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Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.
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Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

TODAY

44° 32°

43° 32°

A morning rain or 

snow shower

FRIDAY

Rather cloudy and 

chilly

44° 34°

44° 31°

SATURDAY

Mainly cloudy

46° 35°

47° 33°

SUNDAY

Cloudy with a 

shower in places

52° 38°

51° 37°

MONDAY

49° 33°

50° 35°

Occasional 

afternoon rain

Full Last New First

Jan 28 Feb 4 Feb 11 Feb 19

Boardman N 4-8 SW 4-8
Pendleton E 4-8 WSW 4-8
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Yesterday’s National Extremes: (for the 48 contiguous states)

High 88° in Boca Raton, Fla. Low -33° in Kabetogama, Minn.
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PENDLETON through 3 p.m. yest.

HERMISTON through 3 p.m. yest.

Yesterday 52°  38°
Normals 43°  28°
Records 69° (1934) -22° (1957)

Yesterday 54°  44°
Normals 43°  29°
Records 60° (1983) -28° (1957)

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date 0.78"
Normal month to date 1.24"
Year to date 0.78"
Last year to date 1.80"
Normal year to date 1.24"

24 hours ending 3 p.m. Trace
Month to date 0.49"
Normal month to date 1.12"
Year to date 0.49"
Last year to date 0.22"
Normal year to date 1.12"

Sunrise today   7:21 a.m.
Sunset tonight   4:56 p.m.
Moonrise today   4:53 p.m.
Moonset today   7:43 a.m.

Man accused of bomb threat
BAKER CITY — A Baker City man who 

apparently regretted the story he told police 
that landed his fi ancee in jail on Friday, Jan. 22, 
on a domestic violence charge later called 911 
allegedly threatening to blow up a building if 
he also wasn’t arrested.

Baker City Police Chief Ray Duman said the 
incident started when offi cers arrested Kellie 
Marrae Neary, 50, at the couple’s home after 
responding to a report of a disturbance.

Neary was charged with fourth-degree 
assault constituting domestic violence. She was 
lodged at the Baker County Jail and released 
after posting 10% ($750) of the total $7,500 bail.

Duman said about 2½ hours after Neary was 
arrested, David Allen Lyle, 49, called dispatch 
making threats.

“He said he was going to build a bomb and 
blow up a building if he was not arrested,” 
Duman said.

Lyle said he should be arrested because he 
had lied to police when they arrested Neary 
on the domestic violence charge, Duman said.

Because of the seriousness of Lyle’s 
threats, police took him to the jail where he 
was held on charges of fi rst-degree disorderly 

conduct and harassment.  
Lyle, who police said was intoxicated when 

offi cers arrested him, was held at the jail for a 
time and later granted a conditional release with 
a date and time to appear in court. 

Bentz named to House 
natural resources panel

WASHINGTON — U.S. Rep. Cliff Bentz, 
R-Ontario, has been named to the House 
Natural Resources Committee. The freshman 
lawmaker will sit on the panel 
that deals with legislation 
affecting water, land, energy, 
mining and forests.

Bentz said in a statement 
he hoped to use his experi-
ence as a rancher, water rights 
attorney and legislator to 
address national policies. He 
said a top priority is changing 
land management rules to reduce wildfi res.

Bentz represents Oregon’s 2nd Congres-
sional District, which covers all or part of 20 
counties in Eastern, Central and Southern 
Oregon.

— EO Media Group

IN BRIEF

By KATY NESBITT
For the East Oregonian

PENDLETON — One 
month beyond the winter 
solstice, Oregon’s mountain 
ranges are all below normal 
for annual snowpack aver-
ages.

A look at USDA Natu-
ral Resource Conservation 
District Snotel sites that track 
snowfall and snow water 
equivalent from Oct. 1 to 
Sept. 30 each year show more 
detailed reports of regional 
precipitation and snowpack.

