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Helix superintendent to step down for

East Oregonian

HELIX — After 27
years of serving the Helix
School District, Superinten-
dent Darrick Cope is step-
ping down, according to a
press release from the school
district.

Cope’s resignation was
effective as of Thursday, Jan.
21, but he will remain at the
district through the end of the
current school year.

“Working for almost three
decades in the Helix School

District
wasn’t just
a job, it
became a
way of life
for my family
and me,”
Cope said.
“Although
we had a few tough times, [
wouldn’t trade the experience
for anything. It has been an
honor and privilege to have
worked with such a great
staff, school board, parents
and community.”

Cope

Cope was a social studies
and physical education teacher
for 13 years starting in 1994
before he became superinten-
dent in 2007. Cope said the
highlights of his tenure were
the passage of two bonds,
thousands of dollars in grants,
many technology upgrades
and developing a strong staff.

Helix School Board Chair-
man Todd Thorne said Cope
has provided excellent educa-
tional implementation during
changes in methods and stan-
dards, strengthened financial

security during challenging
conditions, and provided valu-
able infrastructure progress.

“Darrick always
approached his role at Helix
from the standpoint of an
opportunity for accomplish-
ment and excellence,” he
said. “He is leaving the Helix
School District in a much
better standing than how he
found it.”

Larry Parker, Helix School
Board member, said it has
been a pleasure working with
Cope, whose leadership has

resulted in solid finances and
facilities and an excellent staff.
“His professionalism
and passion for not only the
District, but our community
in general will be greatly
missed. He is leaving us well
positioned to be successful
into the future,” he said.
After his departure from
the Helix School District,
Cope will work for the Inter-
Mountain ESD as the director
of facilities and operations.
“Helix has shaped me
into the person I am and has

new job with IMESD

prepared me for my new posi-
tion at the IMESD,” Cope said.

Dr. Mark Mulvihill,
IMESD superintendent,
said the agency is pleased to
welcome Cope to the team.

“Darrick’s experience in
Eastern Oregon and his lead-
ership and perspective as a
long-term district superinten-
dent are great assets for his
new role with us,” he said.

Cope’s last day at the Helix
School District is June 30 and
he starts his new job at the
IMESD on July 1.

Hermiston council
to consider city
hall bids on Jan. 25

HERMISTON — The
Hermiston City Council will
consider bids for construction
of a new city hall during its
Monday, Jan. 25, meeting.

According to a news
release, the city received
five bids ranging from $8.66
million to $11.48 million,
with the low bid coming from
Griffin Construction in The
Dalles. Engineers had esti-
mated the total project cost at
$8.97 million.

The project includes a
new, larger city hall where
the current city hall is located
at 180 N.E. Second St., allow-
ing the city to consolidate
services, such as the munic-

ipal court, that are currently
in other buildings. In the inter-
est of efficiency, the city also
included repaving and recon-
figuring the municipal park-
ing lot across Second Street
from city hall to add addi-
tional parking spaces, and
replacing two blocks of aging
water and sewer pipes next to
city hall.

More information on the
city hall project can be found
at hermistonprojects.com/
cityhall.

The city council will meet
at 7 p.m. at the Hermiston
Community Center, with
video of the meeting avail-
able on the city of Hermiston
YouTube page. For the full
agenda packet, see hermis-
ton.or.us/meetings.

LOCAL BRIEFING

TRCI announces
two more
COVID deaths

UMATILLA — Two more
inmates, who tested positive
for COVID-19 in the ongoing
outbreak at Two Rivers Correc-
tional Institution in Umatilla
have died, according to a
press release from the Oregon
Department of Corrections,
raising the death toll among
adults in custody at the prison
to nine since January began.

The newly reported deaths
come as reported cases at the
prison continue to spike, with
133 inmates and 17 staff report-
edly testing positive between
Tuesday, Jan. 12 and Tuesday,
Jan. 19, according to ODOC
data as of Jan. 19.

Since December 2020,
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when cases began to surge at
TRCI, 575 inmates and 81 staff
have reportedly tested positive
for COVID-19, according to
ODOC data. Four hundred of
those inmates and 53 staff have
tested positive since the begin-
ning of January.

