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By GEORGE PLAVEN
Capital Press

HERMISTON — When 
Silvia Rondon fi rst arrived 
in Hermiston in 2006, local 
farmers were struggling 
with a surge of potato tuber 
moths damaging their crop.

Rondon, a professor and 
entomologist at Oregon 
State University’s Hermis-
ton Agricultural Research 
and Extension Center, 
was just establishing her 
program focused on inte-
grated pest management for 

irrigated row crops in the 
Columbia Basin.

Af ter st udying the 
pernicious insect, Rondon 
and her team learned the 
moth’s larvae prefer to 
feed on the leaves of young 
potato plants. Rather than 
spraying pesticide applica-
tions throughout the grow-
ing season, farmers could 
spray once or twice closer 
to harvest before the foliage 
shrivels and dies.

“That is the critical time,” 
she said. “Once the foliage, 
which is the preferred feed-

ing host of 
the pest, is 
gone, that’s 
when they 
start attack-
i n g  t h e 
tubers.”

O v e r 
the years, 

Rondon has helped grow-
ers in Northeastern Oregon 
and Southeastern Washing-
ton battle a variety of infes-
tations, including potato 
psyllid, potato beetle and 
lygus bugs.

Her experience has led 
Rondon to a new posi-
tion as director of OSU’s 
Integrated Pest Manage-
ment Center, helping farm-

ers across Oregon and the 
Pacifi c Northwest improve 
their production.

The Integrated Pest 
Management Center — 
formerly known as the 
Integrated Plant Protection 
Center — is based at OSU’s 
main campus in Corvallis, 
though Rondon said she will 
remain in Hermiston for the 
time being and continue to 
oversee the station’s ento-
mology program.

Rondon was selected 
by an 11-person search 
commit tee consist ing 
of members from OSU, 
the state Department of 
Agriculture and industry 
groups. Her appointment 

is eff ective July 1.
“I am super excited about 

this position, and the new 
challenge ahead of me,” 
Rondon said. “I think my 
expertise fi ts really well.”

In an email announc-
ing Rondon’s appointment, 
Alan Sams, dean of the OSU 
College of Agricultural 
Sciences, said she will help 
to strengthen the center, 
“enhancing our strategic 
goal to help our industries 
compete in their markets, 
domestically and globally.

Being based in Herm-
iston has given Rondon 
a broad grounding. The 
Columbia Basin, with its 
loamy soil and climate 

consisting of hot days and 
cool nights, grows more 
than 200 irrigated crops, 
each of which poses its own 
challenges and opportuni-
ties.

Umatilla County leads 
the state in production of 
vegetables, melons and 
potatoes, according to the 
most recent USDA Census 
of Agriculture, with sales 
topping $111 million.

“My specific program 
here in Hermiston will 
continue to be driven by 
the needs of local grow-
ers,” Rondon said. “I am 
extremely appreciative for 
all the support they have 
given me.”

Rondon lands new position with pest management center
She is appointed director of Oregon 
Integrated Pest Management Center

Rondon

By JEDIDIAH MAYNES
of the Walla Walla 

Union-Bulletin

WALLA WALLA — 
This Memorial Day, one 
poignant stop could be 
the monument near Fort 
Walla Walla Museum on 
Myra Road that honors the 
local men who died during 
World War II.

And to complete the 
ode to the fallen, you can 
even read a miniature 
biography on all 93 of 
them, thanks to the work 
now completed by Neil 
and Sherilyn Jacobson.

The book, “Infamy and 
Beyond: Servicemen from 
Walla Walla County, WA, 
Who Died in WWII,” is 
available in paperback 
exclusively at Fort Walla 
Walla Museum’s gift shop 
or its website.

The project essentially 
went hand-in-hand with 
the creation of the monu-
ment, the Jacobsons said.

“There were quite a 
few unusual things that 
don’t usually go along 
with publishing a book,” 
Sherilyn Jacobson said. 
“Because ... this turned 
out to be one of many 
offshoots from being 
involved in building the 
World War II monument.”

The duo began collab-
orating with team of 
volunteers building the 
monument early on and 
stuck with the project all 
the way up to its dedica-
tion in 2018.

“One thing led to 
another,” Sherilyn Jacob-
son said. “And then — 
being masters of overkill 
— we wound up with a 
400-page book.”

Their research even 
helped complete the 
monument to a greater 
extent.

Two soldiers had been 
left off , they discovered 
during their perusing.

Luckily, the monument 
was designed with the idea 
that more names could be 
added, they said.

The process for the 
Jacobsons was a labor of 
love and longevity. 

