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Oregon Senate advances $9.3B school funding plan

By HILLARY BORRUD
The Oregonian

SALEM — A $9.3 billion plan
to fund Oregon schools for the next
two years is headed to the state
House after the Senate passed it on
a bipartisan vote with little debate on
Tuesday, May 25.

The state school fund budget
includes $300 million more than
necessary to maintain current level
K-12 services and programs, legis-
lative analysts said.

That proposed funding level
sparked controversy earlier this
month, when Gov. Kate Brown sent
a letter to legislative leaders urging
them not to pump more money into
the state’s funding system in which
districts receive formula-based
distributions to spend as they decide.

Advocates for educational equity
have been pushing for the state to
overhaul the funding system to
target more investments to histori-
cally underserved students, includ-
ing children in poverty and students
of color.

Under Oregon’s school funding
formula, districts receive much more
money for students with disabil-

Ben Lonergan/East Oregonian
Students at Echo School sit socially distanced in John Cox’s high school history class on Feb. 2, 2021. The Oregon
Senate on Tuesday, May 25, 2021, advanced a $9.3 billion school funding plan, $300 million more than necessary
to maintain the current level of K-12 services and programs.

their own cost estimate for 2021-
23 and it was $600 million higher
than legislative analysts calculated,
at $9.6 billion. That funding level
would allow districts, including
some with declining student enroll-
ment, to avoid layoffs, supporters
said. A school boards representative
vowed on May 25 to continue push-
ing for an additional $300 million in
the remaining month of the legisla-
tive session.

Republicans, who are in the
minority in the Legislature, are
pushing for schools to fully reopen
for in-person classes in the fall, and
they support the higher school fund
level as a way to achieve that.

The state school fund is the
largest single line-item in the state
budget and its passage will give
school districts around the state
certainty of the funding amounts
they can expect as they finalize
their local budgets for the next year.
Lawmakers must still decide how to
provide $200 million of the school
fund money, after they ditched a
plan to tap a reserve account for that
amount in the face of criticism from
the governor.

With a $1 billion windfall

ities and somewhat more money
for those living in poverty or learn-
ing English as a second language.
However, it delivers the same for
white and Asian students as Black,
Latino and Indigenous students, for
whom schools have delivered poor
outcomes in the past.

Lawmakers have discussed
potential changes in private meet-
ings this session but opted not to

make any changes to Senate Bill
5514, which the Senate approved on
May 25.

In a speech on the Senate floor,
Sen. Lew Frederick, D-Portland,
said other state funding streams and
unspecified proposals still under
consideration this session “directly
target the educational disparities
for Black, Indigenous and students
of color.”

“All, in my view, should be
targeting an expectation that all of
Oregon’s students are encouraged
to enjoy learning and tap into the
innate curiosity that they are born
with,” Frederick said.

Stand for Children Oregon Exec-
utive Director Toya Fick, a propo-
nent of changing the state school
fund formula, has pointed to rising
graduation rates among Black and

Latino students in recent years as
evidence the state’s targeted invest-
ments to help those students are
paying off and should be expanded.
Others, including some lawmak-
ers, have argued the state cannot
direct more funding to help under-
served students until it further
boosts the base state school fund.
School district officials and the
statewide teachers union produced

revealed in the latest revenue fore-
cast last week and $2.6 billion from
the latest federal relief package,
there is no shortage of options.

If the House passes the $9.3
billion budget, this will be at least
the fourth biennium in a row the
Legislature will have approved a
larger state school fund than legis-
lative analysts said was necessary
to continue services and programs.
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Oregon discloses huge surge

in wasted COV

That means that for every
100 doses recently admin-
istered, one dose has been
wasted — a far higher rate
than during the first five
months of vaccinations.

Tim Heider, a spokes-
person for OHA, said in an
email that wastage “may
increase as the vaccine roll-
out continues.” He said that’s
because vial sizes for some
vaccines have increased,
those vials may be opened
without every dose being
used, and more providers,
including smaller sites, are
now receiving vaccines.

Heider’s response matches
wording from a Centers for
Disease Control and Preven-
tion document written last
week, which he did not attri-
bute to the CDC.

“CDC and our partners
are doing everything possi-
ble to minimize the amount
of vaccine that goes unused,”
the federal document reads.

“We recognize that as
we continue to create more
opportunities to vacci-
nate more people, it may
increase the likelihood of
leaving unused doses in a
vial,” the CDC document

-19 vaccines

also said. “While we want to
continue to follow best prac-
tices to use every dose possi-
ble, we do not want that to
be at the expense of missing
an opportunity to vaccinate
every eligible person when
they are ready to get vacci-
nated.”

OHA began regularly
disclosing wasted doses
in early April, when only
656 doses had been wasted
compared to more than 2
million administered.

“We believe that our
health system partners are
managing their vaccine
responsibly and doing every-
thing that they can to mini-
mize waste,” the agency’s
chief financial officer, Dave
Baden, said in an April 7
statement.

“At this point, considering
the logistical complexity of
operating large-scale vacci-
nation programs, the small
amount of wasted vaccine in
Oregon is expected and not
surprising,” he added. “This
amount is a small fraction of
the more than 2 million doses
that have been safely deliv-
ered, managed and injected
in the arms of Oregonians.”

Oregon surpasses 200,000
COVID-19 cases, but rates

SALEM — Oregon has surpassed 200,000
confirmed COVID-19 cases since the start of
the pandemic, health officials said on Thurs-
day, May 27. The state’s death toll is 2,660.

Oregon Health Authority Director Dr.
Patrick Allen said this is a reminder the

“As we head into the Memorial Day
holiday weekend, this milestone is a grim
reminder that while case counts are decreas-
ing statewide in large part due to vaccina-
tion, there remains a risk of COVID-19 in
Oregon, especially for those who are not yet
vaccinated,” Allen said in a press release. “I
urge caution for Oregonians who are not yet
vaccinated. You are still at risk of infection

IN BRIEF

physical distance precautions.”
Despite the grim milestone, Oregon’s daily
case count, hospitalizations, deaths and posi-

tivity rates have been decreasing.
OHA reported on May 26 that during the

five weeks.

week of May 17, the number of daily cases
decreased by 25% from the previous week.
Coronavirus-related hospitalizations during
that week were 224 — the lowest figure in

Earlier this month, Oregon Gov. Kate

Brown set statewide and county COVID-19

and should wear a mask indoors and practice

vaccination targets, with the hope of reopen-
ing the state’s economy.

Brown said most statewide coronavirus
related restrictions will be lifted when 70%
of Oregon’s residents who are 16 years and
older receive their first COVID-19 vaccine
dose. Currently, more than half of Oregon’s
eligible population who are 16 or older have
received at least their first vaccine dose.
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