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By MEERAH POWELL
Oregon Public Broadcasting

SALEM — Community 
colleges and public universi-
ties could gain the ability to 
merge, under a bill Oregon 
lawmakers are considering. 
But legislators and higher 
education officials say the 
details in what that would 
look like still need to be 
ironed out.

Senate President Peter 
Courtney introduced Senate 
Bill 1 during this current 
legislative session, and 
lawmakers discussed it 
during a public hearing on 
Monday, March 29. Court-
ney had introduced a similar 
bill back in the 2019 session, 
though it died before receiv-
ing a fl oor vote.

“It creates a clear path 
from community college 
education to a four-year 
degree,” he said. “The bill 
will create an administra-
tion for these new entities — 
one president instead of two, 
one provost instead of two, 
one human resources depart-
ment, one legal department. 
... The two institutions can be 
both leaner and stronger.”

Students can save a lot 
of money by choosing a 
community college for their 
first two years of higher 
education, Courtney said.

“Transfer r ing f rom 
community college to a four-
year university, however, can 
be a daunting task for many 

students,” he said.
Creat ing a merged 

community college and four-
year university would reduce 
the “transitional challenges,” 
Courtney said, by ensuring 
the two institutions would 
create “curricular continu-
ity” to guarantee students’ 

community college credits 
would count directly toward 
a bachelor’s degree.

Courtney said it would 
also expose students to paths 
they may have not otherwise 
taken. He gave the example 
of a student pursuing an EMT 
certifi cation, who would then 

be able to see a direct path to 
getting a pre-med bachelor’s 
degree.

“I know it’s a different 
idea. … If we don’t change 
how (the) higher education 
system operates, we’re going 
to leave a lot of our students 
behind, and Oregon is going 
to lose out on a lot of poten-
tial,” he said.

Oregon Sen. Michael 
Dembrow, chair of the Senate 
Committee on Education 
that held the public hearing 
for the bill, questioned the 
details of the legislation — 
specifically how bringing 
together two diff erent insti-
tutions’ funding streams and 
governance systems would 
work.

“The community colleges, 
their boards are elected by 
their local communities and 
they’re really proud of that, 
and that is a special relation-
ship they have with their 
communities, and that’s a 
question we’d need to solve,” 
Dembrow said.

Members of the boards of 
trustees at Oregon’s public 
universities are named by 
the governor and confi rmed 
by the state Senate.

“Those are details that can 
be worked out, but I will say 
my hope had been that this 
year we would see a couple 
of institutions that wanted 
to explore that kind of rela-
tionship, and then we could 
do some kind of pilot and try 
it out,” Dembrow said. “It 
seems like we’re not there 
yet.”

No universities, at least 
publicly, have stated any 
desire to pursue such a 
merger.

Presidents of both East-
ern Oregon University and 
Southern Oregon University 
testifi ed neutrally on the bill.

“At this time, frankly 
I don’t know if merging 
institutions would solve the 
numerous issues we have in 
front of us,” Tom Insko, EOU 
president, said. “I do however 
believe it is our responsibility 
to evaluate and clearly under-
stand if there are opportuni-
ties to do better and not let 
old paradigms and structures 
hamper our ability to accom-
plish extraordinary outcomes 
for current and prospective 
students, and I think SB 1 
could be one tool that could 
help.” 

Bill would allow community college and public university mergers

Sam Stites/Oregon Capital Bureau, File

Senate President Peter Courtney introduced Senate Bill 1, which would allow Oregon com-

munity colleges and public universities the ability to merge.

By MIKE ROGOWAY
The Oregonian

SALEM — The Oregon 
Legislature is moving to 
wipe out more than $300 
million in state taxes trig-
gered by federal stimulus 
payments, but it could take 
several months for 900,000 
taxpayers to get all the 
money back.

Congress authorized 

$1,800 in coronavirus relief 
payments in two install-
ments last year and approved 
another $1,400 earlier this 
month. The aid comes in the 
form of a federal tax rebate, 
which isn’t taxable.

Oregon is one of just six 
states that allow residents to 
subtract their federal taxes 
from their state tax liability. 
That’s usually a tax break, 

but the stimulus payments 
produced the opposite 
eff ect: Lower federal taxes 
meant Oregonians had less 
to subtract from their state 
tax obligation.

On average, that created 
a $333 tax hit for Orego-
nians who received stim-
ulus payments. The actual 
amount varies considerably 
based on individual circum-
stances, but even some 
lower-income households 
could end up owing a few 
hundred dollars.

