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Lost hunters 
found uninjured 
at Coyote Ridge

WESTON — Umatilla 
County Search and Rescue 
safely located a man and his 
grandson after they were lost 
on the Coyote Ridge Trail-
head outside of Weston for 
more than 12 hours on Sun-
day, Nov. 8, according to a 
press release.

The search and res-
cue team was activated 
after Umatilla County Dis-
patch received a call around 
7:40 p.m. on Nov. 8 from 
Bruce Bryan, 64, who 
reported that he and his 
17-year-old grandson, Jesse 
Bryan, had been lost since 
4 p.m. while elk hunting in 
the area.

Volunteers Bob Carrell, 
Dottie Carrell and Shari 

Mueller responded to the 
trailhead and located the 
hikers’ vehicle, the release 
stated, while Sgt. Dwight 
Johnson and searchers Tom 
Phelan and Scott Schuen-
ing drove to Bingham Road 
and began hiking toward the 
hikers.

“Phelan, Schuening and 
Johnson hiked for approx-
imately four hours through 
snow, washed out areas from 
the spring fl oods, fallen 
trees, thick brush and waded 
across Coyote Creek before 
locating the hunters,” the 
release stated.

The Bryans were located 
around 3 a.m. and were “cold 
and wet but not injured,” 
according to the release. 
Search and rescue led the 
hikers back to their vehicle, 
which they reached at about 
8:30 a.m. on Monday, Nov. 9.

— EO Media Group

LOCAL BRIEFING

By ANTONIO SIERRA
East Oregonian

MISSION — After 
two years at the helm, Ted 
Wright, executive director 
of the Confederated Tribes 
of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation, resigned his 
position.

According to a Nov. 2 
press release, Wright is leav-
ing East-
ern Oregon 
to take the 
same posi-
tion with 
the Spo-
kane Indian 
Tribe, a 
tribe with 
a reserva-
tion northwest of the city of 
Spokane.

The press release cred-
ited Wright for his role in 
working with a consultant 
to conduct an organiza-
tional assessment of tribal 
government. The assess-
ment resulted in the hir-
ing of Chuck Sams as dep-
uty executive director, and 
he will serve as the interim 
executive director until 
a permanent successor is 
named.

“We are extremely 
thankful to Ted for the 
time, effort, and profession-
alism that he has brought 
to the position of Exec-
utive Director,” CTUIR 
Board of Trustees Chair 
Kat Brigham said in a state-
ment. “2020 has been a very 
tough year but his ability to 
adapt and contribute to the 
protection and enhance-
ment of CTUIR’s rights 
and interests has been clear. 
One of the things Ted did 
was to have an operational 
review of our tribal gov-
ernment to seek ways to 

improve and we are work-
ing on implementation now. 
He always wanted to do the 
best he could for us and we 
hope that he will come back 
to visit when he can.”

An enrolled member 
of the Tlingit and Haida 
Tribes of Alaska, Wright 
was involved with some 
of the challenges of tribal 
government.

Wright acted as a 
spokesman for the Board 
of Trustees when its mem-
bers vacated a seat held 
by at-large member Sally 
Kosey in 2019, alleging 
she didn’t meet residency 
requirements. Both sides 
reached a settlement that 
allowed Kosey to keep her 
seat through the remainder 
of her term, and after a cou-
ple of ensuing elections, she 
was elected to a new term as 
board secretary and voters 
approved an amendment to 
the tribal election clarify-
ing residency requirements 
for elected offi cials.

Wright has also led 
tribal government during 
the onset of the COVID-
19 pandemic, which has led 
to more than 100 positive 
cases among tribal mem-
bers and one death.

Interim executive direc-
tor duties now fall to Sams, 
who was promoted from 
communications director to 
deputy director in July after 
the position was revived. 
As deputy director, Sams 
split department supervi-
sory duties with Wright, but 
CTUIR Communications 
Director Matt Johnson said 
tribal leaders were still dis-
cussing whether to appoint 
an interim deputy director 
to assist Sams.

Johnson said the tribes 
have formed a search com-
mittee comprised of Board 
of Trustees members and 
department heads to deter-
mine how the executive 
director hiring process will 
work.

CTUIR executive 
director resigns
Ted Wright
taking position 
with Spokane 
Indian Tribe

Wright

By ALEX CASTLE
East Oregonian

PENDLETON — The 
fi rst snowstorm of the sea-
son is headed to the Pacifi c 
Northwest this weekend, 
but residents of the Colum-
bia Basin should primarily 
expect to contend with high 
winds through the afternoon 
and night of Friday, Nov. 13, 
according to the National 
Weather Service.

“For the Columbia Basin 
the most signifi cant impact 
is probably going to be 
wind,” said Joe Solomon, 
a meteorologist with the 
weather service in Pend-
leton. “That’s our main 
concern.”

According to Solomon, 
winds are expected to pick 
up the afternoon of Nov. 13 
before peaking that night 
and then declining through 
Saturday, Nov. 14. Forecasts 
expect sustained winds to 
reach up to 40 mph, with 
potential for wind gusts up 
to 60 mph.

