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SALEM — Starting 
Feb. 1, 2021, Oregon’s new 
drug decriminalization 
measure takes effect and 
the state becomes the fi rst 
to remove criminal penal-
ties for small amounts of 
street drugs. The law also 
reduces penalties for pos-
session of larger amounts 
of drugs and redirects mar-
ijuana tax revenue toward 
services and programs 
aimed at addressing drug 
addiction in Oregon.

Here are the limits. The 
measure makes it a non-
criminal violation similar 
to a traffi c ticket to possess 
the following:

� Less than 1 gram of 
heroin
� Less than 1 gram, 
or less than 5 pills, of 
MDMA
� Less than 2 grams of 
methamphetamine
� Less than 40 units of 
LSD (acid)
� Less than 12 grams of 
psilocybin
� Less than 40 units of 
methadone
� Less than 40 pills of 
oxycodone
� Less than 2 grams of 
cocaine
The measure reduces 

from a felony to a misde-
meanor simple possession 
of substances containing:

� 1 to 3 grams of heroin
� 1 to 4 grams of 
MDMA
� 2 to 8 grams of 
methamphetamine
� 2 to 8 grams of 
cocaine

What happens next?

The law takes effect Feb. 
1. That’s also the date when 
the Oregon Health Author-
ity is required to have 
appointed members for the 
oversight and accountabil-
ity council that will evalu-
ate which substance abuse 
programs statewide will 
get funding.

That panel is required 
to start distributing money 
by Oct. 1, 2021. The money 
comes from state mari-
juana sales tax revenue and 
will go into a fund.

By Dec. 31, 2022, the 
Oregon Secretary of State’s 
Offi ce must conduct fi nan-
cial and performance audits 
regarding the effectiveness 
of the new fund.

State Senate President 
Peter Courtney told The 
Oregonian in an inter-
view after the election 
that the Oregon Legisla-
ture will play a role in the 
rollout of the new law. He 
said he expects lawmakers 
will consider the policy’s 
fi nancial implications and 
how to provide meaningful 
intervention for people in 
the throes of addiction. He 
said he expects lawmakers 
to take up the policy over 
the next two sessions.

Anthony Johnson, a key 
proponent of the measure, 
said lawmakers don’t need 
to weigh in for the new pol-
icy to go into effect.

New law 
on street 
drugs 
includes 
limits on 
substances

By GEORGE PLAVEN
Capital Press

SALEM — Harvest sea-
son may be over, but Oregon 
farms are racing to comply 
with a new set of state-im-
posed guidelines aimed 
at curbing workplace out-
breaks of COVID-19.

Oregon OSHA, the 
state’s Occupational Safety 
and Health Administra-
tion, has adopted a tem-
porary rule for all busi-
nesses — including farms 
and ranches — that outlines 
requirements for wearing 
masks, maintaining 6 feet 
of social distance and san-
itizing “high-touch” sur-
faces such as doorknobs and 
light switches, among other 
provisions.

The rule went into effect 
Nov. 16 and is expected to 
run through May 4, 2021. 
It comes amid a surge of 
new coronavirus infections 
in Oregon, which averaged 
1,211 daily cases statewide 
between Nov. 17-24.

All employers must by 
Dec. 7 complete a COVID-
19 exposure risk assess-
ment and infection control 
plan, detailing job duties 
and compliance measures 
among their workforce.

Certain businesses may 
also be subject to additional 
regulations under one of 
19 appendices covered in 
the 105-page rule, affect-
ing a broad range of indus-
tries from breweries, winer-
ies and retail establishments 
to sports teams, veterinar-

ians and law enforcement 
agencies.

Samantha Bayer, pol-
icy counsel for the Oregon 
Farm Bureau, said the rule 
is a massive undertaking for 
small, family-owned farms 
that may only have a few 
full-time employees. Nine-
ty-seven percent of Ore-
gon’s 37,200 farms are fam-
ily-owned and operated.

“I think there is a lack 
of recognition in this rule 
about how much of an 
administrative burden this 
is going to be for small busi-
nesses,” Bayer said.

