REGION

Al10 East Oregonian Tuesday, June 29, 2021

VOICES
OF Co
¢R WE | =X

ANYONE CAN WRITE 6 g =2 S

O
Nearly 40 years in the business have taught me that readers é
are bombarded and overwhelmed with facts. What we long A R E HERMISTON
for, though, is meaning and a connection at a deeper and t
more universal level. c :
And that’s why the East Oregonian will be running, from

HERMISTON

time to time, stories from students who are in my writing
class, which I've been teaching for the past 10 years in
Portland.

| take great satisfaction in helping so-called nonwriters find
and write stories from their lives and experiences. They walk
into my room believing they don’t have what it takes to be
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a writer. | remind them if they follow their hearts, they will

discover they are storytellers.

As we all are at our core.

Some of these stories have nothing to do with Pendleton or
Umatilla County. They do, however, have everything to do

with life.

If you are interested in contacting me to tell me your story,

I'd like to hear from you.

Tom Hallman Jr., tbhbook@aol.com
Tom Hallman Jr. is a Pulitzer Prize-winning feature writer for
the Oregonian newspaper. He's also a writing coach and has

an dffinity for Umatilla County.

A conversation with
a Hollywood bad boy

By SUZANNE GLORIA
Special to the East
Oregonian

I’d left school that after-
noon having no idea that
my life was about to change
because of a spur-of-the
moment decision I made at the
stop sign. [ teach students who
sometimes have a hard time
following my rules, and they
had successfully employed
every tactic possible to get
under my skin.

As I approached the inter-
section, I heard an announce-
ment on the car radio from
a company looking for men
and women to come to a hotel
that afternoon to be extras in
a movie to be filmed in Port-
land. I was intrigued, but
immediately thought of all
the reasons it seemed all too
ridiculous: too old, not pretty
enough, my fellow teachers
would think I was silly. At the
stop sign I paused. Turn left
and I go home. Turn right and
I'head to the hotel.

[ turned right.

The line leading to the hotel
ballroom, where auditions
were being held, was full of
hopefuls, all of them younger
and quite stylish, so far from
what I knew I looked like in
sensible teaching clothes.

“Next.”

My turn.

I took a deep breath and
headed into the ballroom. A
photographer had me pose for
a head and full-body shot and
then I was told if they wanted
me, they’d send me an email.

They did so.

I was given a document
that told me to report early
in the morning, and also
reminded me of on-set proto-
col: Be on time and follow
directions. Most importantly,
never speak to the cast or risk
being replaced immediately.

Once at the site, I checked
in and was sent to the ward-
robe coordinator, a woman
who selected a Jackie O-in-
spired green sheath dress for
me to wear to the party. It
seemed too short and too tight.
She thought not and solved the
problem by handing me a new
pair of control-top panty hose.
She added strappy high-heeled
sandals, a thick gold choker
and large hoop earrings. Outfit
complete, although still too
tight, I proceeded to hair and
makeup.

Perched on a high direc-
tor’s chair, my eyes were
covered in goop, my face
smeared with foundation
and brushed with powder. To
finish the look, my lips were
stained red and dabbed with
gloss. Next the stylist teased
my hair at least two inches,
sprayed it, smoothed it and
sprayed it again. | was ready
for the party.

I made my way to the shut-
tle area where extras gath-
ered. Standing alone, I had
an uneasy feeling of being
watched. Discreetly, I lifted
my eyes and scanned in all
directions. A man was stand-
ing about 6 feet to my left
looking at me. He was wear-
ing a leather jacket, blue jeans
and cowboy boots. His hair
reached his shoulders, his eyes
small and brown.

It was him.

Sean Penn, a two-time

Academy Award winner,
a Hollywood bad boy and
outspoken political powder
keg. We stared at each other
for about five seconds, until
I remembered the “no eye
contact” rule and turned
away. Luckily, a white stretch
limo arrived, and the driver
motioned me to get in. Sitting
alone in the back, I wondered
if the driver had made a
mistake and thought I was a
“real” cast member.

Winding slowly through
familiar streets, I saw three
of my friends on their morn-
ing walk. They were gawking
at the limo trying to catch a
glimpse of a celeb. The black-
ened windows obscured their
view. Laughing, I imagined
their surprise or disappoint-
ment if they knew I was
the occupant. Eventually, I
was dropped off at a “Brady
Bunch” look-alike house, my
home for the day.

When we arrived at the
set, the production assis-
tants began to stage the
scene, a backyard party for
Walt McCandless, played
by William Hurt. His wife,
Billie McCandless, played
by Marcia Gay Harden, had
planned this event. The stars
sat on a table located on the
upper tier of a deck, the
extras on the lower tier. I was
positioned by the steps and
handed a helium balloon and
told that during a speech the
“wife” would look at me, roll
her eyes and shrug her shoul-
ders. I was to follow her lead
and do the same.

Over and over, we prac-
tice the scene, the romance of
being in a movie slowly dissi-
pating.

Sean Penn, who was
directing the movie, continu-
ally used the steps to walk up
and talk with the stars. I tried
to make room for him, but
we kept side-stepping each
other, right-left, left-right.
After doing this a number of
times, while standing face to
face, I impulsively broke the
“no talk” rule.

