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City hall decision delayed

Miscommunication

between Hermiston,

architects pushes
vote to Feb. 8

By JADE MCDOWELL
East Oregonian

HERMISTON — The
Hermiston City Council had
planned to award the bid for
construction of a new city
hall during its Monday, Jan.
25, meeting, but had to delay
the vote.

City Manager Byron Smith
said state regulations required
the city to give seven days of
the apparent high bid to all
bidders after bidding is closed
to allow them to file objec-
tions. Due to a miscommuni-
cation with the architects on
the project, he said, that seven
days had not been fulfilled yet
by the Jan. 25 meeting.

The vote was moved to the
Feb. 8 city council agenda.

The city received five bids
on the project, which will
include a new three-floor city
hall where the old city hall is
currently located, a redesign
and repaving of the municipal
parking lot across the street
and replacement of old water
and sewer pipes along part of
the property. The apparent
low bidder for the project was
Griffin Construction of The
Dalles, at about $8.6 million.

On Monday the council

did vote to annex 13.8 acres
of property at 1307 SW. Third
St. in to the city for a planned
single-family subdivision.
The council also discussed
a 2021 goal-setting session
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The Hermiston City Council has delayed a vote to award the
bid for construction of a new city hall until Feb. 8, 2021.

tion we’re going in,” he said.
In addition to the council’s
annual goal-setting, the city
recently began a community
outreach effort that will take
place during 2021, gathering

“I'M INSPIRED BY THE DIRECTION
WE'RE GOING IN.”

— David Drotzmann, Hermiston mayor

that city councilors partici-
pated in over the weekend.
Mayor David Drotzmann
said he was proud of the work
councilors and city staff did
and was looking forward
to seeing the full report put
together from the 10-hour
goal-setting session.

“I'm inspired by the direc-

feedback from a citizen advi-
sory panel and other sources
for what goals the city should
include in a 20-year plan for
the community’s future.

During the meeting the
council listened to an update
from Parks and Recreation
Director Larry Fetter.

Fetter shared a video of
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Umatilla County
announces 30 new
COVID-19 cases

UMATILLA COUNTY
— Umatilla County Public
Health announced 30 new
COVID-19 cases for Wednes-
day, Jan. 27, according to the
Region 9 COVID-19 Dash-
board.

The Jan. 27 total comes
after the county announced
17 new cases on Tuesday, Jan.
26.

The new cases put the
county at 7,058 known cases
since the pandemic began last
year.

The county also
announced one new death
on Jan. 26 of a person with
COVID-19, putting it at 74
deaths.

The victim is a 70-year-
old man who tested positive
on Dec. 23, 2020, and died
on Wednesday, Jan. 15, at
Providence Medical Center
in Portland. This individ-
ual had underlying medical
conditions.

Morrow County reported
five new cases on Jan. 27
and one new case on Jan. 26
for a total of 973 since the
pandemic began. The county
has reported 11 deaths.

Hermiston
police investigate
reported shooting

HERMISTON — Police
are investigating a reported
shooting after a man was
found on the 100 block of
East Beech Avenue in Herm-
iston with what appeared to
be a single gunshot wound
to his leg on Monday, Jan.
25, according to Hermiston
Police Chief Jason Edmiston.

“The case is very much
active,” Edmiston said in
an email to the East Orego-
nian, “but we are confident
this was an isolated incident
involving parties that all
knew each other.”

Law enforcement
responded at around
4:25 p.m. on Jan. 25 to a
report that a man had been

shot at. Within minutes,
officers located the victim,
a 35-year-old man from
Umatilla who appeared to
have been shot in the leg,
Edmiston said.

The man was “subse-
quently transported
to the hospital with a
nonlife-threatening injury,”
Edmiston said.

Police proceeded to
investigate the incident, but
all parties were reluctant
to tell officers exactly what
happened, Edmiston said.
Police remained on the scene
and executed two search
warrants before they left at
approximately 10:45 p.m.

The following day,
Tuesday, Jan. 26, police
responded to a nearby resi-
dence on Jennie Avenue
on an unrelated reported
domestic disturbance, with
reports alleging that some-
body had a weapon, Edmis-
ton said. Officers remained
on-site until additional units
arrived, and then entered
the residence to ensure that
nobody was inside.

HSD shifts online
learning schedule

HERMISTON — Some
changes to the state’s COVID-
19 reopening metrics in
schools is leading to changes
in the way the Hermiston
School District operates.

In a press release, the
district announced it was
going to shift its online
classes to the afternoon to
allow for small group in-per-
son classes during the morn-
ings. The district believes this
will create an easier transition
whenever the district brings
in larger class sizes during the
hybrid learning stage.

“The excitement of our
teachers and building staff
is palpable,” Superintendent
Tricia Mooney said in a state-
ment. “We are excited for the
return of more students to the
classroom. We will continue
to observe Hermiston’s
COVID-19 case counts, and
we won’t be satisfied until we
can offer in-person instruc-

tion to every student.”
According to the press
release, the district will send
follow-up information via
newsletters or electronic
communication.

Three M-F
residents hurt in
rollover crash

MILTON-FREEWATER
— Three Milton-Freewa-
ter residents were injured
in a rollover crash early on
Monday, Jan. 25, according
to Oregon State Police.

Atabout 5:30 a.m., a sport
utility vehicle driven by
Justin Anderson, 32, rolled
on Highway 11 near the exit
for Weston and Highway 204
due to icy conditions.

The GMC Jimmy came
to rest with its wheels off the
roadway.

Petra Sandoval, 49, and
Paula Arizmende, 53, were
passengers in SUYV, accord-
ing to the report.