The exposure risk assess-
ment requires feedback 
from employees, which 
Bayer said is especially 
challenging for farms and 
ranches given the amount of 

seasonal labor.
Bayer said the Farm 

Bureau objected to the rule 
for essentially treating a 
farm in rural Oregon the 
same as a large indoor offi ce 
building in downtown Port-
land. Oregon OSHA should 
instead be developing fl exi-
ble, industry-specifi c guid-
ance with input from busi-
nesses, she said.

“We would have liked a 
seat at the table, and I think 
most businesses would have 
liked to be able to weigh in 
on how best to protect their 
employees and workplaces,” 
Bayer said.

Michael Wood, Oregon 
OSHA administrator, said 
the rule does contain indus-
try-specifi c guidance in its 
appendices. Each business’s 

exposure risk assessment 
and infection control plan 
should also be tailored to its 
own unique operations.

“The key is to focus 
on those situations where 
people are exposed to one 
another,” he said. “In a 
lot of respects, the con-
trol measures are pretty 
straightforward.”

Oregon OSHA will 
enforce the rule on a com-
plaint-driven basis, Wood 
said. Inspections may lead 
to a citation, though Wood 
said the agency always con-
siders whether the busi-
ness is making a good-faith 
effort to comply, versus bla-
tant and willful violations.

“Anybody who has made 
a genuine effort is going to be 
in good shape,” Wood said. 

New COVID-19 workplace rule poses challenges for ag
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Help families in our community

have a great holiday!

Santa 
Buc s Purchase Santa Bucks to 

provide a holiday dinner 

to a local family in need.

GIFT

$1
GIFT

$10GIFT

$5

Prices in this ad are effective 6 AM Tuesday, December 1 thru Tuesday, December 8, 2020 (unless otherwise noted) in all Safeway or Albertsons stores in Oregon and S.W. Washington stores serving Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Clark, Skamania, Walla Walla and Klickitat Counties. Items offered for 
sale are not available to other dealers or wholesalers. Sales of products containing ephedrine, pseudoephedrine or phenylpropanolamine limited by law. Quantity rights reserved. SOME ADVERTISING ITEMS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE IN ALL STORES. Some advertised prices may be even lower 
in some stores. On Buy One, Get One Free (“BOGO”) offers, customer must purchase the first item to receive the second item free. BOGO offers are not 1/2 price sales. If only a single item purchased, the regular price applies. Manufacturers’ coupons may be used on purchased items only — 
not on free items. Limit one coupon per purchased item. Customer will be responsible for tax and deposits as required by law on the purchased and free items. No liquor sales in excess of 52 gallons. No liquor sales for resale. Liquor sales at licensed Safeway or Albertsons stores only. ©2020 
Safeway Inc. or ©2020 Albertsons LLC. Availability of items may vary by store. Online and In-store prices, discounts and offers may differ.
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Premium Slicing 
Meat & Cheese

*With Club Card.
See store for details.

25%
off

Scan the code to download the 
Safeway or Albertsons App!

PRIVACY.FLOWCODE.COM PRIVACY.FLOWCODE.COM

Safeway App Albertsons App*See full program details in the Albertsons Companies Banner stores’ mobile apps or websites.Click on QR code in the app and have scanned at register to earn points.

It’s Always About U
Get FREE items, personalized 

offers, digital coupons.

Grocery Rewards*

Download the app, earn 

points, SAVE A CARTLOAD!

Gas Rewards*

Fill up for LESS at 

participating stations.

EVERY TIME YOU SHOP

WE REWARD*
YOU

Valid 12/1/20 thru 12/8/20clip or CLICK!

*Use this Savings Award on any shopping trip you choose at 
any Oregon Safeway or Albertsons store and S.W. Washington 
stores serving Clark, Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Skamania, Walla 
Walla and Klickitat counties by 12/8/20. This $10.00 Savings 
Award excludes purchases of Alcoholic Beverages, Fluid Dairy 
Products, Tobacco, US Postage Stamps, Trimet Bus/Commuter 
Passes, Money Orders, Container Deposits, Lottery, Gift Cards, 
Gift Certificates Sales, All Pharmacy Prescription Purchases, 
Safeway Club Savings, Safeway or Albertsons Store Coupons 
and Sales Tax. One Savings Award redeemable per household.  
COUPON CANNOT BE DOUBLED. Online and in-store prices, 
discounts, and offers may differ.

Save on your next 
grocery purchase of 
$50 or more* with 
your Club Card & 
this Savings Award.

$10
off 
$50
or more


