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Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.
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Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

TODAY

78° 52°

82° 56°

Intervals of clouds 

and sunshine

THURSDAY

Not as warm; a 

morning shower

67° 42°

73° 42°

FRIDAY

Times of clouds 

and sun

70° 44°

74° 43°

SATURDAY

Mostly cloudy

74° 46°

79° 49°

SUNDAY

59° 40°

66° 44°

Windy in the 

afternoon

First Full Last New

Apr 30 May 7 May 14 May 22

Boardman W 7-14 WSW 8-16
Pendleton W 6-12 W 7-14

WINDS (in mph)

 Today Thu.

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2020

Yesterday’s National Extremes: (for the 48 contiguous states)

High 105° in Palm Springs, Calif. Low 21° in Gothic, Colo.
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PENDLETON through 3 p.m. yest.

HERMISTON through 3 p.m. yest.

Yesterday 75°  44°
Normals 66°  42°
Records 95° (1926) 24° (1907)

Yesterday 75°  45°
Normals 68°  42°
Records 91° (1939) 28° (1935)

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date 0.11"
Normal month to date 1.08"
Year to date 5.06"
Last year to date 7.76"
Normal year to date 5.08"

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date 0.03"
Normal month to date 0.81"
Year to date 0.51"
Last year to date 3.88"
Normal year to date 3.95"

Sunrise today   5:45 a.m.
Sunset tonight   8:00 p.m.
Moonrise today   10:33 a.m.
Moonset today   1:42 a.m.
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Sen. Murray blasts Tyson  
for letting coronavirus 
spread at meat plant

WALLULA, Wash. — Tyson Foods waited 
too long to temporarily close its beef process-
ing plant near Pasco, said Sen. Patty Murray, 
D-Wash., in a letter to the company Monday.

The company knew there were at least 34 
cases of COVID-19 at its Tyson Fresh Meats 
plant in Wallula on April 13, but did not 
announce a temporary closure until April 23, 
she said.

She’s heard from Mid-Columbia residents 
concerned about Tyson worker safety, includ-
ing a lack of personal protective equipment 
and inadequate guidance from the company, 
she told Tyson Foods Chief Executive Noel 
White.

“Based on your representatives’ answers to 
the questions my office has asked so far, it is 
fair to say those fears were well-founded,” she 
said.

“The more than 1,400 employees in Wal-
lula, the countless members of the surround-
ing communities, and the millions of consum-
ers of Tyson’s products deserve a swifter and 
more comprehensive response to the COVID-
19 outbreak than they have experienced this 
far,” Murray said.

The outbreak at the plant is blamed for 124 
COVID-19 cases, including a worker living in 
the Tri-Cities who died April 20 from compli-
cations of the disease.

The cases are in four counties in two states, 
with the vast majority, 114, in Benton and 
Franklin counties.

— Tri-City Herald

By EMILY CURETON
Oregon Public Broadcasting

BEND — Republican 
Rep. Greg Walden’s retire-
ment after 22 years in Con-
gress attracted a crowd of 
conservative politicians to 
the state’s only reliably red 
district.

GOP hopefuls pack the 
primary ballot. Four of the 
11 candidates have raised 
the most money in pur-
suit of their party’s nom-
ination. Knute Buehler, 
Jimmy Crumpacker, Cliff 
Bentz and Jason Atkinson 
collectively report roughly 
$2.5 million in campaign 
receipts.

The other Republican 
candidates who submitted 
information to be included in 
the voters’ pamphlet include 
Bend City Council member 
Justin Livingston, self-de-
scribed “career commoner” 
and business operator Tra-
vis Fager, and computer 
programmer Jeff Smith. 
Anti-government activist 
Kenneth Medenbach, David 
Campbell, Glenn Carey and 
Mark Roberts also appear 

on the ballot.
The Democrats in the 

race have raised too little to 
require campaign finance 
reports.

Once upon a time, any 
serious candidate in Ore-
gon’s 2nd Congressional 
District would be pound-
ing pavement east of the 
Cascades right about now, 
driving up to eight hours 
between campaign events, 
and shaking a lot of hands 
along the way.

“Traditionally they’d be 
going to VFW halls, going 
to the Elks lodge, going 

to county fairs and 4-H 
events,” said political strate-
gist Chris Edmonds of Hub-
ble Communications, which 
isn’t working with any of the 
CD-2 candidates.

The coronavirus pan-
demic has dramatically 
altered how the candidates 
are campaigning this year 
— and no one is certain 
what the winning strategy 
will be.

Edmonds predicts the 
stay-at-home order will 
advantage those with the 
better-known names and 
the most money to spend 

on advertising and targeted 
marketing.

“Because everybody’s 
stuck inside. So what are 
they doing? They’re watch-
ing TV. Or they’re on social 
media, surfing the internet, 
and spending a lot of time 
in those digital spaces,” he 
said.

Strategist Rebecca 
Tweed, who worked on Bue-
hler’s 2018 campaign for 
Oregon governor, said she 
expects the forced break 
from road-tripping could 
even the playing field some-
what because candidates 

utilizing digital technol-
ogy like Zoom and Face-
book Live “actually have an 
opportunity to reach more 
voters and more constituents 
than they would have if they 
were traveling city to city or 
event to event.”

