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NW lawmakers clash over dam conversations with Gov. Brown

By MATTHEW WEAVER
Capital Press

SALEM — Idaho Congress-
man Mike Simpson and represen-
tatives of Oregon Gov. Kate Brown
spoke for months about removing
dams on the Snake River, sparking
criticism from other members of
Congress from the region.

“I don’t know how many times
I have to say that I have not writ-
ten legislation,” Simpson said in a
press release. “What is available
to the public is what currently
exists.”

Lawmakers in Oregon and
Washington accused Simpson and
Brown, who supports removal of
the dams, of a lack of transparency.
They say it’s part of an effort to
push Simpson’s $33.5 billion plan
to remove the dams, in the name
of preserving salmon and benefit-
ing agriculture, through Congress
without regional support.

Brown did not respond to
requests for comment.

A 397-page document contain-
ing conversations between Simp-
son’s office and Brown’s office
were released in response to a
public records request from the
Center for Biological Diversity,
an environmental group.

“It’s clear this proposal is not
just a starting point, but rather a
radical and fully-baked plan he is
actively seeking to put into law,”
Reps. Dan Newhouse and Cathy
McMorris Rodgers, of Washing-
ton, and Cliff Bentz, of Oregon,
said in a press release.

They asked why Simpson
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Water moves through a spillway of the Lower Granite Dam on the Snake River near Almota, Wash., on April 11,
2018. Some Republican members of Congress from the Northwest are accusing a GOP Idaho lawmaker of con-
ducting secret negotiations with the Democratic governor of Oregon over a controversial proposal to breach
four dams on the Snake River to save endangered salmon runs.
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“Not only does this have

harmful impacts on our regional
dialogue, but it also raises ques-
tions about the viability of the
‘Four Governors’ agreement
signed last year which was
purportedly intended to formalize
a collaborative platform to work
together to address these import-
ant issues in the Northwest,” they
stated.

Simpson asked how he could
be working on the plan in secret

when he has been working on it for
three years, speaking with every-
one who would listen, including
Newhouse and McMorris Rodgers.

He said he wanted as many
answers as possible before going
public with the concept, and he is
traveling around the region taking
and incorporating feedback.

“I expected pushback when this
all started,” Simpson stated. “What
I did not expect was colleagues
with whom I have worked for a
number of years on a number of
issues to question my integrity,
to insinuate I have lied about my
motivation and in fact have nefar-
ious intentions to — what? Sabo-
tage the economy of my own state?
I have a strong record of public
service to the State of Idaho that
does not need to be listed here to
prove the absurdity of that notion.”

Simpson argued that “noth-
ing undermines regional dialogue
more than refusing to talk.”

Simpson called the Center for
Biological Diversity one of the
“extreme environmental groups”
that opposes his concept, “because
it would end their business model
of keeping the stakeholders in the
region in perennial litigation over
the four Lower Snake River dams.”

“It is interesting that Reps.
Cathy McMorris Rodgers, Dan
Newhouse and Cliff Bentz are
using this group’s work in their
effort to discredit me,” Simpson
stated.

Agricultural stakeholders and
power companies also oppose the
plan, saying removal of the dams
is a nonstarter.
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