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Officials: ‘We are looking for people’
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6A games.

That stretches the Blue
Mountain Football Asso-
ciation pretty thin. Most
seasons, the association has
25-30 officials to put to work,
but because of COVID, this
year’s manpower is about 18
men.

George Gillette, who has
officiated football, basket-
ball and baseball for the
better part of 50 years, said
because of his age (70) and
COVID that he hasn’t been
able to help out with football
this year.

“It has been challenging
for our commissioner,” said
Gillette, who is the commis-
sioner of the Blue Moun-
tain Basketball Association.
“Mike (Lieuallen) has been
changing schedules daily, if
not hourly. A lot of guys are
doing more than yeoman’s
duties with two games a day,
three or four days a week.”

In addition to that, offi-
cials need to keep abreast
of the COVID protocols for
games.
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An official watches as the Umatilla Vikings kick off the sec-
ond half against the Irrigon Knights. The Vikings defeat-
ed the Knights 55-8 at Umatilla High School on Thursday,

March 25, 2021.

“All of us working as
officials are concerned
about ourselves, the players,
coaches and fans,” Gillette
said. “We are dealing with
health protocols we have
never had before, and they
change weekly.”

Weston-McEwen coach
Kenzie Hansell said he
appreciates everything
the officials have done this
season.

“Because of the officials,

we are allowed to play,”
Hansell said. “They do a
great job. The Weston-McE-
wen TigerScots appreciate all
that the officials have done to
allow us to have a season.”

Grant echoed the senti-
ment.

“They came to us before
the season and asked us to
help them out,” Grant said.
“This is a partnership. I told
them we’d play on a Wednes-
day night in a Walmart park-

ing lot if we could. They
have been big advocates for
our players being able to play
this year. We really appreci-
ate them.”

Smith and Gillette both
say every sport, from base-
ball to volleyball, needs more
officials. People are retiring,
health issues force them to
step down, or they have had
enough of unruly fans.

“We are looking for
people,” Smith said. “Volley-
ball is usually 8-12 weeks,
and it goes by really fast. It’s
great for former high school
players who are going to
college. They can make
enough to pay for a semester
of school.”

Gillette said he is sched-
uled to work one baseball
doubleheader. It’s what fits
into his work schedule at the
Milton-Freewater Municipal
Golf Course, where it has had
its best year of business in
several years.

“We are extremely short
on officials for football and
baseball,” he said. “We need
some younger guys to step
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wins and got four teams
through to the Sweet 16.

Oregon State and UCLA
already advanced, so the
showdown between the
Ducks and Trojans meant a
Pac-12 trio in the Elite Eight.

Oregon was in a familiar
position, running this deep
into March for the fourth
time in five NCAA Tour-
naments. USC had to reach
back to the 2006-07 team
with Nick Young and Taj
Gibson for its last Sweet 16
ride.

The Trojans won the
teams’ lone regular-season
meeting 72-58 by getting off
to a fast start.
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They did the same in
the rematch by slowing the
fast-moving Ducks.
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Knowing how hard it is to
make a lifestyle change, | _
let us help you through the
decision making process.

Sun Terrace Hermiston
A Retirement and
Assisted Living Community
A REGENCY PACIFIC COMMUNITY

Bringing independence to living and quality to life

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Call Pam: 541-564-2595
for assistance!
Check out our virtual four on YouTube:
search Sun Terrace Hermiston

CALL TODAY!
541-289-5433
1060 W. Elm,
Suite #115
Hermiston
Good Sheéﬂ?jsl\lflreodr?cal Center)
hermistonkidsdentist.com
Hours:

Mon-Fri 8am-4pm
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Jeff Roberson/Associated Press
Southern California guard Tahj Eaddy (2) drives between
Oregon guard LJ Figueroa, left, and guard Will Richardson,
right, during the first half of a Sweet 16 game in the NCAA
men’s college basketball tournament at Bankers Life Field-
house on Sunday, March 28, 2021, in Indianapolis.

offense, Oregon had a hard
time solving USC’s zone
between the big guards up
top and the shot-swatting

Mobley anchoring the paint.

Offensively, USC looked
more like the Ducks than
they did, pouring in 3s and
getting shots at the rim,
using a 17-2 run to go up 14.
The Trojans led 41-26 at half-
time.

USC stretched the lead
to 20 in the opening 3%
minutes of the second half
before the Ducks finally
came to life. An 11-0 run cut
USC’s lead to 69-60, but the
rally ran out of steam.

Oregon turned it over,
failed on a lob attempt, and
then Mobley threw down
a two-handed dunk over
Franck Kepnang.

“When you’re trying to
come back from the defi-
cit that we had you just
can’t have those mistakes,”
Altman said.
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211 S.E. Byers Ave.
Pendleton, OR 97801

* Adult, child & family therapy

* Psychiatric evaluation & treatment
* Mental health & crisis services

* Confidential and professional care

AYS

HELPING PEOPLE

CRISIS PHONE:

866-343-4473
331 SE 2nd St., Pendleton
541-276-6207
595 NW 11th St., Hermiston
541-567-2536

WWW.LIFEWAYS.ORG

FAMILY MEDICINE/URGENT CARE

HERMISTON
FAMILY
MEDICINE
%

URGENT CARE

No Appointment Necessary
Mon-Thurs 8am-5pm * Friday 8am-3pm
Medicare and Oregon Health Plan Accepted

g

236 E. Néwport

Hermiston

{across from US Bank)

