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Indian Village rises ahead of Round-Up

By BEN LONERGAN
East Oregonian

PENDLETON — As
dawn broke Sunday, Sept. 12,
over the Pendleton Round-Up
Grounds, dozens of tribal
members from across the
Pacific Northwest descended
on the Indian Village to begin
assembling teepees.

For many, including
65-year-old Odie Minthorn,
the Round-Up Indian Village
has been a tradition that has
stretched on for generations.

“My grandmother was
here in 1910,” said Minthorn.
“I’ve been doing this forever.”

Minthorn is an enrolled
member of the Cayuse and
Umatilla tribes and said
his family has been partic-
ipating in the village since
the founding days of the
Round-Up. As Minthorn
helped tie off the top of the
four pole frame that supports
his teepee, he remarked at the
mix of memories that come
with returning to the Indian
Village each year.

“I'm sad and I'm glad —
my grandmother was right
here,” he said as he gestured
to a nearby spot of grass
where his family once raised
her teepee.

Minthorn said he is

happy to return and enjoys
the memories that come
with raising teepees with his
family members, but always
feels a twinge of sadness as
he remembers those who are
no longer with him. Even so,
Minthorn said he feels it’s
important to keep the knowl-
edge and practice of assem-
bling a teepee alive.

For 69-year-old Fran-
cine Delorme, an enrolled
member of the Nez Perce
tribe from Lapwai, [daho, the
importance of passing on her
knowledge and reconnect-
ing family is what brings her
back to the Round-Up each
year.

Delorme and her children
and grandchildren raised five
teepees Sunday morning,
carefully taking the time to
select their teepee poles and
lash the tops.

“We used to bring our
own teepee poles each year,”
she said. “But it’s a lot of
work to make them.”

Delorme said she and her
late husband made 45 teepee
poles several years ago and
ended up leaving them at the
Round-Up with the intent of
making more. She said her
husband would go out and cut
down Lodgepole Pines near
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Odie Minthorn, left, and Dusty Minthorn tie off the top of a teepee before raising it Sunday,
Sept. 12, 2021, in the Pendleton Round-Up Indian Village.

their home on the Nez Perce
Reservation and she and
her daughters would spend
several days preparing them
for use.

“You have to take off all
the bark and smooth out all
the knots,” she said. “It takes
about two days just to peel
one — and then you have to
let it dry.”

As Delorme gets older she
said she’s trying to pass the
process of assembling the
teepees onto her daughters
and their children.

“I’m trying to let my gitls
do more,” she said. “They’ve
been putting up teepees since
they were 10, 11, 12, and my
youngest is 42 now.”

Delorme looks forward

to spending the week in the
Indian Village and getting to
see family from across the
region, as well as the rodeo.
Before John Adams
started participating in the
Indian Village 50 years
ago he spent his Pendleton
Round-Ups on the other side
of the grandstand, clinging to
the tops of livestock in search

of prize money for saddle-
bronc, bull riding and the
Indian Relay Race.

“I’ve been around horses
all my life, I jockeyed and
rodeoed,” he said. “Even-
tually I got hurt and quit
rodeoin’.”

Now the 80-year-old
Yakama tribal member joins
his family in the Indian
Village each year and enjoys
the Pendleton Round-Up
from a seat slightly further
from the action. Adams
supervised as his family put
together five teepees in the
village Sunday morning, a
place they will call home for
the next week.

“I was trying to help a
little while ago and they were
all hollering at me,” he said.

Adams said he and his
family packed up the car
and drove Saturday from the
Yakima Valley before arriv-
ing in Pendleton around 11
that evening. He said they
spent the night in the Pendle-
ton Convention Center park-
ing lot awaiting the 6 a.m.
load-in time for the Indian
Village.

“At 6 they come and they
open the gate,” he said. “It’s a
big rush to unload so you can
get set up for the week.”
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Round-Up kicks oft
with annual concert

Country music
singer Billy
Currington holds
his microphone
to the crowd
while performing
Saturday, Sept.
11, 2021, during
the Pendleton

Round-Up
Kick-Off Concert
P : at the Happy
Photos by Ben Lonergan/East Oregonian Canyon Arenain
Lights illuminate the crowd as country music singer Billy Currington performs Saturday, Sept. Pendleton.

11,2021, at the Pendleton Round-Up Kick-Off Concert at the Happy Canyon Arena in Pendleton.
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FREE ear canal inspections*
Sometimes it's nothing more than excessive earwax.
We use our state-of-the art Video Otoscope to look
inside your ear canal. You can watch on a video
monitor as it happens.st.**

Attention hearing aid wearers:
If you already wear a hearing aid (any make or model),
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and tune-up help keep your hearing
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DON'T WAIT

For a limited time only
Receive 2 AudioTone™ Pro

Many Styles Available! Hearing aids

LIMITED-TIME OFFER. CALL TODAY!

Hermiston: 955 SE 4th St. Ste. B Hermiston, OR 97838 -« (541) 716-5092

FREE hearing tests*

Reveals if and where you need hearing
assistance and is recommended for
everyone over 50 years old.

NOW ONLY....

-1

per month™

Fully Digital
Hearing Aid

Pendleton: 29 Southwest Dorion Ave, Pendleton, OR 97801 - (541) 224-8661

*Our hearing test and video otoscopic inspection are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. These are
not medical exams or diagnoses nor are they intended to replace a physician’s care. If you suspect a medical problem, please seek treatment from your doctor.
**Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evaluation, proper fit and ability to
adapt to amplification. Only your Miracle-Ear® representative can determine which model and options may be right for you.

1$28 per month. Calculated at 12.99% interest for 60 months, must qualify with HealthiPlan® Patient Financing.
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