East Umatilla Fire &
Rescue District responded
to the crash and transported
all three to Providence St.
Mary Medical Center. The
nature of their injuries was
not reported.

— EO Media Group
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progress on the Funland Play-
ground at Butte Park. He said
a new dog park also at Butte
Park, on the opposite side of
the splash pad from Funland,
is now in use. Fences are up
to create “big dog” and “little
dog” sections of the park, but
he said the city will wait to
have an official grand opening
in March after signs, benches
and other amenities have been
installed.

Fetter shared designs for a
new playground at Riverfront
Park. The playground, as well
as a new paved parking lot,
will both be built on the south
end of the park to replace
the playground and parking
lot destroyed by flooding in
2020 on the north side of the
park. The new location may
still see some standing water
occasionally, Fetter said, but
not the deep rushing water
that has proved so destructive
in the past.

He also shared conceptual
art for a new “teen adven-
ture park” the city has been
designing. The park will
include spaces designed
for skateboarding, biking,
climbing and other activities
on South First Street across
from the police station and fire
station. Fetter said the city has
received one of the state grants
needed to build the park, and
if it receives the other one it
applied for, construction could
start later this year.

Four more inmates
die of COVID-19

TRCI continues
to struggle with
surge in cases

By BRYCE DOLE
East Oregonian

UMATILLA — Four
more inmates who report-
edly tested positive for
COVID-19 in the ongoing
outbreak at Two Rivers
Correctional Institution in
Umatilla have died, accord-
ing to press releases from
the Oregon Department of
Corrections.

Thirteen inmates from
TRCI who contracted
COVID-19 have died since
Jan. 1, according to ODOC
press releases.

The newly reported
deaths come as the prison
continues to face a surge
in cases. Since Tuesday,
Jan. 19, 65 inmates and
eight staff have reportedly
tested positive for COVID-
19, according to data from
ODOC as of Sunday, Jan.
24.

Since the beginning
of January, the prison has
reported 434 positive cases
among adults in custody
and 59 cases among staff.

The prison continues to
report more active cases

among adults in custody
than any prison in Oregon,
with 126 as of Jan. 24,
according to ODOC.

The Oregon Depart-
ment of Corrections doesn’t
release identifying infor-
mation about those who die
from COVID-19.

But the agency did
disclose that the first
reported victim was a man
between 70 and 80 years
old who died at the prison
on Thursday, Jan. 21.

The second was between
75 and 85 years old and
reportedly died in the pris-
on’s infirmary.

The third and fourth
each reportedly died Jan.
26 at a local hospital. One
of the men was between 55
and 65 years old, and the
other was between 65 and
75.

In all, 39 inmates in
Oregon prisons who tested
positive for COVID-19
have died, according to
ODOC.

And since the prison
began reporting COVID-
19 cases in April 2020,
Two Rivers has reported
704 positive cases among
inmates, the most among
Oregon prisons. The prison
has also reported 120 posi-
tive cases among staff, the
third most in the state.

Local buyer with over 35 years in
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PAYING IMMEDIATE CASH FOR

GOLD & SILVER!

Thursday, Friday & Saturday
Jan. 28, 29 & 30
9:00am-4:00pm

Come see Ray at Hermiston

Chamber of Commerce
1055 S. Hwy 395, Ste. 111

\( y o« TR
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1921-1935 - $17 each; All Carson City Dollars $40 each & up.
(example: 1893-S $1000 & up)

BUYING SCRAP GOLD & SILVER®
10KT, 14KT, Dental & 18KT
U.S. Gold Coins - Paying listed price & higher
Jewelry & Sterling Silver Flatware

999 Gold & Silver Bars

*Prices are subject to market fluctuation

e BUYING U.S. SILVER COINS 1964 & BEFORE °

14 TIMES FACE VALUE
Half Dollars: *7.00 each

Quarters: *3.50 each

Dimes: $1.40 each

Clad Half Dollars (1965-1970): *1.50 eac
Jefferson War Nickels: $.25 each

WE BUY CANADIAN COINS 1967 OR BEFORE

7 TIMES FACE VALUE

Half Dollars: *3.50 Quarters: *1.75 Dimes: .70

BUYING:

Old coins - complete or partial sets,
paper money (1934 & older), proof sets.

Indian Head Pennies:

1877  $225& Up
1908-S $20 & Up
1909-S $125 & Up
All Others $.50 & Up

Examples:

Lincoln Pennies:
1909-S $20
1909-S VDB $375
1910-S-1915-S $3
1914-D $50
1931-S $20

No amount too large or small.

Liberty Head
Nickel:
1885
1886

$100
$45

Buffalo Nickels: $.25 & up (must have full date)

Coins must be at least good or better condition and not bent or damaged.
Prices are subject to market fluctuation.

If you are unable to attend this event,
contact Ray - 541-571-6079
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BANNERS!

Call or stop by today

541.567.8073
53 W Beebe Ave
Hermiston, OR

C CENTER FOR EXCELLENCE IN
];f RMATOLOGY"

Cadll for an Appointment:
Toll Free
(B55) 825-4677

Hermiston:
1050 W. EIm St., Ste #220
Hermiston, OR 97838
(541) 289-4401

Kennewick:
8901 W. Gage Blvd
Kennewick, WA 99336
(809) 7351100
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JULIE HEREFORD, DCNP

- Mole Mapping

- Mole and Cyst Removal
- Photodynamic Light Therapy
- Skin Cancer Surgery

- Mohs Surgery

- FUll Body Skin Exams
- Allergy Patch Testing

I\/\ohs and Skin Cancer Surgery

ROBERT B. HOPP, MD




