet on a combined bill and receive unlimited internet data at no add’l charge. For more info, go to att.com/internet-usage.‡ Internet speed 
claims represent maximum network service capability speeds. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to att.com/speed101. 1AT&T Smart Home Manager is available to 
AT&T Internet service customers with a compatible AT&T Wi-Fi Gateway. Features limited to home Wi-Fi network. 2Parental Controls and Data Usage features available with BGW210, 5268AC and NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateways. 3AT&T Smart 
Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole-home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. Offers may not be 
combined with other promotional offers on the same services and may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. Other conditions apply to all offers. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights 
Reserved. AT&T, the AT&T logo and all other AT&T marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies.

Cut cable internet

and switch to AT&T

Internet. Call now! 888-486-0359
Iv Support Holdings LLC


