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From Porpoises to Tortoises by David Alfred Bywaters
Universal Crossword edited by David Steinberg

ACROSS

  1 Old-fashioned 
screen?

  6 Magma, after it 
erupts

 10 Like a single 
singer

 14 “Too many cooks 
spoil the broth,” 
e.g.

 15 Receptive
 16 Lacking 

substance
 17 Deck for telling 

the future
 18 2D version of a 

children’s game?
 20 DIY move rental
 22 Diplomat such as 

Linda Thomas-
Greenfield, briefly

 23 Breakfast on a 
South Florida 
island?

 27 Ultimate function
 28 Quantity
 29 Univ. near Albany
 30 “What’s up, ___?” 

(Bugs Bunny)
 31 Greek goddess of 

victory
 32 Untainted by
 35 Barbers’ 

gathering?
 41 Steamy spots

 42 Consume 
literature

 43 Knock loudly
 46 Nickname for 

Theodore
 47 Garlicky shrimp 

dish
 49 Countries that 

fight with each 
other?

 51 Booty that pirates 
store near their 
booties?

 53 Unused, as a 
bedroom

 54 Theater awards
 55 How some 

people visit the 
vet?

 57 Game with 
settlers

 62 Ones or elevens, 
in blackjack

 63 Golden Fleece 
ship

 64 Large venue
 65 Mascara target
 66 Put away
 67 Underprivileged

DOWN

  1 Butter portion
  2 Accessibility law, 

briefly
  3 Golfer’s 

benchmark
  4 Sense of self
  5 Not stay away
  6 Diet-friendly, on a 

food label
  7 Best possible 

grade
  8 ___ scallopini
  9 Line-forming 

insect
 10 Endure
 11 “Dang it!”
 12 “In this way”
 13 How freelancers 

typically work
 19 Next year’s senior
 21 Strike ... or a 

batter’s success
 23 German 

philosopher 
Immanuel

 24 Arab leader
 25 Oxen restraint
 26 What you can do 

when you don’t 
know

 27 Sword with a 
French name

 29 WNBA arbiters
 32 Affectionate
 

33 Basis of some 
COVID vaccines

 34 Untamed
 36 Shiny fabric
 37 Stage signals
 38 Striped Disney 

fish
 39 Crime boss
 40 Alter, theoretically 

for the better
 43 Mischief-maker
 44 Woolly Andean 

animal
 45 Cupboard stack
 47 Underhanded
 48 MRI alternative
 50 Like the city 

Limerick
 51 Beatnik’s beat 

source
 52 Give funding to
 54 Pastry that may 

be filled with 
berries

 56 Owns
 58 Exist
 59 Informal shirt
 60 Black-___-white 

cookies
 61 Aye’s opposite

Eye-Opening by Adam Wagner
Universal Crossword edited by David Steinberg

ACROSS

  1 Chicago paper’s 
nickname, with 
“The”

  5 Military trainee
 10 Recover
 14 Improve, as skills
 15 ___ and kicking
 16 TwitchCon, for 

one
 17 Disney queen 

voiced by Idina 
Menzel

 18 Like Mandarin 
Chinese

 19 Summit
 20 Muster enough 

courage
 23 Palindromic 

cookware brand
 24 Provoke
 25 Check time
 28 Pain-relieving 

patch maker
 30 Situated on
 32 ___ B. Wells (civil 

rights icon)
 33 “Makes sense”
 34 Suffering from 

cabin fever
 36 Lyft offering
 39 Projections on 

the wall at LAX?
 40 You may balance 

on one in the 
water

 44 Like 1-Down
 48 Horror director 

Roth
 49 Simplicity
 50 More than more 

than enough?
 52 Bright fish in 

aquariums
 54 Purina competitor
 56 Cost of applying
 57 Reaching an 

agreement ... or, 
parsed differently, 
what the starts 
of 20-, 34- and 
40-Across are?

 60 “LOL”
 62 Mister, in Mexico
 63 Bothersome 

person
 64 Express lane unit
 65 Madison Square 

Garden, for one
 66 One with many 

followers
 67 Cubs’ homes
 68 Peak 

performance?
 69 “Classic” soda

DOWN

  1 Desert in 
Mongolia, 
casually

  2 Some swanky 
watches

  3 How some rules 
are set

  4 Actor Bridges
  5 Squeaky mouse, 

perhaps
  6 Hi, in Hawaii
  7 Patronized, as a 

restaurant
  8 “Westworld” star 

___ Rachel Wood
  9 Travel, in sci-fi
 10 Like an elephant
 11 Travel site since 

1996
 12 Chimpanzee or 

bonobo
 13 Schmear go-with
 21 Org. that 

recognizes the 
rarity of eagles?

 22 ‘90s hip-hop 
purchase

 26 Woodworking 
tool: Var.

 27 “Wahoo!”
 29 Richard of 

“Chicago”
 31 How the teams 

start in most 
games

 34 Word after “high” 
or “seven”

 35 Invitation initials
 37 Vowel-shaped 

girder
 38 “Obey me!”
 40 Like a dog’s 

nose, typically
 41 Draft pick?
 42 Chef’s workplace
 43 Sat on the throne
 45 Creamy pasta 

sauce
 46 Has no obvious 

flaws
 47 Certain table’s 

support
 50 Without ethics
 51 December hrs. in 

Denver
 53 Uses one’s 

cellphone while 
abroad

 55 What to do on 
Yom Kippur

 58 Infamous Roman 
tyrant

 59 “Beyond cool!”
 60 Prepared for a 

surprise party, 
say

 61 Broke a fast
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Universal SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS

To lean is to passively push. There’s no other way to do 
it. Leaning forces the leaned-on thing in the opposite 
direction. That’s why it’s better to lean into only 
unwanted things. If your desire is to bring something 
close, then try a dance, seduction or some other kind 
of pulling motion today, as a Mercurial square upsets 
the balance of the Libra moon.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Much has been added 
to your life – relationships, responsibilities, interests, 
material items – and going forward, you can’t take it 
all. It’s, once again, time to decide which endeavors 
are worth committing to.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). The old you would 
have been eager to define things early on, but you’re 
now wondering if it’s necessary or even beneficial. 
Definitions are limits. Mysteries are limitless.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). The tendency to go into 
debt isn’t limited to finance. In fact, the little debts that 
get racked up between people can have a debilitating 
effect on relationships. Don’t let anyone get too far in 
the hole with you. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22). There are those who 
will try and convince you of a need that doesn’t exist. 
Things only become outdated if there are now other 
things that work better. Be careful not to pay to fix a 
thing that isn’t broken.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You’ll strengthen your mind/
body/spirit connection, and it all happens with 
physical exertion. Every time you work on your body, 
it will become increasingly receptive to the command 
of your mind and the intuition of your spirit.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You have to set your plan 
in action to know where the problems are. Start now 
while there are people around you who can help you 
do what needs to be done.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Why would anyone willingly 
offer up their work for scrutiny? To improve, of course. 
Only the courageous and the serious will proactively 
take this option, and you are definitely in that group. 
You want to be the best. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You don’t have to be 
in a position to make a change to dream about your 
options. Fantasies are supposed to be impractical. 
Think of it as shopping for your future with no 
obligation to buy. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The line between 
sharing and oversharing is liable to be ignored, 
blurred or completely crossed. Most people won’t 
mind knowing a little more than they need to.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Money is not the 
root of all evil; evil is! Money is just a sophisticated 
bartering system that can be used for purposes as 
varied as the people who advance them. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). When you care, you 
care deeply. When you notice, you notice a lot. What’s 
going on around you will be as exciting and thought-
provoking as your commitment level to it.  

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). As for mental arguments 
that only you can hear, they do serve a purpose. You’ll 
work out the pros and cons of a decision before you 
ever take the risk. Contain your deliberations inside a 
time frame though, or they’ll steal your day. 

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (MAY 21). All you’ve overcome 
has made you strong – and also funny! Humor comes 
from the flexibility of perspective you earned seeing 
different sides and extremes of life. A project will put 
your talents to good use, and you’ll be enthusiastically 
endorsed, too, helping you to move up professionally 
and financially. Aquarius and Pisces adore you. Your 
lucky numbers are: 21, 1, 7, 9 and 13. 

HOROSCOPES BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
FRIDAY, MAY 21, 2021 Mercury Upsets the Balance

As the cartoons teach us, a monster can come in 
many forms: scary, friendly, funny, pathetic, human 
and more. With all the variations, how do you 
differentiate a monster from your garden-variety 
everyday creature? The Mercury and Neptune square 
promises this about the monster on the scene: You’ll 
know it when you see it.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Success in one area of 
life won’t automatically bring success in other areas, 
but certain basic principles will apply universally. 
The work is best chunked down into small steps and 
mastered in order. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). No one comes into their 
own doing whatever everyone else does. As long as 
you are deeply satisfied by the work you are doing, it’s 
OK if you don’t fit in. In fact, it’s a good sign.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). There’s a time to keep 
score, and a time to indulge and share without 
worrying the least bit about who gave what. 
Scorekeeping turns giving and receiving into a job or 
a game instead of a spiritual act or a pure pleasure. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Anything you do to 
develop and learn about yourself, you do for your 
relationships. This is why you don’t have to be in a 
relationship to be working on one. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The umbrella of indifference 
may keep you dry, but it also obscures your view of 
the sky. The emotional weather is mild today, making 
it a good time to lower your protections and feel the 
cool rain of possibility on your cheeks.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). It doesn’t matter what 
the “it” is; what matters is how much you’re willing 
to focus on it. Could you focus on it to the exclusion 
of anything opposing? Could you focus on it to the 
exclusion of anything at all? 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You’ll give and hold out 

hope that your charity is going to a good place. Don’t 
worry. In today’s case, the real benefit happens inside 
your heart as you hand it over. The rest is gravy. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The real deals happen 
face to face – that exciting place where all the risk 
is right there and you never do know what the other 
person might do or say. Artful conversation will 
separate the amateurs from the pros.  

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You’ll reach a 
turning point in your work. Pause here a while to really 
consider the options. Once you pick a direction, its 
reversal, though not impossible, will be awkward and 
time-consuming. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). While you’d rather go 
into a game with a strategy, those require time you 
won’t have today. So, the best strategy will be to stay 
on high alert for clues and trust your instincts. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You possess qualities 
that seem so indelibly you, yet new styles of being are 
still a possibility. After all, in the stretch since your first 
breath, you’ve already been many people and more 
incarnations will unfold.   

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Maybe life is fair; maybe 
it’s not. No single person is objective or omniscient 
enough to know. But things don’t have to be fair to be 
good. An unjust moment will be, in the end, a glorious 
gift. 

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (May 22). A rebellious spirit 
pervades. The rules you break will liberate you. You’ll 
attract investors. The money helps you get a project 
off the ground, but there’s even more value in the 
time and lessons you gain. To repeat this success will 
bring you exponentially more, so take careful notes, 
pay attention and be methodical. Libra and Sagittarius 
adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 4, 44, 38, 5 and 
32. 

HOROSCOPES BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
SATURDAY, MAY 22, 2021 Mercury, Neptune and Monsters


