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Umatilla Electric Cooperative goes independe:

By JADE MCDOWELL
East Oregonian

— now 14 — utilities across into different regulatory cate- also looking at moving to sibly leaving when PNGC's UEC's end_it will allow fo
seven states, allowing thosegories. That has complicatedmore renewable energy on a;, VFDO \HDU HQG H®R DWW AV HE HQIG

utilities to use their com- things for PNGC, and some-quicker time frame than someof September. Echenrodetailored strategy for purch:
HERMISTON — After bined clout to better bar-times meantthat UEC is look-other cooperatives, located insaid the past 18 months havéng power.

45 years with PNGC Power,gain for wholesale power,
Umatilla Electric Cooperative equipment and new technol-,

involved careful conversa- Roger Gray, CEO
tions with the two organi- PNGC Power, said in a ste

is striking out on its own for ogy. UEC’s decision to leave “SIZE ISN'T EVERYTHING, BUT OURzations, along with Bonne- ment that all parties ha

power purchases.
UEC announced on Mon-ing power directly from Bon-
day, Sept. 28, that it would beneville Power Administration
“amicably” parting ways with and other sources rather than
PNGC Power. The Hermis- being part of a collective pur-
ton-based cooperative waschase through PNGC Power.

means that it will be purchas- NEEDS WERE DIEFFERENT THAN ville Power Administration been working for a smoc
OTHER COOPERATIVES.”

— Robert Echenrode UEC general manager

and other potential suppli- transition.

ers, to make sure the move “While it is always dis

didnt hurt PNGC or UEC appointing to lose a me

customers. ber, | think early terminatic
“We did not want to cause is fair to all concerned,” |

one of the founding members Robert Echenrode, UECing for different things than states that didnt necessarily;, QDQFLDO KD UG ¥VaidL'BNGE Ras ValtiedHUI
have the same pressures to dgroup or any members of theas a member and they le
NQRZQ DV 3DFL ¢ FapldRbWiliK B9 Vhdde it by  “Size isn't everything, but so.
Generating Cooperative, infar the largest of the cooper-our needs were different than Those factors over time He said while UEC's cus- wish the UEC organizati
1975. atives involved in PNGC, and other cooperatives,” he said. caused UEC to begin discustomers should notice any dif-and team all the best in tt

of the larger cooperative, thengeneral manager, said UEC'sther cooperatives.

group,” he said. PNGC in good standing.

PNGC is made up of 15 hasin some cases pushed itup Echenrode said UEC wassions with PNGC about pos-ference after the change, omew journey.”
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nine out of the past 10 yearsin the state. They've done pheReporting. Reporter Antonio“Closed for business” about, public safety department Yellowhawk Tribal Healt
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paper, placed second and tharoud of our institution.” ing Concerns” chroniclingthe FORVH RI WKH ¢ VF D SaffHsbdstage, the TribesSafety Department overs
Grants Pass Daily Courier In additon to General events of the McKay Creek “Our company is honored| are activating mutual aid the Tribes' police depa
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