However, the number of
active cases reported among
AlCs at the prison has recently
declined to 138, according to
ODOC data as of Wednesday,
Jan. 20. The total active cases
are still the most among pris-
ons in Oregon.

Both of the inmates who
reportedly died after contract-
ing the virus at TRCI were
between 70 and 80 years old.
Each died at a local hospital,
the press release said, with the
first on Jan. 20 and the second
on Thursday, Jan. 21.

Since the pandemic began,
670 inmates have tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 at TRCI
— more than any prison in
Oregon. And among staff, 115
have reportedly tested positive
for the virus.

Repair work
begins on FSR 54

PENDLETON — Contrac-
tors started this week on the
northern portion of Forest
Service Road 54 from the
intersection of East Birch
Creek Road south for 0.6 miles,
according to a press release.

FSR 54, also known as
Pearson Creek Road, is located
approximately 10 miles south-
east of Pilot Rock.

Contractors began mobiliz-
ing equipment to the area on

S~ -

Monday, Jan. 18, shortly after
being awarded the contract.
Work will be ongoing for
approximately three weeks
and includes repairing the
bridge approach at the intersec-
tion of East Birch Creek Road,
backfilling eroded roadway,
clearing debris, and restor-
ing drainage features prior to
spring runoff by cleaning or
repairing damaged culverts
and ditches. The objective of
this repair work is to restore
access into private residences
and ensure road conditions
provide for safe travel.

This section of road is
restricted to one lane of travel
for local residents while repair
work is underway. Following
the repair work, access will be
limited to local traffic only.

— EO Media Group

DEAR WINTER,

NEW 2021 RAV4 LE

3239 136152,999 |

PER MO.

DUE AT SIGNING

DUE AT SIGNING, PLUS
TAXES AND FEES

NEW 2021 VENZA LE

5279 136152,999

PER MO.

NEW 2021 TACOMA

1,000

CUSTOMER CASH

TOYOTA.COM

DUE AT SIGNING, PLUS
TAXES AND FEES

See Your Local
Toyota Dealer
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AFTER $500 LEASE BONUS
CASH APPLIED TO AMOUNT

ToyotaCare’

Prototypes shown with options. Extra-cost color shown. Excludes TRD Pro models. Customer cash from Toyota Motor Sales USA, Inc. Must be
applied to the transaction. No cash payment will be made to consumer. Lease a new 2021 RAV4 LE for $239 a month for 39 months with $3,499
due at signing on approved credit through Toyota Financial Services. $500 Subvention Cash applied to amount due at signing. TFS lease due at

signing of $3,499 includes $2,610 Cap. Cost Reduction, $650 acq. Fee which totals $3,260 down, and 1st month's payment. Base MSRP excl.
freight is $27,450. Cap cost $27,651. Lease-end purchase option $19,070. $350 disposition fee due at lease end. Total lease cost is $11,864. Lease
a new 2021 Venza LE for $279 a month for 36 months with $2,999 due at signing on approved credit through Toyota Financial Services. TFS lease
due at signing of $3,499 includes $2,070 Cap. Cost Reduction, $650 acq. fee which totals $2,720 down, and 1st month's payment. Base MSRP
excl. freight is $32,470 Cap cost $32,414. Lease-end purchase option $21,869. $350 disposition fee due at lease end. Total lease cost is $12,764.
Call 1-800-79-Toyota for details. Does not include taxes, license, title/registration fees, dealer fees and Oregon tax (.05%). Down payment may be
required. Does not include College Grad or Military Rebate. Varies by region. See dealer for details. 1$350 disposition fee due at lease end unless
customer purchases vehicle or decides to re-finance through Toyota Financial Services. Customer responsible for maintenance, excess wear and
tear and $0.15 per mile over 12,000 miles per year. Lease does not include taxes, license, title fees, insurance, regionally required equipment and
other dealers’ charges are extra and not included in the amounts shown. Closed-end lease. Payment may vary depending upon final transaction
price. Subject to availability. Offers may vary by region. See participating dealer for details. *ToyotaCare Covers normal factory scheduled service
for 2 years or 25,000 miles, whichever comes first. See Toyota dealer for details and exclusions. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska.

Offers end 2/1/21.