The issue has been clear 
to lawmakers since last May, 
at least, when the Legisla-
tive Revenue Offi  ce wrote a 
report on the eff ects of the 

federal stimulus program. 
But lawmakers are just now 
taking it up.

Rep. Nancy Nathanson, 
D-Eugene, chairs the House 
Committee on Revenue. She 
said the Legislature focused 
initially on immediate 
pandemic aid and concluded 
that addressing the taxes 
generated by 2020 stimulus 
payments would be too chal-
lenging during last year’s 
special sessions. She said a 
rushed fi x would have intro-
duced a risk of mistakes or 
backlogged payments.

“After further evaluation, 
making a change to Oregon 
tax law is the surest way to 
off set the indirect impact that 

the federal tax credit has on 
Oregon taxpayers,” Nathan-
son wrote in an email. “I’m 
hopeful that this is a start-
ing point toward a bipartisan 
solution to streamline tax 
relief for the coming year.”

An amendment to House 
Bill 2433 proposed on 
Monday, March 29, would 
wipe out the entire Oregon 
tax obligation created by the 
stimulus payments. Some 
taxpayers who owed no 
federal taxes at all could also 
benefi t with lower state taxes.

Lawmakers in both 
parties have signaled support 
for addressing the stimulus 
tax issue. It may not be easy, 
though.

Changes in Oregon tax 
law don’t take effect until 
90 days after the Legislature 
convenes, long after the tax 
deadline for fi ling 2020 taxes 
(the deadline is May 17 this 
year, following federal and 
state postponements.)

At a House committee 
hearing on March 29, repre-
sentatives from the Oregon 
Department of Revenue testi-
fi ed that any change could 
take months to implement. 
That means Oregonians will 
have to wait an extended 
period to get repaid for taxes 
generated by 2020′s stimu-
lus payments, including the 
stimulus money Congress 
approved last December. 

Lawmakers explore wiping out stimulus tax penalty, refunds could take months
Unusual system 
resulted in 900,000 
low-income 
residents owing 
state taxes

SmithNathanson

101 Legal Notices
EO-11207

NOTICE OF BUDGET 
COMMITTEE MEETING

A public meeting of the Budget 
Committee of the Pilot Rock 
Cemetery Maintenance District 
#5, Umatilla County State of 
Oregon, to discuss the budget 
for the fiscal year July 1, 2021 
to June 30, 2022, will be held at 
634 NE 6th Street, Pilot Rock, 
Oregon. The meeting will take 
place on April 22nd at 7:00p.m. 
The purpose of this meeting is 
to receive the budget message 
and to receive comment from 
the public on the budget. A copy 
of the budget document may be 
inspected or obtained on or af-
ter April 29th at 504 NE Hickory 
Street, Pilot Rock, Oregon be-
tween the hours of 1:00pm and 
6:00pm.
This is a public meeting where 
deliberation of the Budget Com-
mittee will take place. Any per-
son may appear at the meeting 
and discuss the proposed bud-
get with the Budget Committee.
Publish dates: April 1 and April 
15. 2021

 

EO-11259
PUBLIC NOTICE

The City of Boardman 
will make a

Type II Land Use Decision 
Wednesday, April 21, 2021

The purpose of this notice is to 
take public comment for a Par-
tition request received on March 
8, 2021, from Amazon Data 
Services, Inc. (ADS). ADS is 
requesting a partition of Tax Lot 
#411 of Morrow County Tax Map 
4N 25E 09, a 70.39-acre par-
cel. The partition would create 
a second parcel of 5.35-acres 
with the parent parcel becoming 
65.04-acres in size. 

This Land Use Decision will be 
processed in accordance with 
Boardman Development Code 
Chapter 4.3 – Land Divisions 
and Lot Line Adjustments. 

The citizens of Boardman are 
invited to make comment in 
writing, orally at city hall, or 
electronically to beyelerb@city-
ofboardman.com .

(S) Heather Baumgartner
City Clerk
Posted: March 30, 2021
Published: March 30, 2021 
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651 Help Wanted

CITY OF MILTON-FREE-
WATER is now accepting 
applications for the position 
of Supervisor – Parks/Recre-
ation/Buildings, Public Works 
Department. Application & 
position information may be 
found on the City’s website 
at www.mfcity.com or you 
may call 541-938-8243 to 
arrange to pick up an appli-
cation from City Hall, 722 S. 
Main, Milton-Freewater, OR 
97862. Applications must 
be received in City Hall by 
11:00am on Friday, April 23, 
2021. EOE 

704 Feed-Hay-Grain

Alfalfa Hay and 
Alfalfa Grass mix
Second cutting

$10/ bale
We can load or deliver 

541-729-7937

707 Livestock Sales
Pasture calves for sale.

Free delivery
call 541-256-0907 

Baby calves for sale. Beef 
and dairy. Also buying sheep 
and goats. Call 541-701-4810 

828 Misc for Sale
CLEAN BLACK WALNUTS for 
sale $3/lb, $4/lb cracked; plus 
shipping. (541)564-9273 

101 Legal Notices
EO-11250

UMATILLA COUNTY, OREGON
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Community Addictions and 
Mental Health Program 

Services

Umatilla County, Oregon is re-
questing proposals for Com-
munity Addictions and Mental 
Health Program Services.  