Solomon said the Pend-

leton offi ce has yet to issue 
any wind advisories, though 
one may be coming as they 
watch the storm develop and 
head toward the region.

The storm system isn’t 
expected to be relatively 
cold, he said, and precipita-
tion at lower elevations isn’t 
expected to exceed a quarter 
of an inch between Nov. 13 
and Nov. 14.

“We will get some rain 
when this system comes in 
on Friday and Friday night, 

but those strong winds kind 
of kill off some of the pre-
cipitation,” Solomon said.

However, Solomon said 
the storm is expected to 
bring a signifi cant amount 
of snowfall at higher ele-
vations above 2,500 feet 
in the Blue and Wallowa 
mountains.

“I wouldn’t be surprised 
if we don’t end up with 
upwards of maybe over a 
foot of snow in the moun-
tains of Eastern Oregon out 

of this event,” Solomon said.
The Associated Press 

reported that the storm sys-
tem is forecasted to hit the 
coasts of Oregon, Wash-
ington and Northern Cal-
ifornia, and may present 
weather hazards for some 
metro areas.

“This will be the fi rst 
signifi cant snowstorm of the 
season for the Washington 
Cascades,” AccuWeather 
Senior Meteorologist Mike 
Doll told the Associated 
Press. “Snow levels will 
fall to pass level and travel 
on U.S. 2 and Interstate 90 
could become dangerous 
due to the combination of 
heavy snow and blowing 
snow.”

Wind-driven rain and 
blowing and drifting snow 
can drastically reduce 
visibility.

“The concern is winds 
will be strong enough to 
down trees and power lines. 
Power outages are a risk 
for the Seattle and Portland 
metro areas,” Doll told the 
Associated Press.
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Windy weekend storm in store for Columbia Basin

Ben Lonergan/East Oregonian

Traffi  c navigates a snowy section of Interstate 84 near Mea-

cham on Monday, Nov. 9, 2020.
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Cineplex Show Times

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850
Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

Theater seating will adhere to social distancing protocols 

Every showing $7.50 per person (ages 0-3 still free)

Freaky (R)
1:20p 4:20p 7:20p

Dreamland (R)
2:00p 8:00p

Guardians of 
the Galaxy (PG-13)

4:00p 7:00p

Let Him Go (R)
1:40p 4:40p 7:40p

Come Play (PG-13)
12:40p 3:40p 6:40p

The Informer (R)
5:00p

Toy Story (G)
1:00p

FREE ear canal inspections*
Sometimes it’s nothing more than excessive earwax. 

We use our state-of-the art Video Otoscope to look 

inside your ear canal. You can watch on a video 

monitor as it happens.st.**

Attention hearing aid wearers:
If you already wear a hearing aid (any make or model), 

we can help you, too! Our FREE computerized analysis 

and tune-up help keep your hearing 

aid working its best.**
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Miracle-Ear Hearing Aid Sale
Tiny Hearing Aids
On sale for a limited time! 

Tiny Digital technology delivers the clearest, most 
accurate sound quality available in hearing aids!**

Sale ends 11/16/2020

*Our hearing test and video otoscopic inspection are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. These are 
not medical exams or diagnoses nor are they intended to replace a physician’s care. If you suspect a medical problem, please seek treatment from your doctor. 
**Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evaluation, proper fit and ability to
adapt to amplification. Only your Miracle-Ear® representative can determine which model and options may be right for you.
†$28 per month. Calculated at 12.99% interest for 60 months, must qualify with HealthiPlan® Patient Financing.
***Pursuant to terms of your purchase agreement, the aids must be returned within 30 days of the completion of fitting, in satisfactory condition for a full refund.

LIMITED-TIME OFFER. CALL TODAY!

To Receive the Offer Mention Code: 

20NovOffer

Hermiston: 955 SE 4th St. Ste. B Hermiston, OR 97838 • (541) 716-5092

Pendleton: 29 Southwest Dorion Ave, Pendleton, OR 97801 • (541) 224-8661
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***Pursuant to terms of your purchase agreement, the aids must be returned within 30 days of the completion of fitting, in satisfactory condition for a full refund.
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FREE hearing tests*
Reveals if and where you need hearing 

assistance and is recommended for 

everyone over 50 years old.
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DON’T WAIT
For a limited time only 

Receive 2 AudioToneTM Pro 
Hearing aids 

Many Styles Available!

Fully Digital
Hearing Aid
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FREE
Services!

NOW ONLY....

11/6-11/12
Cineplex Show Times

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850
Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

Theater seating will adhere to social distancing protocols 

Every showing $7.50 per person (ages 0-3 still free)

Let Him Go (R)
1:40p 4:40p 7:40p

The Informer (R)
2:00p 5:00p 8:00p

Come Play (PG-13)
1:20p 4:20p 7:20p

The War With Grandpa (PG)
1:00p 4:00p 7:00p

Toy Story (G)
12:40p 3:00p

Honest Thief (PG-13)
5:20p 8:00p


