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Kimberly and Richard Low pose for a photo with their new-
born daughter, Baylor, who was born at 8 p.m. on Friday, Jan.
1, 2021, at Good Shepherd Medical Center in Hermiston.

New Year’s baby an
early surprise for parents

Hermiston’s first
baby of 2021 was
due Jan. 10

By BRYCE DOLE
East Oregonian

HERMISTON — A
Hermiston couple welcomed
their new baby daughter,
Baylor Addison Low, to the
world on the evening of New
Year’s Day in Hermiston.

Baylor was born at 8 p.m.
on Friday, Jan. 1, at Good
Shepherd Medical Center,
making her the hospital’s
first baby of 2021. She is the
Lows’ second child, the first
being their daughter Parker,
a 3-year-old.

“Im just excited and
looking forward to a fresh
start to a new year and the
memories we’ll make as a
family of four,” said Kim-
berly Low, 28, Baylor’s
mother.

Baylor was due Jan. 10,
but when Kimberly Low had
to be induced for a couple
days due to her high blood
pressure, the Lows knew
that Baylor was coming
sooner than they thought.

“Now I have a family
member that’s born on a
holiday,” said Richard Low,
Baylor’s father, a 32-year-
old who works as a qual-
ity assurance manager for

Grain Craft Inc. in Pendle-
ton. “I don’t (know) what to
expect from that, whether
that will make it weird, if
you have to plan harder, or
if it’ll be easier to remember
the birthday.”

Richard Low said that
when he received the call to
go to the hospital on Dec. 31,
2020, he grew excited that
his daughter might be born
on New Year’s Day.

“It’s amazing that you’re
entrusted with a new life,”
said Richard Low, a long-
time resident of Umatilla
County who grew up in Pilot
Rock. “It’s kind of humbling
and overwhelming that you
have to take care of a human
life. It’s very joyous, you
know. It’s the can’t-wipe-
the-smile-off-your-face
kind of joy.”

Kimberly Low is look-
ing forward to teaching her
daughter how to find joy in
the small things in life, just
like what they have shared
with their daughter Parker
— riding scooters, playing
with chalk and eating popsi-
cles in the driveway.

“Our daughter, right
now, is the happiest kid that
I look at,” Richard Low said
of Parker. “I would like the
same thing for (Baylor).
To enjoy the innocence of
childhood and to grow up to
be great.”

UAS 1industry grows despite pandemic

By ANTONIO SIERRA
East Oregonian

PENDLETON —
While it has had devastat-
ing effects on other busi-
ness sectors, Pendleton’s
unmanned aerial systems
industry wasn’t grounded.

Darryl Abling, the city’s
range manager, said oper-
ations never really slowed
down during the pandemic
as social distancing didn’t
really prevent UAS com-
panies from running test
flights.

Abling said total opera-
tions were up from 2019 and
he expects them to reach a
new annual high of 5,000-
7,000 test flights in 2021.

He added that both pub-
lic and private hangars are
being built to accommo-
date customers and a UAS
industrial park is nearly
complete.

Abling said the total
number of jobs now con-
centrated at the range is
now just under 100, he said.
While some are based in
Pendleton, others are com-
muting in from elsewhere.

A veteran of aerospace
giant Northrop Grumman,
Abling said it’s not unusual
in the aviation industry for
employees to commute in
from far-flung locales to go
to work.

Pendleton is building a
UAS industrial park under
the idea that it could lead to
a UAS manufacturing facil-
ity in the future, a prospect
that could lead to a signifi-
cant jobs boost at the range.
Abling said Pendleton has
a few leads on companies
interested in manufactur-
ing, but even if it doesn’t
come together, the range
should remain sustainable.

Abling said it also isn’t a
bad sign when there’s turn-
over at the range. Last year,
the range lost prominent
customers Airbus and PAE.

Abling said residents
should expect a fair amount
of coming or going at a
range, whether it’s because
a project is intentionally
short term or a company
simply isn’t able to make
their UAS idea work.

“They fail for a variety
of reasons,” he said. “It’s a

hard industry to break into.”

