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Rec supervisor recognized
for stepping in on shooting

By JADE MCDOWELL
East Oregonian

HERMISTON — A city
employee, who stepped in
during a recent shooting, was
recognized for “actions above
and beyond the normal call of
duty” during the Hermiston
City Council’s meeting on
Monday, March 8.

Brandon Artz, the city’s
recreation supervisor, was
the previously unnamed
city employee that Hermis-
ton Police Department had
praised for “quick think-
ing” on Feb. 10 when police
arrested Howard Califf, 46,
of Hermiston on several
charges, including attempted
murder.

According to the initial
news release from police,
Califf arrived armed at a
home in the 250 block of East
Gladys Avenue that he had
previously lived in, and then
been barred from by a court
order. He allegedly fired
several rounds inside the resi-
dence and at a male relative of
the home’s owner, at one point
shooting the victim’s dog as it
attempted to defend its owner.
The dog is expected to make a
full recovery, police said.

The home where the
incident took place is near
the buildings being used as
temporary city hall offices,
and during the city council
meeting Artz said he was just
leaving one of those offices
when he saw a man lying
down next to a dog and went

to investigate.

“As I rolled down my
window I said, ‘Hey buddy,
do you need some help?” and
he said, “Yes, somebody just
shot my dog,”” Artz said.

He said he spotted a hand-
gun lying near the scene and
immediately dialed 911 as
he got out of his vehicle. He
then saw a man coming out
of the home there and kicked
the gun under his vehicle so it
was out of easy reach.

“I stood over the gun, and
there was an altercation still
with that, but I wanted to
make sure that gun was safe
and that nobody was going
to be able to use it to harm
anyone,” he said.

Artz said he successfully
kept the man from getting to
the gun until police arrived
in under two minutes and
secured the scene.

Hermiston Police Chief
Jason Edmiston said Artz’s
actions were a good example
of aresident seeing something
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City of Hermiston/Contributed Photo
Brandon Artz, right, receives a certificate of recognition for
Mayor David Drotzmann, left, during a Hermiston City Coun-
cil meeting on Monday, March 8, 2021.

out of place and following
their gut feeling about it.

“Without going into detail
because this is a pending
matter, it could have ended
a lot worse, so we absolutely
appreciate Brandon’s assis-
tance,” he said.

Mayor David Drotzmann
presented Artz with a certif-
icate of recognition from
Drotzmann, Edmiston and
City Manager Byron Smith,
thanking him for his actions.

Califf remains in the
Umatilla County Jail on one
count of attempted murder,
two counts of unlawful use
of a weapon, one count of
burglary in the first degree,
one county of menacing, one
count of animal abuse in the
second degree, one count of
interfering with a peace offi-
cer, one count of reckless
endangering, one count of
unlawful possession of a fire-
arm and one count of resist-
ing arrest. His bail is listed at
$390,000.

Spicerkuhn
retains Hermiston
council seat

HERMISTON — Phil-
lip Spicerkuhn will offi-
cially retain his Hermiston
City Council seat represent-
ing Ward IV after a special
election.Spicerkuhn was
appointed as an interim
councilor in November
2020 after the resignation of
Doug Smith, and ran unop-
posed in the Tuesday, March
9, special
election to
fill the rest
of the term.

Accord-
ing to unof-
ficial results
from the
Umatilla
County
elections office posted
at 8:27 p.m. on Tuesday,
March 9, 819 voters turned
in ballots, with 726 votes
for Spicerkuhn, 74 write-in
votes and 19 ballots turned
in with no bubbles filled in.

Walmart
scheduling
COVID-19 vaccine

UMATILLA COUNTY
— All Walmart stores in
Oregon began scheduling
COVID-19 vaccine appoint-
ments on Wednesday, March
10, according to a news
release.

As new appointments
become available, slots
will appear online at www.
walmart.com/COVIDvac-

Spicerkuhn
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Oregon State Police/Contributed Photo

This photo shows the damaged bumper of a vehicle left

behind at the scene of a fatal
2019.

cine. Times vary by store.
Vaccines are available
to those currently eligi-
ble under Oregon Health
Authority guidelines,
including those age 65 and
up and certain professions.

Vaccine appointments
are also available at a vari-
ety of other locations now,
including Safeway, Bi-Mart,
hospitals, and several local
health clinics

OSP asks for
additional help in
fatal hit-and-run

HERMISTON
Oregon State Police are once
again asking the public for
help in an unsolved hit-and-
run in Hermiston that took
the life of Antonia Cobaru-
bias, 41.

Cobarubias was struck
and killed on Aug. 31, 2019,

hit-and-run in Hermiston in

at approximately 2:30 a.m.
on North Highway 395.

According to Oregon
State Police, the suspect
vehicle is likely a red Acura
Integra from between 1994
and 2001 with aftermarket
features.

The vehicle left behind its
bumper and a mirror.

Cobarubias’s family is
offering a $1,000 reward
for information leading to
an arrest and conviction in
the case.

The Oregon State Police
is still requesting anyone
with information regarding
this to contact the Oregon
State Police by dialing *OSP
or contact the Oregon State
Police Hermiston Office
directly by dialing 541-567-
3215.

