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HERMISTON — Herm-
iston’s first in-house city 
attorney begins working 
Thursday, Sept. 30.

The Hermiston City 
Council at its Sept. 13 meet-
ing approved Richard Tovey 
as the successor to Gary 
Luisi, who 
retires after 
23 years 
f rom his 
role as the 
city’s attor-
n e y  t he 
day Tovey 
starts.

Luisi, however, is a 
private attorney with his own 
local office. As city attorney, 
Luisi was under contract but 
was not working in city hall, 
so he was not at the “beck 
and call” of city employees, 
Tovey said. For city staff to 
reach Tovey, all they will 
need to do is stop into his 
office, call or email.

Tovey said he is looking 
forward to serving Hermis-
ton, and he is earning high 
praise from both his future 
and his past employers.

“We are very excited 
to have Richard start his 
service as our in-house city 
attorney,” Hermiston City 
Manager Byron Smith, 
said. “It is a great time in 
our growth and movement 
forward as a community.”

Tovey leaves his position 
as the deputy prosecutor in 
Morrow County Sept. 28. 
His former boss, Morrow 
County District Attorney 
Justin Nelson, said he was 
pleased with Tovey.

“We’re greatly going 
to miss Richard,” Nelson 
said. “That’s not just me, as 

district attorney, but all my 
staff.”

Tovey became deputy 
district attorney to Nelson 
shortly after Nelson took 
office in 2010. Nelson called 
him a close colleague, an 
equal and a friend. Tovey’s 
departure, according to 
Nelson, is a loss for the 
county, but a gain for Herm-
iston.

Nelson said he wants 
Hermiston to know it is 
lucky to have him.

Tovey: past, present 
and future

Tovey, who grew up 
in Irrigon, went to River-
side High School in Board-
man. After graduating high 
school, he went to Linn-Ben-
ton Community College and 
later Oregon State Univer-
sity. While there, he majored 
in history and anthropology.

“I thought I would 
become a history teacher,” 
he said. Instead, he decided 
to attend the University of 
Montana School of Law to 
become a lawyer.

He took the bar exam in 
2004 and passed. This began 
his career in law. He worked 
for the district attorney’s 
office in Coos County, start-
ing in 2004 and lasting until 
his employment for Morrow 

County more than five years 
later.

“It was a good oppor-
tunity to come back to the 
area,” Tovey said about 
returning to Eastern Oregon. 
He liked being the deputy 
district attorney, and he 
admitted his latest move is a 
bit unconventional.

“It’s not the most common 
career move,” he said.

Becoming city attorney 
involves a pay cut, accord-
ing to Tovey. Still, there are 
benefits and the city job is 
attractive. One plus to the 
new work, his new office is 
only a few miles from his 
Hermiston house.

He said the city coun-
cil and others in Hermis-
ton have been very warm in 
welcoming him. Throughout 
the interview process, he felt 
accepted and appreciated. It 
made him feel comfortable 
with this job.

Tovey, like Luisi before 
him, will represent the city 
council at meetings and 
assist the policy body when 
needed. He also will work 
with the city manager and 
city departments in review-
ing contracts and providing 
legal advice.

He will have in office 
in the Hermiston Public 
Library for now, which is 

serving as the temporary 
location of Hermiston City 
Hall. When the new city hall 
is complete, Tovey said he 
believes he will move into 
that building.

He will have no other jobs 
while serving as Hermiston’s 
city attorney, he said.

Tovey is married and has 
four children. His oldest 
child, a boy, graduated from 
Hermiston High School in 
2020. He has three daughters 
— a high school student, a 
middle school student and an 
elementary school student.

Describing himself as 
“boring,” he said he is a 
46-year-old family man 
without many hobbies. His 
main interests, he said, are 
helping his children in their 
sports. Sometimes, he serves 
as assistant coach.

He also is an active and 
involved member of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints in Herm-
iston.

Tovey said he is happy 
about working for Hermis-
ton. He said he expects to 
stay in the position through-
out the time his children 
are in school. He may even 
continue as the Hermiston 
city attorney until his even-
tual retirement.

