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Wallowa Co. man to join Water Resources Commission

By RONALD BOND Sept. 22.
Wallowa County Chiefiain “l guess
it either
WALLOWA — A means I was
Wallowa County man is set to qualified or
join a state committee. nobody else

Woody Wolfe, who owns
a farm between Wallowa
and Lostine, was recently
appointed to the Oregon
Water Resources Commis-
sion by Oregon Gov. Kate
Brown. The appointment
awaits a final confirmation by
the state senators, with a vote
setto come today, Wednesday,

applied,”
Wolfe said.
“I had a
couple friends hit me up
about applying. They felt I
would be a good candidate.
I’'ve always been interested in
water law and become fairly
averse about how it applies to
my property specifically. The

resource of water is one of the
most valuable. I have been
diligent to understand how
that works.”

Wolfe is filling a vacancy
in the seven-person commis-
sion left by Bruce Corn,
according to Elizabeth Merah,
press secretary for Brown.

“He will represent the
Eastern Region, consisting of
the Owyhee, Malheur, Grande
Ronde, Malheur Lake, Middle
Snake and Powder drainage
basins,” Merah wrote in an
email to the Chieftain. “Mr.

Wolfe will work with the
other commission members
in carrying out the duties of
the commission. ... As he
will represent the Eastern
Region (as described above),
he will bring his perspectives
on that region to contribute
to the statewide goals of the
commission.”

The Water Resources
Commission sets statewide
water resources policy and
oversees the work of the Water
Resources Department. Five
commission members each

represent one of the regional
river basins, and two members
represent a portion of the
state in an “at-large” capac-
ity.”” Commission members
are appointed to the position
by the governor, confirmed
by the Senate and serve four-
year terms.

Wolfe said he sees the
appointment and subsequent
service as a learning opportu-
nity and to be on the forefront,
he said, of the changes he
believes are coming concern-
ing water use.

“I have extensive knowl-
edge of the geographical
region of a small part of
Wallowa County,” he said.
“Part of my task will be
applying what I know and
manipulating that to under-
stand how things work
in Ontario or Burns, or
places that are geographi-
cally different and having
the thought process of ‘Can
things work there or can it
not apply.””

The term Wolfe is serving
runs through June 30, 2025.

ODFW Kills three Lookout Mountain wolves IN BRIEF

Baker City Herald

BAKER CITY — Oregon Department
of Fish and Wildlife employees killed three
wolves Friday, Sept. 17, from the Lookout
Mountain Pack in eastern Baker County,
including the pack’s breeding male.

ODFW workers also killed a yearling male
and a 5-month-old pup. Six wolves were seen
during a flight, according to Fish and Wildlife.
The wolves were on private land near a dead
calf,and ODFW is investigating what appears
to be another attack by wolves on cattle. Wolves
from the pack killed a 6-month-old calf four
days earlier about eight miles away. Lookout
Mountain wolves have killed at least six head
of cattle, and injured two others, since mid July.

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
announced on Sept. 16 that agency workers
intended to kill up to four wolves from pack,
including the breeding male. ODFW is not
targeting the pack’s breeding female. In addi-
tion, four ranchers who have lost cattle to the

pack are authorized to kill up to two other
wolves total.

ODFW estimates the pack consisted of nine
wolves, a count prior to the Sept. 17 killing of
three wolves.

By targeting the breeding male, ODFW
hopes to still allow the breeding female to raise
any remaining juveniles. Reducing the number
of juveniles she will need to feed increases the
likelihood that some will survive, according to
a press release from the agency.

The group Defenders of Wildlife criticized
Fish and Wildlife’s decision to kill wolves.

“Whenever wolves are put on the chop-
ping block, it is a tragedy,” said Sristi Kamal,
senior northwest representative for Defend-
ers of Wildlife. “Lethal control is never a long-
term solution and any pups that will be killed
under these permits did not even participate in
the hunts. There are better solutions than just
killing wolves to cultivate social acceptance.
Investments in proactive non-lethal efforts can
do much more for promoting coexistence.”

Forecast for Pendleton Area
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Wallowa-Whitman’s new
supervisor starts next month

PORTLAND — The Wallowa-Whitman
National Forest soon will have a new leader.

Shaun McKinney will become the super-
visor for the 2.4-million-acre Wallowa-Whit-
man, which is based in Baker City.

Glenn Casamassa, Pacific Northwest
regional forester for the U.S. Forest Service,
announced Monday, Sept. 20, that McKinney
will start his new job in late October.

McKinney will replace Thomas Montoya.

McKinney joins the Forest Service from
the West National Technology Support
Center, where he leads a team providing
direct assistance, training and innovative
natural resources technological solutions
to USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service staff throughout the western United
States.

“Shaun has worked in both public and
private land conservation, drawing on
his background as a fisheries biologist to
inform his strategic direction and oversight
of a large team tasked with developing and
implementing innovative technical solutions
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the pasture.
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