The Umatilla, Walla Walla 
and Willow river basins are 
currently measuring 85% of 
the annual snowpack aver-
age, as of Wednesday, Jan. 
27.

The Emigrant Springs 
Snotel on Mount Emily, 24 
miles southeast from Pend-
leton and located at an eleva-
tion of 3,800 feet, started 
recording the fi rst measur-
able precipitation of the 
water year Nov. 8, 2020. As 
of Jan. 27, 13.6 total inches 
have fallen, the snow depth 
is currently 6 inches and the 
snow water equivalent is 1.3 
inches, 23% of the average.

The High Ridge Snotel 
site, about 20 miles west 
of Pendleton at 4,920 feet, 
recorded the site’s fi rst snow 
Nov. 8 with 1 inch. As of 
Jan. 27, a total of 25 inches 
of precipitation has fallen, 

slightly above the 30-year 
average. The snow water 
equivalent, registering at 15.6 
inches, 95% of average.

The Touchet Snotel site 
in Washington, which sits at 
5,530 feet, recorded precipi-

tation the fi rst week of Octo-
ber 2020. To date, it has 
recorded a total of 28.4 inches 
of total precipitation, running 
along the 30-year average. 
The snow water equiva-
lent measures 18 inches, 

85% of average.
Overall, the Grande 

Ronde, Power, Burnt and 
Imnaha river basins in North-
east Oregon is at 88% of its 
average snowpack.

The Mount Howard 

Snotel, towering 7,910 feet 
above Wallowa Lake, started 
measuring its first snow-
fall of about 1 inch on Oct. 
11, 2020. So far, the Mount 
Howard Snotel has measured 
16.5 inches of precipitation 
and the snow water equiva-
lent is 5.9 inches; 59% of the 
average.

At the Moss Springs 
Snotel outside of Cove, its 
first measurable snowfall 
was Oct. 27, 2020. As of Jan. 
27, 18 inches of precipitation 
has fallen. Snow water equiv-
alent is currently at around 12 
inches, 78% of average.

The snowpack totals 
across the rest of the state are 
a mixed bag.

The John Day Basin is at 
91%; the Harney Basin is at 
83%, the Upper Deschutes 
and Crooked river basins is 
at 79%; the Malheur Basin is 
at 80%; the Rogue/Umpqua 
Basin is at 71%; the Willa-
mette Basin is at 65%; the 
Hood Basin is at 66%, the 
Lake County/Goose Lake 
Basin is at 61%; the Klam-
ath Basin is at 66%; and the 
Owyhee Basin is at 57%.

According to the National 
Weather Service in Pendle-
ton, Northeast Oregon’s 
extended outlook for the 
next month looks for average 
winter temperatures with a 
40% above average chance of 
precipitation.

By KALEB LAY
La Grande Observer

LA GRANDE — A 
section of trail in the Mount 
Emily Recreation Area got 
a facelift last week thanks to 
the generosity of some local 
outdoor enthusiasts.

Volunteers with the Blue 
Mountain Singletrack Trails 
Club chipped in their time 
to improve a section of the 
Red Apple Trail, notorious 
for becoming swampy in the 
spring months.

“There’s a section that 
goes through a meadow, and 
in the spring and the fall, 
it’s just like a mud pit,” said 
Sean Lerner, a member of the 
club’s board of directors. “It’s 
been something that’s on the 
list of things to fi x for a long 
time.”

Lerner said the Trails Club 
had been considering look-
ing for grant money to pay 
for the repairs until a bene-
factor stepped in to donate 
a load of gravel toward the 
effort. After that, all it took 

was people willing to work 
to improve the trail, and club 
members stepped up to fi ll 
the role.

“One of ou r club 
members, Mike Riley, who 
does local excavation work, 
offered to donate and deliver 
like 12 or 13 yards of gravel,” 
Lerner said. “So he came and 
dropped that off, and we had 
six of us throughout the day 
and throughout the morning 
going in and moving wheel-
barrows and shaping the new 
raised trailbed.”