Umatilla County may reject any 
proposals not in compliance 
with all prescribed procedures 
and requirements and reserves 
the right to reject for good cause 
any or all proposals and to ac-
cept the proposal deemed to be 
in the public interest.

A copy of the Request for Pro-
posals may be obtained by con-
tacting Mark Royal, 211 SW 1st 
Street, Pendleton, Oregon, (541) 
278-6330, or on the Umatilla 
County website at www.co.uma-
tilla.or.us/bcc/notices.  Propos-
als are due 4:00 p.m., April 26, 
2021, followed by public open-
ing.
March 30, April 1, 2021 

Check today’s classified
ads for excellent buys on

the items you need!

651 Help Wanted

offers innovative services in 
behavioral health all over the 
state of Oregon.  Come join 
this fast pace team to expand 
your career, gain new skills, 
and learn from leaders in the 
industry. The company has 
no plans of slowing down and 
welcome the candidate who 
can help spread our mission 
to Provide dynamic, progres-
sive, and diverse supports 
to improve the well-being of 
our communities. CCS is in 
search of a passionate full 
time (1.0 FTE) 40hrs/week 
Mental Health Specialist I 
(Skills Trainer) in Morrow 
County for the brand new In-
tensive In-Home Behavioral 
Health Treatment (IIBHT) pro-
gram.  The IIBHT tailors’ indi-
vidual needs of the child and 
family, and includes access 
to a multidisciplinary team of 
professionals and 24/7 proac-
tive and crisis response to the 
home. Help change lives by 
contributing to the well-being 
of CCS customers by meet-
ing monthly with the child and 
family to review progress, 
update treatment goals and 
safety plans. Qualified appli-
cants must have a Bachelors 
degree from an accredited 
college in psychology or oth-
er related field preferred or 
a high school diploma with 
three years of equivalent 
training/work experience. 
Wages for this position are 
$18.65-$26.87 hourly, DOE. 
You must also possess a valid 
drivers license from the state 
you reside in, the ability to 
pass a Criminal History Back-
ground Check. And person-
al auto insurance coverage 
of $300,000 for liability and 
$100,00 for property damage. 
Enjoy competitive wages, with 
excellent benefits.  CCS has 
a benefit package including 
medical, dental, vision, 401k 
match, EAP, potential for tui-
tion reimbursement and stu-
dent loan forgiveness, and 
paid licensure supervision.  
Position open until filled. EOE.

BUY IT!

SELL IT!

FIND IT!
East Oregonian

Classified
1-800-962-2819

SELL IT- in the Classifieds!

651 Help Wanted

JM Eagle of Umatilla, Or. 
The world’s largest plastic
pipe company is seeking 

INDUSTRIAL 
MAINTENANCE MECHANIC
No   experience    necessary,
employer is willing to train. 
Requirements:
• 18 years old
• Pass drug screen and back-
ground check
• Work any of the week includ-
ing weekends and holidays
Pay is DOE. Hours are 7am-
7pm or 7pm-7am. 
Great benefit package, medi-
cal,   401K   and   retirement. 
$500  signing  bonus,  based 
on NO ABSENCES, NO 
TARDINESS and NO DIS-
CIPLINARY ACTION. New 
hires  will receive  $200 after 
60 working days and $300 at 
the end of 6 months.
Apply   in   person   at   31240
Roxbury   Rd,   Umatilla   OR.
97882  or  send  resume  to:
branditurner@jmeagle.com

JM Eagle of Umatilla, Or.
The world’s largest plastic
pipe company is seeking a

PRODUCTION
LINE OPERATOR

No experience necessary,
employer is willing to train.

Requirements:
• 18 years old
• Pass drug screen and 
   background check
• Work any day of the week 
   including weekends and 
   holidays.
Pay is $15-16 per hour DOE.
Hours are 7am-7pm or 7pm-
7am. Great benefit package, 
medical, 401K and retire-
ment.