Ilooked him straight in his
eyes and whispered, “Do you
want to dance?” The expres-
sion on his face was worth
suffering the consequence
of ““you will be replaced.” He
looked at me with the same
surprised look I had given
him earlier, and quickly went
to his director spot.

There were numerous
takes until “That’s a wrap!”
was heard two hours later.
Back at the staging area,
the extras were treated to a
scrumptious buffet. Under a
perfect blue sky, I savored the
feast and the memory of the
day.

Returning my outfit to
wardrobe, I stepped back into
my life as a teacher, my movie
career over.

But it wasn’t just yet.

I passed a table where
the cinematographer, the
producer and the director
were in deep discussion.

Sean Penn looked up and
smiled.

“Hey, thanks for being
here,” he said.

I returned his smile.

“Sure,” I replied.

With a mischievous twin-
kle in his eyes, Hollywood’s
bad boy chuckled, waved
and turned away from me to
continue his conversation.
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= Well organized with a c service
= Strong written and verbal communication skills.
* High energy level and attention to detail.
» Excellent knowledge of MS Office and social media platforms
= Comfort with multi-tasking in a deadline-driven environment.
* Understanding of basic business and marketing concepts.
= Excellent time management skills.
= Oversee daily office responsibilities
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Chamber Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 9:00am-4:00pm

At the Hermiston Chamber of Commerce, you will be part of spirited, and foi

team providing service to our members and community. This means a chance to make a real difference,

Our talented board and office team includes professionals with diverse skills and expertise from various

backgrounds, which ensures access to continued development, and the opportunity to grow no matter
where you are in your career.

WELCOME TO THE CHAMBER

SUMMER BUSINESS
LUNCHEON

July 13th, 2021
11:45 am -1:00pm
$20.00 a ticket
Bennett Botanical
Gardens
32632 E Punkin Center
Rd,
Hermiston, OR 97838 Community Sponsers
Prizes & guest speakers! T

L d
WAL-MART DC 6037

Featured Sponsers
%’ UMATILLA
ELECTRIC
‘=’ COOPERATIVE

EXpress

EMPLOYMENT PROFESSIONALS
Respecting People. Impacting Business.”

Go to
www.Hermistonchamber.com to
buy your tickets now!

All 2020 members call Kristina to
reserve your
free ticket.

#stionger together

PIONEER TITLE & ESCROW

RSVP TO KRISTINA 541-567-6151

COMMERCIAL OFFICE SPACE AVAIABLE

CORNERSTONE COURT
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SUBLEASE

What Is a Subleasa?

A Sublease Agreement is a
contract betwaen the current
tenant (sublessor) of an
existing lease and a new
tenant {refarred to as a
subtenant or sublessee}

Our New

KEEP IT
LOCAL

ELMER’S
IRRIGATION, INC.

“Proudly serving & investing in
the future of our communities”

Hwy 395 ¢ Hermiston
541-567-5572
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Cornerstona Court Complete Collection Service

1055 8 HWY305
Hermiston Or. 97838

Avallable at .86 a Sq fi. $850
Monthly sublet until
November of 2022,

INCORPORATED

Licensed ® Bonded
No Collection ¢ No Fee
461 E. Main
Hermiston, OR 97838
| Tim Mabry (5413 2899107
President www.creditsinc.com
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If you are a Chamber member and would
like to advertise here, please contact:
Kelly Schwirse, Hermiston Herald

541-564-4531
kschwirse@hermistonherald.com

MULTIFUNCITONAL CONTACT ‘
SPACE ntl ng

Kristina Olivas Since 1985

offica@hermistonchamber.com 541 . 567 8073

541-667-8151
B41-701-8084 53 W Beebe Ave, Hermiston, OR

1,000 Sq ft office space, with
loft,

HOW ARE
YOUR CARPETS
LOOKING?

CALL FOR AN
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

HERMISTON

1055 S. HWY 395, STE 111
HERMISTON, OR  541.567.6151

Eastern Oregon

Have you found the

PERFECT LOT
for Your Future Home?

Call our Local Team
”e"m‘ston 541-676-9884

541-303-8274°1475 N. 1ST STREET Member FDIC

MCP

PETROLEUM
345 N. 1st Place, Hermiston, OR 97838
541-28 9-5015 * www.mcpcoop.com

@ lubricants @@ VOYAGER

www.hermistonchamber.com
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P4 & MORE
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541-567-6562

54] 567 378] O I 800 238 1223 115 W. Hermiston Ave., Ste. 150

905 Diagonal ® Hermiston Hermiston Oregon
www.osokleen.com

.y
DINOPAY app + Sinclair Card

Save 30¢

‘off every gallon.

Get thea GETITON / Download on the
today!pp [ ' GoogIePIay] { S App Store ]

UEC L8, Complete Collection Service

BUSINESS
RESOURCE
CENTER

Phone: (541) 289-3000
Email: uecbrc@gmail.com

1475 N. First St. in Hermiston
Open Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

with a lunch closure from 1-2 p.m.

INCORPORATED
Licensed ® Bonded

No Collection ® No Fee
461 E. Main
Hermiston, OR 97838
(541) 2899107

www.creditsinc.com

We're here to assist your
farm or small businesses

with Covid-19 relief. Tim Mabry

President