Lerner said the Blue 
Mountain Singletrack Trails 
Club had some 150 members, 
many of whom were fami-
lies. He noted that member-
ship nearly doubled in recent 
months, citing the pandemic.

“Being outside really took 
off this past year,” he said.

The club, which Lerner 
said was founded in 2007, 
was responsible for the initial 
purchase of Mount Emily 
Recreation Area just north 
of La Grande. The club also 
does much of the nonmotor-

ized trail building in MERA, 
though it has also helped 
build trails in the Anthony 
Lakes area.

Lerner explained that 
areas, such as the Mount 
Emily Recreation Area, were 
an asset to the community, 
both during and outside of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“Especially now, during 
the pandemic, we’ve seen that 
we’re pretty lucky to have 
places we can go and do stuff 
in a way that’s safe,” Lerner 
said. “Even beyond that, 
we’re really lucky here to 
have such access to outdoor 
recreation that’s so close to 
town. It’s pretty well proven 
that even just going for a walk 
in the woods is good for your 
mental and physical health.”

Those interested in learn-
ing more about the Blue 
Mountain Singletrack Trails 
Club, including a spring work 
day when the club encourages 
community members to chip 
in to help with trail repairs, 
can visit the BMSTC website 
at bluemountainstc.org.

NORTHWEST

— Founded Oct. 16, 1875 —

211 S.E. Byers Ave., Pendleton 541-276-2211
333 E. Main St., Hermiston 541-567-6211

Offi  ce hours: Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed major holidays

EastOregonian.com 

 In the App Store:

East Oregonian (USPS 164-980) is published Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, 
by the EO Media Group, 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801. Periodicals 

postage paid at Pendleton, OR. Postmaster: send address changes to 
East Oregonian, 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801.

Copyright © 2021, EO Media Group

EASTOREGONIAN

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

EZPay $10.75/month 50 percent

52 weeks $135 42 percent

26 weeks $71 39 percent

13 weeks $37 36 percent

Single copy price: 

$1.50 Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday

Classifi ed & Legal Advertising

1-800-962-2819 or 541-278-2678

classifi eds@eastoregonian.com or legals@eastoregonian.com

NEWS

• To submit news tips and press releases:

call 541-966-0818 or email news@eastoregonian.com

• To submit community events, calendar items and Your EO News:

email community@eastoregonian.com or call  Renee Struthers 

at 541-966-0818.

• To submit engagements, weddings and anniversaries:

email rstruthers@eastoregonian.com or visit eastoregonian.

com/community/announcements

• To submit sports or outdoors information or tips:

541-966-0838 • sports@eastoregonian.com

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Print Manager: Holly Rouska

541-617-7839 • hrouska@eomediagroup.com

Circulation Dept.
For mail delivery, online access, vacation stops 

or delivery concerns call 800-781-3214

ADVERTISING

Regional Sales Director (Eastside) EO Media Group:

• Karrine Brogoitti

541-963-3161 • kbrogoitti@eomediagroup.com

Advertising Manager: 

• Angela Treadwell

541-966-0827 • atreadwell@eastoregonian.com

Multimedia Consultants:

• Kelly Schwirse

541-564-4531 • kschwirse@eastoregonian.com

• Audra Workman

541-564-4538 • aworkman@eastoregonian.com

Business Offi  ce

• Dayle Stinson

541-966-0824 • dstinson@eastoregonian.com

Local home 
delivery

Savings 
(cover price) 

Volunteers offer time, resources 
for Red Apple Trail improvment

Bentz

Snowpack averages below normal in Oregon
Local totals 
around 85% of 
annual average

Ben Lonergan/East Oregonian

Snow caps the Blue Mountains on Wednesday, Jan. 27, 2021. According to the USDA Natural Resource Conservation District, 

the Umatilla, Walla Walla and Willow river basins are currently measuring 85% of the annual snowpack average as of Jan. 27.