The two veterans took 
the past two years and 
essentially any free time 
they had and poured it into 
the research and writing of 
the book.

Some of the content 
also was used in a Walla 
Wal la  Un ion-Bul le -
tin supplement written 
by former U-B reporter 
Andy Porter and former 
U-B editor Tom Skeen. 
Porter was one of the 
final reviewers of the 
book, along with museum 
volunteer Kathy Stritzel 
who pored over micro-
fi lm of the Walla Walla 
Union-Bulletin at Whit-
man College’s Penrose 
Library for pictures of the 
soldiers.

What resulted is one of 
the most in-depth histor-
ical books written about 
Walla Walla County and 
its people.

“It was hard to know 
where to stop,” Sherilyn 
Jacobson said. 
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*MAXIMUM GAS REWARD AT PARTICIPATING CHEVRON OR TEXACO STATIONS IS $1 PER GALLON OF CHEVRON OR TEXACO BRANDED FUEL AND $1 PER GALLON 
AT SAFEWAY GAS STATIONS. Savings are limited to 25 gallons for one vehicle per transaction—subject to rounding for Chevron or Texaco in-store fuel transactions 
and/or transaction dollar limits on your payment card set by your financial institution. Other restrictions and exclusions apply. Grocery Rewards may be redeemed 
on an offered item only if your Rewards balance equals or exceeds Rewards required for that item.  Other restrictions and exclusions apply. See full program details 
in the Albertsons Companies Banner stores mobile apps.

Choose 
your 

favorite 
way to

SAVE!
1 Reward

2 Rewards

FREE
Lucerne® Shredded Cheese 
6 to 8-oz.

FREE
Lucerne® Large White Eggs 
12-ct. Grade AA.

Now Redeem Rewards* for

Gas or 
Groceries

Download the Safeway or Albertsons App

Redeem rewards* on offers like  
FREE EGGS 1 Dozen

Add Digital Offers  
personalized  
for you

Shop with 
the app

Enter your registered 
phone # at checkout 
to receive your 
SAVINGS

Prices in this ad are effective 6 AM Tuesday, June 1 thru Tuesday, June 8, 2021 (unless otherwise noted) in all Safeway or Albertsons stores in Oregon and S.W. Washington stores serving Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Clark, Skamania, Walla Walla 
and Klickitat Counties. Items offered for sale are not available to other dealers or wholesalers. Sales of products containing ephedrine, pseudoephedrine or phenylpropanolamine limited by law. Quantity rights reserved. SOME ADVERTISING 
ITEMS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE IN ALL STORES. Some advertised prices may be even lower in some stores. On Buy One, Get One Free (“BOGO”) offers, customer must purchase the first item to receive the second item free. BOGO offers are 
not 1/2 price sales. If only a single item purchased, the regular price applies. Manufacturers’ coupons may be used on purchased items only — not on free items. Limit one coupon per purchased item. Customer will be responsible for tax and 
deposits as required by law on the purchased and free items. No liquor sales in excess of 52 gallons. No liquor sales for resale. Liquor sales at licensed Safeway or Albertsons stores only. ©2021 Safeway Inc. or ©2021 Albertsons LLC. Availability 
of items may vary by store. Online and In-store prices, discounts and offers may differ.

Valid 6/1/21 - 6/8/21 Valid 6/1/21 - 6/8/21clip or CLICK! ® clip or CLICK! ®

Fresh cut fruits, veggies and ready to eat appetizers!

3 
for $12

WHEN YOU BUY 3

3 
for $10

WHEN YOU BUY 3

*Use this Savings Award on any shopping trip you choose at any Oregon Safeway or 
Albertsons store and S.W. Washington stores serving Clark, Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Skamania, 
Walla Walla and Klickitat counties by 6/8/21. This $10.00 Savings Award excludes purchases 
of Alcoholic Beverages, Fluid Dairy Products, Tobacco, US Postage Stamps, Trimet Bus/
Commuter Passes, Money Orders, Container Deposits, Lottery, Gift Cards, Gift Certificates 
Sales, All Pharmacy Prescription Purchases, Safeway Club Savings, Safeway or Albertsons 
Store Coupons and Sales Tax. One Savings Award redeemable per household. COUPON 
CANNOT BE DOUBLED. Online and in-store prices, discounts, and offers may differ.

This coupon must be presented at time of purchase at Safeway/Albertsons. Offer valid 
with Card and Coupon. COUPON CANNOT BE DOUBLED or combined with digital coupon. 
Coupon valid 6/1/21 - 6/8/21.
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