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Transferring patients
1s nearly impossible

% as pandemic ravages
state’s health system

By BRYCE DOLE
East Oregonian

PENDLETON — In many
parts of Eastern Oregon, the
pandemic never has been worse.

COVID-19 infection is spread-
ing at an unprecedented rate in
Umatilla and Morrow counties.
Week after week, both counties
report COVID-19 case counts that
dwarf previous pandemic surges.
And as the latest surge continues
unabated, commissioners in the
two counties declared a state of
emergency this week, opening the
door for state help as area hospi-
tals fill with patients.

“With the new delta variant,
it’s much more transmissible and
many more people are getting sick
with COVID than we’ve ever seen
in the past,” said Morrow County
Commissioner Don Russell, who
added, “There’s a lot of people
who have been vaccine resistant.
With the new delta variant, they
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z > Jackson and Josephine counties,
where COVID-19 patients are
exceeding hospital capacity and
health care workers are treating
people in the hallways because
they’ve run out of beds. Fiumara
said he is worried the same could
happen in Umatilla County.

“We could end up with people
who need care and can’t get in
to receive it, whether it’s a vehi-
cle accident or a heart attack,”
Fiumara said. “I'm dreading
when we get to the point when
somebody dies in the parking lot
or the waiting room because there
wasn’t anywhere for them to go.
We’re not there yet. I just don’t
want to get there.”

As of Thursday, Aug. 12,
only two intensive care unit
beds were available in hospitals

See Hospitals, Page A10
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Umatilla, Morrow counties lead region in growth

Hermiston grew 15.6%  keepup.
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