Unencumbered by mil-
lions of dollars of debt that
was wiped away by fed-
eral stimulus designated for
COVID-19 relief, Airport
Manager Steve Chrisman
said he was bullish on the
future of the airport.

Besides the growth of
the UAS range, Chrisman
spoke about a few other
developments at the airport.

The Pendleton airport
hasn’t had an airport rental
car supplier since Hertz left
town following former air
service provider SeaPort’s
bankruptcy declaration in
2016.

While it’s not a full-
fledged office, Chrisman
said Enterprise Rent-A-Car
will be installing a dropbox
for car rentals within the
next few months. Boutique
Air, the city’s current pas-
senger air service provider,
will continue to maintain its
own fleet of rental cars, but
Chrisman said Enterprise
will give people who land in
Pendleton more long-range
options.

Chrisman said Makad

Corp. will begin work on
its long-gestating airport
hotel project in January. He
confirmed that the Vancou-
ver-based Makad will part-
ner with Radisson on the
74-room hotel, but he said
he didn’t have many more
details besides that.

Allan Fulsher, Makad
Corp.’s general counsel,
declined to comment while
Tawni Camarillo, a com-
pany vice president, didn’t
return an email requesting
comment.

While Makad Corp.
developed the River Lodge
and Grill in Boardman, its
other projects at the Port
of Morrow either failed
to come to fruition or got
bogged down in a lawsuit
before being sold.

Its other announced proj-
ect in Pendleton — a data
center on Airport Road —
has yet to break ground.

The Pendleton City
Council approved a lease
with a Makad Corp. subsid-
iary to build the hotel in the
airport’s long-term parking
lot, but stripped many of the
incentives it had asked for.

Multiple crashes shut down Tollgate highway

By JEDIDIAH MAYNES
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin

TOLLGATE — Multi-
ple vehicles crashing and
sliding off the road on
Highway 204 through Toll-
gate caused the road to be
shut down Saturday, Jan.
2, the Oregon Department
of Transportation reported.

According to the depart-
ment’s TripCheck website,
the first crash happened

around 2:30 p.m., caus-
ing minimal delays. By
3:30 p.m., multiple crashes
were reported and cars
began sliding off and get-
ting backed up in a traffic
jam.

The highway was closed
from the edge of Weston to
the edge of Elgin around
3 p.m. in response to the
crashes.

By 4 p.m., the highway
at Tollgate had turned into

a virtual parking lot as
traffic began to get more
and more congested. Traf-
fic did appear to begin
moving slowly shortly
thereafter.

Wintry weather was
causing low visibility, and
heavy snowfall made for
slick road conditions.

The Tollgate area, popu-
lar for its winter recreation,
was expected to receive
8-12 inches of snow this

weekend, according to the
National Weather Service
in Pendleton.

ODOT  spokesperson
Tom Strandberg said he
didn’t have all of the details
about the incident, but
he said when the weather
turns nasty in that area it’s
common for the closures to
last for several hours.

By evening, the road-
way was open again,
according to TripCheck.

Umatilla County
reports 223 new
COVID-19 cases

UMATILLA COUNTY
— Umatilla County Pub-
lic Health reported 223

LOCAL BRIEFING

new cases of COVID-19 on
Monday, Jan. 4.

The case count includes
totals for Friday, Jan. 1
(New Year’s Day), the
weekend and Monday,
Jan. 4. That brings the
county up to 5,863 total

cases reported to the health
department since the pan-
demic began.

Morrow County
reported 28 new cases, for
a total of 843 since the pan-
demic began.

Oregon Health Author-

ity reported on Jan. 4 that
so far 48,725 vaccine doses
have been administered
statewide, out of 190,500
doses that have been deliv-
ered to sites in Oregon so
far.

— EO Media Group

Losing Your HEARING

or are your ears just plugged with EARWAX?

FIND OUT FOR YOURSELF! You are invited for a FREE ear inspection using the
latest video technology to determine if you could be helped by a hearing aid.

FREE Video Otoscope Ear Inspection*

This show-all Picture of your ear canal is displayed on a color monitor,
FREE Complete Electronic Hearing Test*
can be helped by a hearing aid.