Public comments were 
a silent stream of text bub-
bles and emojis at a recent 
virtual forum hosted by the 
Central Oregon City Club 
and League of Women Vot-
ers last week.

The moderator navigated 
a few tech snafus before the 
opening question dropped: 
“How long have you been a 
resident in District 2?”

The candidates answered 
in decades, except for one.

“One year,” Crumpacker 
said.

The former Port-
lander registered to vote in 
Deschutes County for the 
first time last year on Nov. 20 
— three weeks after Walden 
announced he would retire.

A self-described com-
modities trader, he hasn’t 
held elected office before or 
even voted in more than half 
of Oregon’s elections since 
2012.

So far, he’s raised more 
than $834,000 in receipts 
as of the latest FEC filings, 
including a $200,000 loan to 
himself.

Crumpacker is being 
backed by the state’s larg-
est anti-abortion group. Ore-

gon Right To Life pledged 
to defeat the other top fund-
raiser in the race, Buehler.

“That’s not unusual. I’ve 
had that almost every time 
I run for political office and 
it really centers around my 
pro-choice views,” Buehler 
said in a recent interview 
with OPB.

The former state repre-
sentative from Bend reports 
over $1 million in cam-
paign receipts. He’s run for 
many state offices, and in 
this federal election, he’s 
still branding himself in the 
voter pamphlet as tough on 
Gov. Kate Brown and “PDX 
liberals.”

But, he’s taken heat 
within his own party for 
criticizing the Trump 
administration.

“I’ve always described 
myself as an indepen-
dent-minded Republican. 
And when President Trump 
is right, I agree with him and 
when he’s wrong, I disagree 
with him,” he said.

Meanwhile, Ontario 
attorney Cliff Bentz wants 
GOP primary voters to con-
sider the former state sena-
tor’s 12-year history with the 
minority party in Salem.

Bentz tends to focus on 
Eastern Oregon agricul-
tural issues, while his cam-
paign messaging stresses 
his nearly lifelong residency 
in the district, minus a few 
years away at law school.

BRIEFLY

By SABRINA 
THOMPSON

EO Media Group

LA GRANDE — The 
silence in the Union County 
Sheriff’s Office over rumors 
about an Oregon Department 
of Justice’s investigation into 
Sheriff Boyd Rasmussen 
came to an end Saturday.

One of the challengers, 
deputy Cody Bowen, in an 
answer addressing rumors 
about the race to the La 
Grande Observer, said Ras-
mussen told him about the 
details of the ongoing justice 
department investigation.

Rasmussen responded 
Monday with a written state-
ment, calling the investiga-
tion “a process with which 
we have fully cooperated, 
and I am confident that I will 
ultimately be cleared of any 
accusations against me.”

Neither candidate pro-
vided details about the 
investigation.

Rasmussen is currently 

seeking a fifth term against 
a crowded field of contend-
ers, which includes Bowen, 
Shane Rollins and Bill 
Miller. Union County has 
not had a sheriff’s race with 
at least three candidates 
since the 1980s.

The sheriff, in his written 
statement, took plenty of jabs 
at Bowen, stating the school 
resource officer “has insinu-
ated that I have ‘chosen the 
wrong path’ and he specu-
lates that I have engaged in 
some wrongdoing. This con-
clusion was based on a con-
versation with me about the 
existence of an investigation 
and little else.”

He contended Bowen 
is not privy to the details 
of this investigation and 
drew his conclusion “with-
out knowing even a frac-
tion of the facts being eval-
uated.” He called Bowen’s 
move to reveal the investi-
gation “unbecoming of any 
police officer, let alone any-

one who thinks they possess 
the skill and knowledge to 
manage the complexities of 
the Union County Sheriff’s 
Office as I have for the past 
15 years.”

Bowen, however, said 
he spoke with Rasmussen 
directly about the investiga-
tion and looked into the facts 
for himself.

“He told me he had done 
nothing criminally wrong, 
‘just some ethical viola-
tions,’” Bowen said. “I am 
not OK with ‘just ethical 
violations.’”

Rasmussen claimed 
Bowen knew about the 
inquiry before he and the 
local law enforcement union 
gave its endorsement for the 
sheriff in November. Bowen 
then was president of the 
union. According to Bowen, 
the sheriff at the time said the 
investigation was due to dis-
gruntled employees. After 
checking it out the claim, 
Bowen said he decided to 
run for sheriff.

The sheriff said cam-
paigns can bring out the 
worst in people.

“Bowen seems ready to 
say anything if he believes it 
will help him win,” Rasmus-
sen stated.

How the pandemic has changed the race for Walden’s seat 
Coronavirus has 
dramatically 
altered how the 
candidates are 
campaigning
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A collection of political signs in Deschutes County between Bend and Redmond on Monday.

Sheriff responds to DOJ investigation

Union County 
Sheriff Boyd 
Rasmussen takes 
jabs at challenger

Rasmussen Bowen


