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Native son moves nto
interim principal role

Mario Uribe will
step into role

for the 2020-21
school year

By SHEILA HAGAR
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin

MILTON-FREEWA-
TER — A native son has
been appointed interim
principal at McLoughlin
High School.

Mario Uribe will step
into the role for the 2020-
21 school year, said Super-
intendent Aaron Duff.

Uribe temporarily fills
the position that opens
June 30 with the previ-
ously announced resig-
nation of Principal Mindi
Vaughan.

Uribe is vice princi-
pal at Mac-Hi, a posi-
tion he started this school
year. The educator is the
Milton-Freewater ~ Uni-
fied School District’s first
Latino administrator in
anyone’s recent memory,
Duff said when he hired
Uribe.

After arriving in Ore-
gon from Mexico at age
8, Uribe grew up in Mil-
ton-Freewater, wres-
tled for and graduated
from Mac-Hi, a fact that
pleases Duff.

“We are excited that
we have an internal per-
son already established
at Mac-Hi who can help
with all of the COVID-19
uncertainty that has hap-
pened this school year and
that may spill into next
year,” the superintendent
said.

Rebuilding the
post-pandemic high
school community will
be a top priority in his
interim position, Uribe
said Thursday.

“We will have to take it
easy, slow down and make
sure we are checking in
with students ... just hav-

ing some
social time
when we
can inter-
act and
catch up,”
he said.
Uribe
said after
the months of Zoom-cen-
tric student and staff rela-
tionships, people will
have to relearn to be in the
same classroom, and his
team will need to exam-
ine rules and procedures
to see what makes sense

Uribe

in getting teens back
into participating and
learning.

Taking some time to
help students readjust to
the physical school set-
ting will help them adapt
faster, he said, acknowl-
edging those kinds of con-
versations will happen in
every school district.

Duff said Uribe has
had a positive experience
in his year at Mac-Hi and
knows the new interim
role requires much learn-
ing, listening and con-
tinuing to build a positive
school culture.

Uribe said in addition
to debriefing students
from the current health
crisis, he’ll work to make
school a safe environ-
ment, build connections
with families and the
community and expand
opportunities to get stu-
dents ready for college
and career.

Before coming to the
Milton-Freewater district,
Uribe taught in Walla
Walla Public  Schools’
dual language program for
seven years. He earned a
bachelor’s degree in crim-
inal justice from the Uni-
versity of Idaho and two
master’s degrees in edu-
cation and administration
from Heritage University.
Uribe also coached wres-
tling and managed a soc-
cer club.

Dance coach gets surprise

Dancers perform
down street with
police escort

By KATHY ANEY
East Oregonian

PENDLETON — If not
for coronavirus, the dozen or
so dancers would have been
busy traveling to Portland
on Friday evening for a big
dance competition.

Instead, they strutted and
twirled and leaped their way
down Byers Avenue on the
way to the home of Jr. Jam
studio owner Debbie Kish-
paugh. Some held signs with
loving sentiments for their
sidelined instructor.

“We love and miss you
lots,” said one sign. “Even
though it was cut short, this
year was so amazing.”

More than a month ago,
COVID-19 ripped the danc-
ers from classes and rehears-
als. Onstage New York, a
regional competition to qual-
ify for nationals later in the
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Jr. Jam dancers hop in unison during a surprise performance
Friday for studio owner and instructor Debbie Kishpaugh in
front of her Southeast Pendleton home.

summer, and other competi-
tions gave way to social dis-
tancing. Next year seemed a
long time away.

So, dance mom Chantell
Reid came up with the idea
of dancing to Kishpaugh’s
home to give the coach some
love. They also would sing
Happy Birthday to Kish-
paugh’s daughter, Piper Kish-

paugh, another instructor at
the school.

School Resource Officer
Lance Zaugg, of the Pendle-
ton Police Department, led
the procession. He alighted
from his patrol car, climbed
several steps to the porch and
knocked. Kishpaugh opened
the door and gave Zaugg a
quizzical look.

“Would you mind step-
ping outside?” he said.

Kishpaugh seemed
momentarily  flummoxed,
then grinned as she caught
sight of the dancers moving
up the street toward her. The
beat of familiar music flowed
into her eardrums. She moved
closer, then grabbed her
phone and began videoing,

Carefully spaced, the
dancers moved to the music
dressed in costumes for the
routines they would have per-
formed that weekend. One
of the older dancers, Kirsten
Mendel, wearing dental
headgear for a routine called
“Smile,” blew Kishpaugh a
kiss.

“That was awesome,”
Kishpaugh said when her
dancers got close. “You look
like a million bucks.”

If all goes well, she told
them, they would be back
together in a month. They
would gather at the studio and
get to work.

For now, air hugs all
around.

Public housing
authorities to receive
COVID-19 aid

WASHINGTON — U.S.
Sens. Ron Wyden and Jeff
Merkley announced Mon-
day that 21 public housing
authorities throughout Ore-
gon, including the Umatilla
County Housing Authority,
will receive more than $5.7
million in grants to help with
tenant-based rental assistance
needs during the COVID-19
pandemic.

“Oregonians battling the
multiple economic challenges
triggered by this public health
crisis need to know there’s
support  available = when
they’re staying at home and
fighting to keep a roof over
their heads,” Wyden said in a
press release. “I am gratified
these local housing authori-
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ties are receiving this much-
needed assistance to help the
renters counting on them in

Oregon.”
The Umatilla County
Housing Authority, which

provides public housing for
Gilliam, Morrow, Umatilla,
and Wheeler counties, will
receive more than $45,000 in
aid.

“Oregon’s housing crisis
is being made all the more
urgent by a public health
emergency, during which
Oregonians are facing eco-
nomic uncertainty and should
stay home as much as possi-
ble to keep our communities
safe,” Merkley said. “I'm glad
we're getting these grants out
to help renters keep roofs over
their heads during this pan-
demic, but let’s make no mis-
take — this problem predates
the pandemic and will be

with us until we put in place
bold solutions that ensure
every Oregonian has a decent
place they can afford to live.”

Umatilla County
adds 11 more
coronavirus cases

UMATILLA COUNTY
— The county’s COVID-
19 cases continue to climb
as Umatilla County Public
Health announced 11 new
cases Monday, bringing the
county’s total to 70.

All of the latest patients
were close contacts of pre-
viously confirmed cases and
all are recovering from home
in self-isolation. One patient
diagnosed with coronavirus
remains in the hospital.

A confirmed COVID-19
case has killed one person in
the county and active cases

BENEFITS OF
TREE TRIMMING

Clearing trees and overgrown

vegetation is vital to provide safe,
reliable power to our
consumer-members.

outnumber recovered patients
42 to 27.

The latest spate of cases
pushes Umatilla County fur-
ther up the leaderboards for
positive case rate. Accord-
ing to data compiled by Lane
County Public Health, Uma-
tilla County is in a near-sta-
tistical tie with Washington
County for the third highest
confirmed cases per 100,000
population.

The county is declining
to release demographic and
location information for indi-
vidual cases, but the most
significant concentrations of
cases are in Hermiston, Uma-
tilla and Pendleton.

According to the public
health department, a total of
817 tests have been conducted
in Umatilla County, with 70
yielding positive results.

— EO Media Group
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