541-567-1137

PREP STANDINGS

Through games played March 28 Irrigon 0-0 5-4
Umatilla 0-1 1-4
PREP FOOTBALL Nyssa 02 3>
Riverside 0-2 1-6
5A SPECIAL DISTRICT 1 2A BLUE MOUNTAIN CONFERENCE
Team League Overall
Team League Overall Heppner 40 5
Pendleton 31 31 Grant Union 3-1 4-3
Redmond -1 3-1 Union 2-0 8-1
Hood River Valley 22 22 Weston-McEwen 1-1 6-2
Ridgeview 22 22 Stanfield 1-3 1-6
IggaﬁanﬁZp (1)(1) % 1 Enterprise 0-1 2-4
Parkrose 01 3 Pilot Rock 0-2 4-4
Putnam 0-2 1-2 1A BIG SKY LEAGUE
MID-COLUMBIA CONFERENCE Team League  Overall
Team League Overall Condon 5-1 5-1
Chiawana 5-0 5-0 Dufur 3-0 5-3
Kennewick 5-0 5-0 South Wasco County ~ 3-1 3-5
Kamiakin 4-1 4-1 lone/Arlington 33 33
Richland 32 32 Sherman 3-3 3-3
Walla Walla 22 2-2 Lyle/Wishram 2-1 2-1
Hermiston 1-3 1-3 Trout Lake 1-3 1-4
Pasco 0-4 1-4 Mitchell/Spray 1-4 1-5
Hanford 0-4 1-4 Glenwood/Klickitat ~ 0-4 0-4
Southridge 0-4 0-5 Bickleton 0-6 0-6
2A BLUE MOUNTAIN CONFERENCE 1A OLD OREGON LEAGUE
Team League Overall Team League Overall
Heppner - 4-0 Imbler -0 32
Weston-McEwen 2-1 3-1 Powder Valley 1-0 7-0
Umatilla 2-2 22 Nixyaawii 1-0 5-3
Stanfield 12 2-2 Wallowa 1-1 5-2
Irrigon 0-1 0-3 Cove 12 2-4
Riverside 0-1 0-2 Joseph 0-0 1-4
Grant Union 0-2 1-2 Griswold 0-0 1-6
Elgin 0-1 0-1
1A SPECIAL DISTRICT 2 pigle Eagle 0-2 0-5
Team League Overall
Dufur 3-0 4-0 PREP GIRLS SOCCER
Wallowa 2-1 2-1
Pilot Rock 2-2 2-2
Eowder'VaIIey 1-0 3-1 5A INTERMOUNTAIN CONFERENCE
lnr’:}oelgp:rlse }; }g Team League Overall
Crane 13 13 The Dalles/Dufur 2-0-0 4-2-0
Elgin 0-0 01 Redmond 1-0-2 4-1-2
Ug' 0-1 0-1 Hood River Valley 0-0-2 1-4-2
Cmon 02 02 Ridgeview 0-1-2 0-5-2
ove Crook County 0-1-0 0-2-0
lone/Arlington 0-3 0-3 Pendleton 0-2-0 0-6-0
1A SPECIAL DISTRICT 4 (6-MAN) 3A/2A/1A SPECIAL DISTRICT 6
Team League Overall
South Wasco County  4-0 4-0 ;?vzr:‘side che?(gge Oge:r(a)ll
Joseph 30 40 Nyssa 1-0-0 310
Dayville/Monument  1-0 1-2 Umatilla 0-1-0 1-22
l%/“?crlrgljlr/]ég?:yiw\heelerl-lz %; Stanfield/Echo o-1-0 032
Harper Charter 0-1 0-1 FourRivers 0-2:0 0-6:0
Prairie City 0-2 0-2
Echo 0 o PREP BOYS SOCCER
PREP VOLLEYBALL 5A INTERMOUNTAIN CONFERENCE
Team League Overall
Hood River Valley 3-0-0 3-2-0
5A INTERMOUNTAIN CONFERENCE Ridgeview 51-0 230
Team League Overall  TheDalles/Dufur ~ 2-2-0 3-3-0
Crook County 6-0 9-1 Pendleton 1-1-0 1-2-0
Ridgeview 6-1 9-3 Redmond 0-2-0 1-5-0
Pendleton 4-3 7-4 Crook County 0-2-0 0-5-0
Hood River Valley 3 4 3-6
The Dalles 1-6 17 3A/2A/1A SPECIAL DISTRICT 6
Redmond 1-7 2-9 Team League Overall
3AEASTERN OREGON LEAGUE NS o0 33
Team League Overall Umatilla 0-0-0 2-2-0
Burns 3-0 9-1 Irrigon 0-0-0 0-5-0
Vale 1-3 3-6 Four Rivers 0-1-0 0-5-1
TUESDAY, MARCH 30 Heppner at Weston-McEwen, 4 p.m.
Volleyball Girls soccer

Pendleton at Crook County, 6:30 p.m.
Echo at lone/Arlington, 5 p.m.
Griswold at Riverside, 5 p.m.

Umatilla at Nixyaawii, 4 p.m.

Pilot Rock at McLoughlin, 5 p.m.
Irrigon at Stanfield, 5 p.m.

Hood River Valley at Pendleton, 6 p.m.
Stanfield/Echo at McLoughlin, 4 p.m.

Boys soccer

Riverside at Baker/Powder Valley, 5 p.m.
Irrigon at Umatilla, 4 p.m.

Pendleton at Hood River Valley, 4:30 p.m.

Contact Your Sales Rep Today!
Hermiston & surrounding areas

Kelly : 541-564-4531

Pendleton & surrounding areas

Angela:541-966-0827
ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON
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THOPEDIC SURGEON

Now Seeing Patients at

Hermiston Family Medicine
236 E. Newport, Hermiston

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT 544-567-1137

DENTIST

COMPREHENSIVE CARE
. A better way to oral health _ —

R
Ryan M. Wieseler, D.D.S., PC

995 Orchard Ave., Hermiston
541-567-8161

www.desertdentalsmiles.com