— EO Media Group

Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation replace interim director

East Oregonian

MISSION — As it continues its
search for its next executive direc-
tor, the Confederated Tribes of
the Umatilla Indian Reservation
appointed a new interim director to
replace its outgoing one.

Paul Rabb will succeed Chuck
Sams as interim executive direc-
tor, the latter leaving to fulfill an

appointment to the Northwest
Power and Conservation Council
by Gov. Kate Brown.

A press release highlighted Sams
leadership during the COVID-19
pandemic, where he oversaw the
Tribes’ spread prevention efforts
and vaccine rollout. Prior to his
stint as interim director, Sams
worked as a communications direc-
tor and deputy executive director

for the CTUIR, in addition to time
spent working in the nonprofit and
for-profit sectors.

“I can’t thank Chuck enough
for his service to the Tribe,” Kat
Brigham, chair of the CTUIR Board
of Trustees, said in a statement. “We
are sad to see him go, but happy
that he has received such a presti-
gious appointment from Governor
Brown. We know that he will work

for the benefit of the entire region.
We wish him nothing but the best.”

Rabb will replace Sams as
interim executive director starting
on March 12.

The Tribes’ finance director
since 2015 and a former housing
director, Rabb was the commander
of the CTUIR Incident Command
Team during the February 2020
floods, which severely damaged

tribal infrastructure and several
homes on the Umatilla Indian
Reservation.

The CTUIR has been led by an
interim director since the resigna-
tion of former Executive Director
Ted Wright in November 2020.

The CTUIR is still in the midst
of a national search for its next exec-
utive director and expects to make a
selection this summer.

ur Quality is Timeless
This Price Isn’t!
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€€ Once in a while | come across a product
| think is excellent, and my Miracle-Ear
hearing aids are one of those things. 99
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Save on one of our I
smallest custom digital
hearing aids!

Now Only

1
1
$895!.
o |
HURRY! Offer ends 3/12/21 !

Valid on model Audiotone® Pro CIC I

I Valid at participating Miracle-Ear locations only. Limit one coupon per I
purchase. May not be combined with other offers and does not
I apply to prior sales. Cash value 1/20 cent. Offer Expires 3/12/21

= ME-4 Solutions. Cannot combi

Don’t be fooled by the small size.
The Miracle-Ear Mirage™ features
amazingly advanced and powerful
micro-technology, all wrapped up
in our tiniest hearing aid ever!

Another Great Way to Save

Make Your Appointment Today!

BUY 1 GET 1

Save on our full line of digital hearing solutions.

a
Hurry offer ends 3/12/21
| Good only from participating Miracle-Ear® representatives. One coupon per purcl

I or discounts apply. Discount does not apply to prior sales. Offer valid on ME-1, ME-2, ME73,I

combine with any other offers. Cash value 1/20 cent. Offer expires. 3/12/21

Now Through March 12th Mention Code: 21MarSink
Call for an appointment to avoid waiting! It's ALL FREE!

Miracle-Ear Quality
For $895. Why Wait?

Hearing is believing! Right now, for a very limited
time, you can get a fully digital, genuine Miracle-Ear®
hearing aid for less than $900. This is one of our
smallest, most discreet hearing solutions. Complete
with Miracle-Ear sound quality, custom fitting and a
comprehensive service and warranty program. Don't
wait, this special offer ends March 12, 2021

Experience the
Brand America Trusts.

At Miracle-Ear, we've been helping people hear
better** for over 65 years. So when you visit any one
of our 1200 locations across America, you're sure to
receive the friendly, professional service and the
personalized hearing solutions we're famous for.

Getting Started.
It's Free and Easy.

At Miracle-Ear, we make our process comfortable and
convenient. We also offer you a variety of valuable
services—at no charge.

annually.

Services include:

FREE Ear Canal Inspectionst
A miniature camera “tours”
your ear canal. You may not
have a hearing loss, it may be
nothing more than earwax.

FREE Hearing Testt

A complete hearing test that
reveals where you need
hearing help. Recommended
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50% Off

Don't miss out on this amazing offer.

hase. No other offers

OUR LOWEST PRICE ON

OPEN FIT

TECHNOLOGY
TRY THE ME2175 OPEN

It's incredibly discreet.

\ Save up to 30% off our full line of open fit technology.

Perfect for active lifestyles
¢ Noisy restaurants
¢ Plays, movies, recitals
e Conversation in the car
e Cards & board games
® Recreation around water
® Talking while exercising
* And that's just the start!

Offered on LIRIC

Hermiston: 955 SE 4th St. Ste. B Hermiston, OR 97838 « (541) 716-5092
Pendleton: 29 Southwest Dorian Ave, Pendleton, OR 97801 « (541) 224-8661

*Audiotone® Pro not included **Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evaluation, proper fit and ability to adapt to am-
plification.Our hearing test and video otoscopic inspection are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. These are not medical exams or diagnoses nor
are they intended to replace a physician’s care. If you suspect a medical problem, please seek treatment from your doctor. Hearing Aids must be returned within 30 days after delivery for a 100% refund.

PLUS RECEIVE THIS
HEARING AID CHARGER
FREE WITH PURCHASE

e Stays charged all day long
¢ No more hearing aid batteries.