$500 signing bonus, 
based on 

NO ABSENCES, 
NO TARDINESS and 

NO DISCIPLINARY ACTION. 
New hires will receive $200 
after 60 working days and 
$300 at the end of 6 months.
Apply in person at 31240
Roxbury Rd, Umatilla OR.
97882 or send resume to:
branditurner@jmeagle.com

BUY IT! SELL IT!

FIND IT!

CALL

1-800-962-2819

651 Help Wanted

Career Opportunity! 
Medical Field: Asher Com-
munity Health Center has a 
position available for a front 
and back office Medical As-
sistant. Applicant must have 
good communication skills, 
be detailed oriented, and be 
able to multi-task efficiently. 
Must be able to pass a back-
ground check and a drug 
screen.  Computer skills re-
quired. Wage depends on 
experience. Bring your ener-
gy and enthusiasm, we’ll help 
you develop your skills!  If 
you’re ready to join our ded-
icated team, applications are 
available at our website Ash-
erHealth.org under “Career 
Opportunities”, or at 712 Jay 
Street Fossil, OR, 541-763-
2725.

Asher Dental Services 
is in search of a 

Dental Assistant. 
This is a full-time position with 
administrative duties includ-
ing inventory control, patient 
scheduling, claims submittal. 
Seeking a team player to join
our staff. We are a friendly, 
patient-oriented dental office. 
Dental Assistant will work un-
der the supervision of a den-
tist and perform all aspects 
of four-handed dentistry and 
dental assisting duties. Main-
tenance and sterilization of 
instruments, equipment, ma-
terials and treatment rooms 
for all dental procedures. 
Dental Assisting Certifica-
tion and experience desired 
but will train the right person. 
For more information, contact 
Teresa at Asher Community 
Health Center, Fossil Oregon, 
541-763-2725 ext 220.

JM Eagle of Umatilla, Or.
The world’s largest plastic
pipe company is seeking a

CLASS A CDL
TRUCK DRIVER

for our fast paced shipping
department. Full time hours

will vary daily Monday-Friday.
Must have a current medical
card and clean driving record.
Hourly wage DOE, excellent

benefits, paid holidays.
$500 signing bonus based

on NO ABSENCES, 
NO TARDINESS and 

NO DISCIPLINARY ACTION. 
New hires will receive $200 
after 60 working days and 
$300 at the end of 6 months.
Apply in person at 31240
Roxbury Rd, Umatilla, OR
97882 or send resume to:
branditurner@jmeagle.com

107 Public Notices
Keith & Jerry Sutter

You are way behind on your 
rent. You have 30 days to pay 
up or storge unit will be sold.

541-377-4675 

181 Lost & Found

LOST DOG
Siberian Husky lost on Pov-
erty Flat. Female, grey and 
black, chipped. Lost on Fri-
day. Please call:  541-379-
3053. 

504 Homes for Sale
$39,000 - North Hill 

Potential to combine lots with 
City approval. $39,00 per lot or 
$75,000 for 3 lots, subject to 

seller approval. Jef 
541-969-9539c. #20197075

Coldwell Banker
Whitney & Associates

541-276-0021  

$288,000
3bedroom, 3bath home, 21(m/l) 
acres. 23 miles from Pendleton 
close to Bar M. 3 levels with full
bath on each level. House not 
in flood plain! Jerry 541-969-

6378c. #21502158
Coldwell Banker

Whitney & Associates
541-276-0021

$42,500 HEPPNER
5.61acres, Heppner’s Ployhar 
Estates. Power easement along 
road. Property in farm use, buy-
ers to due diligence on this and 
perk/well test. Marsha 541-377-
5152c. #20179385

Coldwell Banker
Whitney & Associates

541-276-0021

$895,000 - Sweeping views! 
127 acres in CRP. Beautiful 
wood and tile flooring. Custom 
cabinetry, stainless-steel ap-
pliances. 4bedrooms, 3bath-
rooms. Theatre room. Oversized 
garage, 3bay shop. Kevin 541-

969-8243c. #21530696
Coldwell Banker

Whitney & Associates
541-276-0021

$699,000
27,000sf(m/l) commercial ware-
house, includes 3 adjacent 
empty lots. 3,500sf(m/l) of cold 
storage. Covered loading dock, 
2freight elevators, office space. 
Large bathrooms with show-
ers. Jason 760-409-6842c. 
#19250831 

Coldwell Banker
Whitney & Associates

541-276-0021  

UPCOMING GARAGE OR 

ESTATE SALE?

 Call 1-800-962-2819

 to advertise it in our   

 classified section and get 
 your sale out there!


