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Oregon’s public universities to require COVID-19 vaccinations, exemptions

Oregon Institute of Technology and
Eastern Oregon University state’s
last public universities to announce

requirement

By MEERAH POWELL
Oregon Public Broadcasting

LA GRANDE — 1It’s
unanimous. With recent
announcements from East-
ern Oregon University and
the Oregon Institute of Tech-
nology, all of Oregon’s public
universities will be requiring
COVID-19 vaccinations this
fall.

Oregon
Institute of
Technology
made its
announce-
ment on
Wednesday,
June 2, and
EOU followed on June 3.
Like all of Oregon’s other
public universities, both
OIT and EOU will require
vaccinations for students,
faculty and staff — except
with legally accepted
exemptions.

“We deliberated this
decision at length, evaluated
science and public health
recommendations, and
surveyed the EOU commu-
nity to identify the best
path to restoring a healthy,
highly engaged commu-
nity for those who work and
learn on our campus,” EOU

Insko

President Tom Inkso said in
a statement.

Eastern Oregon Univer-
sity was one of the founding
higher education partners in
Eastern Promise. Its profes-
sors work with public school
teachers to ensure high
schoolers are doing college-
level work in college credit
courses.

In a board meeting last
month, Insko said many
students and faculty were
split on the decision to
mandate the COVID-19
vaccine, according to a
survey. In that survey, the
majority of faculty at EOU
were in favor of a vaccine
mandate, while the major-
ity of students were against
one.

Eastern will officially
require COVID-19 vacci-
nations when the FDA fully
approves one or more of the
vaccines.

Both Pfizer and Moderna
have started the monthslong
process of getting full
approval, and the FDA has
indicated they’re “highly
likely” to be approved later
in 2021. But EOU offi-
cials don’t want members
of the campus community
waiting for that, empha-
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Alex Wittwer/The Observer, File

With Eastern Oregon University announcing a COVID-19 vaccine requirement on Thursday, June 3, 2021, all of the state’s
public universities now have vaccine mandates in place for this coming fall.

sizing in a news release,
that it “strongly encour-
ages students, employees
and partners to receive a
COVID-19 vaccine as soon
as possible.”

EOU said it will require
vaccinations for all students
and employees who learn or

work on campus. Students
who attend class fully online
and who don’t engage in any
on-campus activities will
not be required to be vacci-
nated.

“Ultimately, as with
every decision related to the
pandemic, we are focused

on protecting the safety and
health of the EOU commu-
nity, and returning to a
highly engaged, in-person,
on-campus experience that
upholds our mission and
shared values,” Insko said in
his statement. “We remain
committed to providing all

students with the greatest
educational opportunities
possible in preparation for
success after graduation.”
Both EOU and OIT say
they will provide more
information on how to
request an exemption or
submit proof of vaccination.
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BPA adds power shut-offs to
wildfire plan for Pacific Northwest

By JEDIDIAH MAYNES
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin

WALLA WALLA
Energy officials could inten-
tionally shut off power in
some areas of the Pacific
Northwest this summer to
mitigate wildfire risks, regu-
lators said, though it would
likely be a rare event.
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The carcass was intact and had not been
scavenged, according to an ODFW report.

ing Friday, May 28, near Tollgate, Umatilla
County sheriff’s spokesperson Jodi Florence
said. He was found by family members after
10 minutes and was unharmed, Florence said.

On May 29 on the Zig Zag Springs Trail,
a woman was reported to be injured while
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