Hermiston hires first in-house city attorney
Former Morrow 
County prosecutor 
Richard Tovey starts 
new job Thursday
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PENDLETON — J.D. 
Smith, a writer and long-
time employee of the 
Pendleton Center for the 
Arts, is retiring.

A grant writer and 
program manager from 
Athena, Smith left an 
indelible mark on the 
center during his 20-year 
career.

“J.D. leaves enor-
mously big shoes to fill in 
hiring a new grant writer 
for the arts ccenter,” said 
Board President Susan 
DeMarsh. “He has 
shaped the cultural 
life of Pendleton 
in a profound way. 
We’re excited for 
him to enjoy retire-
ment and look 
forward to reading 
about his travels.”

After coming to 
Eastern Oregon with his 
wife in the early 1990s, 
Smith wrote a grant in 
1998 to help turn the 
city’s former library into 
what is now the art center.

“He shaped the heart 
and soul of the organi-
zation,” said Roberta 
Lavadour, the art center’s 
executive director. “He 
steered us early on toward 
things that are now 
on-trend, which is equity 
and inclusion.”

In addition to support-
ing local arts and music 
through grant writing, 
Smith helped start the 
center’s Art Rocks Teens 
and Rock & Roll Camp, 
providing upward of 100 
students an opportunity 
to play music, write songs 
and sing together in the 
summers.

“The noise that results 
is beautiful,” Smith said. 
“Of all the things I’ve 
done, that’s my favorite.”

All the while, Smith 
has been an advocate 
for equal opportunity 
among students, particu-
larly those who may not 
be able to afford certain 
programs.

“Because the art center 
is situated on the north 
hill, it’s been a constant 
struggle for me to make 
sure that the kids from 
down in the f lats can 
come up there and do 
what they want to do too,” 
he said. “So I’ve always 
been an advocate for free 
programs for kids.”

A lifelong storytell-
er,Smith grew up in 
Alliance, Nebraska. He 
studied Latin and Greek 
and earned his bachelor’s 
degree at Tufts Univer-
sity in Medford, Massa-
chusetts, just as the civil 
rights movement was 
underway.

From 1964 to 1965, 
Smith worked as a civil 
rights worker in Missis-
sippi when churches and 
freedom houses were 
being bombed, including 
an interracial living space 
where he lived.

“I’ve never really 
written much about that 
because I’m still process-
ing it,” he said. “I have no 
desire to ever go back to 
Mississippi. I can tell you 
that.”

He left Mississippi to 
begin a master’s course 
at Harvard. But the civil 
r ights movement had 
changed him, and he was 
dissatisfied with life at a 
prestigious institution and 
its “stuffy people.” So he 
dropped out.

He moved to California 
for a short period before 
moving out to Devon, 
Montana, a small rural 

town near the Canadian 
border where, for a year, 
he taught eight students at 
a one-room schoolhouse.

“It was far out,” he 
said.

After that, he returned 
to California, where he 
fell in with, among others, 
Ken Kesey’s Mer r y 
Pranksters. He found 
whatever means of work 
he could find to survive, 
including making and 
selling leather sandals 
from the back of his truck 
in the parking lot of Stan-
ford University.

In 1968, he 
began his four-
year stint as a 
manager  and 
editor for the 
W hole  Ea r th 
Catalog, a coun-
terculture maga-
zine with essays 
and articles that, 

put simply, showed read-
ers how to optimize their 
lives.

In 1972, Smith and 
his colleagues won the 
National Book Award 
for the “Last Whole 
Earth Catalog,” raking 
in millions of dollars in 
book sales, which they 
donated as a foundation 
to organizations, includ-
ing the Sierra Club, the 
Black Panthers food 
for children program 
in Oakland, California, 
and other crisis centers. 
Doling out those funds 
was how Smith said he got 
into grant writing.

From there, Smith 
went on to live a blue 
collar lifestyle. He said 
he worked as a golf course 
greens mower, an auto 
parts runner, bookstore 
clerk and much more.