FREE Package of Hearing Aid Batteries

d If we test your hearing to see if you could be helped by a hearing aid you will receive
‘@ another FREE Package.

! FREE In-Office Repairs
All in-office hearing aid repairs shall be FREE...and factory
repairs, regardless of make or model shall be 50% OFF the total cost of the repair.

LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Save on our advanced line

of digital hearing aids.

so you'll see exactly what we see to determine if you could be helped by a hearing aid.

This Audiometric evaluation will precisely show you what you’ve been missing and if you

| If you now wear a hearing aid, you will receive one FREE package of Hearing Aid Batteries.

OPEN FIT TECHNOLOGY

Now Through 1/11/21 Mention Code: 11JanLosing
Call for an appointment to avoid waiting! Its ALL FREE!
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* Smaller than ever
* More natural sounding

Open Fit/Receiver-In-The-Canal

Advanced, powerful technology allows even
more options to wear this more natural sounding
and comfortable hearing aid.

Open Fit hearing aids fit securely behind the ear
and have a thin tube that directs the sound into
your ear canal. The RIC (Receiver-In-The-Canal)
provides more targeted sound with a speaker
added to the end of the clear, thin tube.

More RIC Advantages:

In-The-Canal Advantages
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* Individualized
« Sizes to meet your lifestyle

« Uses the ear’s natural ability to locate sounds
» Comfortable to wear

* Most models compatible with wireless
Blue tooth® Technology

Receiver-In-The-Canal Advantages
GENIUS™ AVAILABLE

50% OFF!

Manufacturer's Suggested Retail Price
All ME-1, ME-2 and ME-3 Solutions Hearing Aids

'\ BUY 1 GET 1
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1 Good only from participating Miracle-Ear® Hearing Aid Centers. One coupon per purchase. No other
offers or discounts apply. Discount does not apply to prior sales. Offer valid on ME-1, ME-2,
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*995.00

MSRP 3090 SAVE 2095

Offer valid on Model ME2400 100%
Digital & 100% Programmable

Valid at participating Miracle-Ear® Hearing Aid Centers.
Limit one hearing aid per customer at the promotional price.

« Discreet and comfortable

* Best-in-performance features that reduce or
eliminate feedback and whistling

* The most versatile model - able to fit most

levels of hearing loss Most models are
. compatible with wireless Bluetooth®

“miniRIC
* Versatile
« Utilizes the most advanced technology
* Uses the ear’s natural ability to locate sounds
* Rechargeable options

* Most models compatible with wireless Blue

XTRIC

ME-3 hearing aids. Cannot combine with any other offers. Cash value 1/20th cent. Offer expires T
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Some FEDERAL WORKERS and RETIREES may be eligible for Hearing Aids at NO COST That’s Right...No Co-Pay! No Exam Fee!
No Adjustment Fee! Most Insurance Plans are accepted including BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD**!

AT THESE PARTICIPATING MIRACLE-EAR HEARING AID CENTERS ONLY!
CALL FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT!

Hermiston: 955 SE 4th St. Ste. B Hermiston, OR 97838 « (541) 716-5092
Pendleton: 29 SW Dorian Ave. Ste. #6 Pendleton, OR 97801 « (541) 224-8661

*Hearing test is always free. Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evolution and ability to adapt
to amplification. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine amplification needs only. These are not medical exams or diagnoses. If you suspect a problem please seek treatment
from your physician. **Blue Cross Blue Shield, The Blue Cross, The Blue Shield, BCBS and Federal Employee Program are registered trademarks of Blue Cross Blue Shield Associa-
tion. Blue Cross Blue Shield Association and its independent licensees are not affiliated with nor do they endorse or sponsor the contents of this advertisement. Trademarks referring to
specific providers are used by Miracle-Ear for nominative purposes only: to truthfully identify the source of the services about which information is provided. Such trademarks are solely
the property of their respective owners. The aids must be returned within 30 days of delivery pursuant to terms of your purchase agreement and 100% of the purchase will be refunded.
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