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Remembering Dor

2
Grandsons honor grandmother they never

By KATHY ANEY
East Oregonian

Patty Nance, of the Hermistc
First United Methodist Churct
-DFN 5KRGHV V
NDLETON — Dora family historian, shared whe
hodes’ new tomb- he had uncovered about Dor:
stone gleamed in theshort life as the mourners stor
mid-afternoon sun.  npear Dora’s new gravestone.
A knot of mourners gath-  The upshot, Jack said, is tr
ered in a semicircle around thet was miraculous that Dora w:
grave. They prayed and laughe@ver born. When her fathe
and shed a tear or two. Theyjohn Jacob Davis, was a bal
sang “Amazing Grace” and hjs parents, David L. and Eliz
other old hymns. Davis, took him on a perilou
By all appearances, thejourney from lowa to Californie
gathering on Saturday, Oct. 9yvhere they planned to sear
at Pendleton's Olney Cemeteryfor gold. The family traveled by
seemed a typical farewell for apoat and mule to Old Panan
beloved family member. City where they aimed to boa
Except for one curious fact: an ocean liner called Golde
None of the 10 people assemeGate bound for San Francisc
bled had ever met Dora. When they couldn't procur
She had died at age 33ickets, they instead boarde
almost 100 years earlier on Janthe Victorine. The ship, Jac
6, 1922. The oldest person irexplained, was skippered t
attendance was Dora’s 90-year¢the quintessential evil shi
old granddaughter, Marilyn captain.”
Williams. According to writing by
The idea to honor DoraDora's uncle William Murray,
evolved after her two grand-the dishonest captain sold
sons stopped by Olney Cemegood deal of the provision:
WHU\ WR ¢ QG W KH After28 dag G RanoKstive)
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the grave but the headstone hadach received a small bisct
vanished.

Jack Rhodes/Contributed Photo

and half a pint of coffee for pora pavis Rhodes poses with her second husband, Arthur

JaCk RhOdeS, a ret'red neWSbreakfaSt and half a Cup Of tethodeS, sometime before her death at age 33in 1922.

paper editor from California, for supper. Babies got noth-

and Don Rhodes, a retireding. John Jacob’s parents andboobies. When they hookedsurvived. Dora’s birth hung by
banker from Washington, uncle gave him pinches ofone, they ate meat, bloodnothing more than a slender
decided to have a new graveheir biscuits and a mouthful of entrails and almost every otheithread during that desperate

marker made. Then they madeFRu HH HYHU\ GD\

[FtFTReyGuried algd the 1gourney.

plans for a small ceremony tohis uncle, the infant “spent hispassengers who starved on the “If things had turned out

honor the grandmother they'dawake time crying for some-journey. After more than 78 GLu HUHQW O\

never met. Eight other family thing to eat or drink.”

"RUD
days at sea, they made it to Sahave been born,” Jack said,

members joined them around The passengers spent tim®iego and a couple of months‘and neither would any of us.”
the grave on that sunny, breezyinsuccessfully trying to trap later to San Francisco. John
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See Dora, Page A1l

2021, at Olney Cemetery, Pendleton, to remember Dora Rhodes who *
died almost 100 years ago. Her grandsons replaced her graver mark- |

er after nding the original was gone.
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Sarah and Zach Gaulke

are trying to adopt

By ERICK PETERSON
East Oregonian

PENDLETON — When one Pend-| &

i it

i &

leton couple could not have a child o1}

their own, several people and a fe
organizations throughout Umatillaj

County began helping.

Sarah and Zach Gaulke, who ar
both 33 and teachers, want to adoj
a child. They have been married 1

years, and have tried to have a child b
IRU WKH SDVW ¢ YH \H preglyand Sarah Gaulke of Pendleton pose for a recent photo to express their in-

tent to adopt a child. The couple is raising money to make their desire a reality.

Sarah dreams of motherhood

Sarah, a Pendleton High Scho
special education teacher, remem

ot mother. Born in California, herwould become a mom, and maybe
IDPLO\ PRYHG WR , Q Glapaptivnte bhdni] ifthatv€yedposs

bered when she was a small girl, playthen to Hermiston, where she spenthle.

ing with dolls and someday becominghildhood thinking of her future. She

enate hearing

Sams to hea
National Parks
set for Oct. 19

m etBy GARY A. WARNER

Oregon Capital Bureau

WASHINGTON — A politically polar
ized Senate has set Oct. 19 for a he
on the nomination of former Oregon tri
leader Chuck Sams as the next director ¢
National Parks Service.

Sams, the longtime administrator of
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Inc
Reservation in Oregon, will
appear before the Senat
Energy & Natural Resources ‘v‘
Committee. 1

Sams is the latest in ’{
series of nominations byj J%;
President Joe Biden that i#*%./
SDUW RI DQ Hu RUJY.
environmental policies
rolled back under President Donald Trump.

, | FRQ¢ UPHG 6DPV :
American Indian to serve as National P:
Service director. He is Cayuse, Walla W
Cocopah and Yankton Sioux.

He also would be a rare outsider to f
the service founded in 1916. The di
tor manages the 63 national parks suc
Yellowstone, Yosemite, Grand Canyon
Crater Lake.

The agency’s 21,000 employees mai
423 sites making up 85 million acres in al
states, Washington, D.C., and U.S. territo

The hearing likely will include questio
about Biden's order announced Friday, '
8, to reverse Trump's decision to reduce
size of protected areas of national mc
ments in Utah and New England.

See Sams, Page /

Report shows
seme-students
IDOOLQJ

Pandemic skews some data,;
distance learning cements
inequities in public schools

By ANTONIO SIERRA
East Oregonian

UMATILLA COUNTY — For the secon

| straight year, local districts are working v

incomplete report cards.
On Thursday, Oct. 7, the Oregon Deg.

| ment of Education released its report c
| for every district in the state, but the COV

SDQGHPLF LQA XHQFH

| year enough that much of the data came

caveats. For instance, participation in ¢
testing dropped across the state in light ¢
pandemic. If participation fell below a cert
threshold in certain districts or among cer
groups of students, the state either suppr
the data outright or advised people ag:
comparing the data.

Matt Yoshioka, the curriculum instrt
tion and assessment director for the P
leton School District, said much of the ¢

| from the report card is unusable. He poil

to McKay Creek Elementary School, wh
reported more than 95% of its students q
¢ HG IRU IUHH RU UHGXF
ing a 41% pre-pandemic.

See Report, Page #
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“It's who | am,” she said of her

desire to be a mom. And while |
career thoughts changed — when
went to college, she began wan
to be a teacher — her feelings at
motherhood have not.

She does not care about whe
the child is a boy or girl. Neither dc
she care if the child has a disability
fact, the agency with which she
Zach are dealing, told her she and -
are extremely accommodating. T
have approved an unusually long li
disabilities they would accept.

Sarah reasons, if they were
birth a child, there would be a cha
for the child to have any numbel
conditions. It would be up to God,
snaid. So, they will leave it up to G
.In the adoption. She said, they \
'Tove the child, regardless.

rallies behind hopeful parents

See Adoption, Page /£