“In retrospect, as an 
80-year-old man, I liked 
the blue collar stuff more 
than anything else,” he 
said. “It was never tough 
to find a job.”

In 1992, he moved to 
Pendleton, and joined 
the art center a few years 
later. Lavadour said Smith 
has been an integral 
advocate for the center’s 
employees and has consis-
tently done the behind-
the-scenes work to keep 
things running smoothly.

“He’s a storyteller, 
and he’s been able to tell 
our story at the art center 
exceedingly well,” Lava-
dour said.

Smith said he’s enjoyed 
working with youths and 
meeting people during 
his 20 years at the art 
center. And he knows it 
was a good job because 
“nobody’s hit me and I 
haven’t been attacked by 
wolves,” he said. Over-
all, he said, it was good 
for him to hang out with 
people who made things 
and did stuff.

“That’s probably the 
best thing that I’ve been 
able to do there or what’s 
happened to me,” Smith 
said. “It’s been a good job, 
all in all.”

The art center is now 
seeking applicants for 
a half-time grant writer 
position.

Longtime local art 
centergrant writer, 
storyteller  retires

Agencies respond to agricultural burn near Adams 

Ben Lonergan/East Oregonian

A tractor plows the edge of an agricultural burn Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, between Tubbs Ranch Road and Highway 11 near 

Adams. Fire crews from East Umatilla Fire & Rescue, the Pendleton Fire Department, Umatilla Tribal Fire Department and 

the Bureau of Indian Affairs responded to the burn after confusion surrounding its origins. According to East Umatilla Fire 

& Rescue Deputy Fire Chief Mark Moore, the controlled nature of the fire was not communicated within the district and fire 

crews were dispatched to the scene. “It wasn’t ever out of control,” he said.
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Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

877-557-1912

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 11/15/21.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, 
Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR TV PRICE GUARANTEE

190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

$6499

Your home is only as smart as your Internet.
• Plans up to 100 Mbps.‡

• Free Smart Home Manager App1

 with Parental Controls.2

• The bandwidth to power multiple

 devices at once.
 Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

• Get a seamless whole-home Wi-Fi  

 experience with AT&T Smart Wi-Fi.3

 Limited availability. May not be available in your area. 

 Call to see if you qualify.

$
40/mo.

AT&T Internet

when bundled,

plus taxes &

equip. fee.

12 mo agmt, other qualifying service (min 

$19/mo) & combined bill req’d. $10/mo equip. 

fee applies. Incl 1TB data/mo. $10 chrg for 

each add’l 50GB (up to $100/mo).†

Geographic and service restrictions apply to AT&T Internet services. Not all speeds available in all areas. Call to see if you qualify.
$40 INTERNET OFFER: Price for Internet (768k - 100) for new residential customers when bundled with another qualifying AT&T service (DIRECTV, U-verse TV, AT&T TV or AT&T Phone or postpaid AT&T wireless). Prorated ETF ($180) 
applies if Internet is disconnected before end of 12 months. Must maintain all bundled services to receive advertised pricing. Additional Fees & Taxes: Excludes cost-recovery charges, where applicable and $10/mo equipment fee. 
Activ/Installation: $35 activation fee (self-install) or $99 installation (full tech install) may apply. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. †Unlimited data 
allowance may also be purchased separately for an add’l $30/mo., or maintain a bundle of TV & Internet on a combined bill and receive unlimited internet data at no add’l charge. For more info, go to att.com/internet-usage.‡ Internet speed 
claims represent maximum network service capability speeds. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to att.com/speed101. 1AT&T Smart Home Manager is available to 
AT&T Internet service customers with a compatible AT&T Wi-Fi Gateway. Features limited to home Wi-Fi network. 2Parental Controls and Data Usage features available with BGW210, 5268AC and NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateways. 3AT&T Smart 
Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole-home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. Offers may not be 
combined with other promotional offers on the same services and may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. Other conditions apply to all offers. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights 
Reserved. AT&T, the AT&T logo and all other AT&T marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies.

Cut cable internet

and switch to AT&T

Internet. Call now! 888-486-0359
Iv Support Holdings LLC

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(844) 989-2328

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.


