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Hundreds of Washington health care workers sickened by coronavirus
-

By MARTHA BELLISLE
Associated Press

SEATTLE — Hundreds
of health care workers and
dozens of first responders
in Washington state have
become sick with the coro-
navirus while on the job,
according to workers’ com-
pensation claims.

The new data provides
some insight into how the
coronavirus has impacted
the health care community,
but underestimates how
many doctors and nurses
have tested positive for the
disease. That number is not
known because state and
federal health officials have
failed to collect the infor-
mation, and they’ve made
no improvements since
The Associated Press first
reported the problem in
April.

“Our data on occupations
are not complete, so we do
not report the information
since it would not be reli-
able,” said Annie Johnson, a
spokeswoman for the Wash-
ington health department’s
Joint Information Center.

Washington is not alone.
States that reported corona-
virus cases to the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention only included
occupational informa-
tion for 16% of all reported
cases, the agency said in a
new report.
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Experts say knowing
how COVID-19 is impact-
ing front-line workers in the
health care system is vital in
handling the crisis.

“It is important to have
this information not
only whether or not a case
was a health care worker,
but also whether or not we
believe they were exposed
treating patients, or were
infected in their commu-
nity,” said Eric Lofgren,
an infectious disease epi-
demiologist at Washington
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State University.

“Both are critical not
only for understanding how
hard hit health care workers
are, but where we need to be
taking stronger measures to
protect them.”

Most people get the dis-
ease through close con-
tact with someone who is
infected, the CDC said in
another report.

“Health care workers
are not only at higher risk
of infection, but can also
amplify outbreaks within
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AP Photo/Elaine Thompson
A medical assistant prepares to take a swab from a patient at a new drive-thru and walk-up
coronavirus testing site in Seattle.

health care facilities if they
become ill,” the report
said. “Identifying and man-
aging HCWs who have
been exposed to a patient
with COVID-19 is of great
importance in preventing
health care transmission and
protecting staff and vulner-
able patients in health care
settings.”

The first reported case
of coronavirus hit the U.S.
on Jan. 21 when a man in
the Seattle area tested posi-
tive for the disease. Another

man near Seattle was ini-
tially thought to be the first
death in the country on Feb.
29. In the months that fol-
lowed, more than 15,185
Washingtonians have tested
positive and at least 834
people have died. The virus
causes mild to moderate
symptoms in most patients,
and the vast majority
recover. But it is highly con-
tagious and can be spread
by those who appear healthy
and can cause severe illness
and death in some patients,
particularly the elderly and
those with underlying health
conditions.

As of one week ago, 806
people in Washington had
filed workers’ compensation
claims related to COVID-19,
according to Tim Church, a
spokesman for the Depart-
ment of Labor & Industries.
Of those claims, 636 were
made by health care workers
and 37 were first responders,
Church said.

Some of the health care
claims may include people
who are not nurses or doc-
tors, but could be some-
one who was exposed while
cleaning a room of a corona-
virus patient, he said.

Nationwide, informa-
tion is limited on the num-
ber of doctors and nurses
who have been sickened by
COVID-19, according to a
recent report by the CDC.

The agency received

reports of 315,531 cases of
COVID-19 between Feb. 12
to April 9, and was only able
to identify 9,282 as health
care workers because states
didn’t include job informa-
tion on their forms.

But of the 12 states that
sent more complete data,
health care workers made
up 11% of the total positive
cases.

Most of the workers who
tested positive said they
had contact with COVID-
19 patients in health care
settings, while some were
exposed to the virus in the
community or homes, the
report said.

Although 92% of those
workers reported having
at least one symptom, 8%
didn’t report any symptoms,
the report said.

The CDC was able to
identify 27 health care work-
ers who died from COVID-
19. Reports of deaths of
nurses and doctors collected
by medical groups have
identified more.

The CDC said it’s criti-
cal to ensure the health and
safety of health care profes-
sionals at work and in the
community.

“Improving surveillance
through routine reporting
of occupation and indus-
try not only benefits HCP,
but all workers during the
COVID-19 pandemic,” the
CDC said.
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Testing at Tyson plant finds that
nearly 1 in 8 sick with COVID-19

By ANNETTE CARY
Tri-City Herald

WALLULA, Wash.
Some 144 workers at the

when testing began and
a decision on when it
will reopen has not been
announced.

Results for just 22 work-

where workers with posi-
tive tests lived, other than 15
workers who lived in Walla
Walla County.

However, the majority of
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Baker County
ends camping ban
on Snake

BAKER CITY — Baker
County’s ban on camping
and other overnight activi-
ties along the Snake River
corridor at the county’s
eastern border, in effect
since April 3, ended last
week.

County commissioners
instituted the ban on over-
night recreation, includ-
ing fishing, after receiving
numerous complaints that
visitors, most from outside
Oregon, had been congre-
gating along the river, and
failing to comply with social
distancing guidelines.

County officials remind
visitors to continue to

BRIEFLY

maintain social distancing
and properly dispose of all
waste.

Developed  recreation
sites remain closed on pub-
lic land managed by the
Forest Service and BLM,
although public land itself
is open. Visit www. bak-
ercountycovidl9.com  for
links to information about
restrictions or closures.

Women dressed as
nurses steal from
Kennewick porches

KENNEWICK, Wash.
— Two women dressed like
health care workers grabbed

items from Kennewick
porches.
The Tri-City Herald

reports the women donned
dark blue scrubs, the com-

fortable clothing worn by
nurses and doctors, and a
lanyard before sneaking up
to porches and taking deliv-
eries, Kennewick police said
on Facebook.

They were caught on
camera working together
and driving a maroon four-
door car. One of the women
also was wearing gloves.

“Both appear to dress
as nurses, and we do not
believe they are actual
nurses,” Kennewick police
said. “The nurses we are
fortunate to know only give
their time, lives and take the
vitals of their patients (not
their property.)

Anyone with information
about the thieves is asked to
call Kennewick police.
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