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“That does help a huge 
amount,” she said.

Bookstores weren’t spec-
ifi ed by name in Gov. Kate 
Brown’s executive order of 
March 23 shutting down 
nonessential businesses, but 
the Gormleys closed along 
with neighboring stores on 
Main Street selling fur-
niture, jewelry and other 
goods that were named in 
the order. Gormley said they 
felt that they fi t within the 
spirit of the order for people 
to only leave their house for 
essential reasons, they didn’t 
want to aid in the spread of 
COVID-19, and she and her 
husband fall into a senior 
age category that put them at 
additional risk.

She said they are lucky 
to have retirement money 
to live on, “but as far as the 
business goes, there’s noth-
ing to pay the insurance and 
utilities and rent.”

They’ll put their per-
sonal stimulus checks into 
the business to supplement 

whatever isn’t covered by 
the county’s $1,000 grant, 
including safety upgrades to 
reduce contact with custom-
ers during transactions when 
they reopen sometime in the 
future.

“We’re covering that on 
our own, but we feel it’s 
worth it,” she said.

Bonnie and Glenn Greiner 

have been doing a little bit 
of work for their upholstery 
side business at home, but 
their retail shop, Wild Goose 
Design in Hermiston, had 
to close its doors under the 
March 23 executive order.

Bonnie said she has been 
posting pictures of items 
to the Wild Goose Design 
social media pages, along 

with a phone number peo-
ple can call for delivery or 
curbside pickup, but so far 
they’ve only sold two items 
that way.

“I’ve been posting on 
Facebook and Instagram, 
but I don’t have a big follow-
ing, and when you don’t have 
money it’s hard to buy ads on 
TV or radio or in the paper,” 

she said.
She said it’s been “really 

kind of a challenge” try-
ing to fi nd grants that busi-
ness owners without employ-
ees can apply for to cover a 
shop’s rent and other costs 
that still pile up even with the 
doors closed. Self-employ-
ment can also make it diffi -
cult for people to qualify for 
benefi ts, such as unemploy-
ment and health insurance.

Still, she said she was 
optimistic that “this too shall 
pass,” and she wouldn’t want 
to say that her situation was 
worse than anyone else’s.

“I know it’s a challenge 
for everyone,” she said. 
“Everyone’s having to deal 
with something. I’m glad I 
don’t have small children at 
home.”

Not all small businesses 
will survive the challenges 
presented by COVID-19. 
Cynthia Traner, who runs 
Her Shabby Shed in Hermis-
ton, said the vintage shop is 
done for good.

“This was the fi nal cherry 
on the cupcake for me,” 

she said. “I’m not opening 
again.”

She said she hadn’t been 
making enough money from 
the business to draw a pay-
check before the pandemic 
hit, and she knew she wasn’t 
going to be a good candidate 
for loans and other help for 
the business in that situation. 
She still has plenty of inven-
tory left over that she hopes 
to take on the road at some 
point in the future once big 
vendor shows like Junk Barn 
Girls start happening again.

Traner said it was frus-
trating to see entire families 
crowding into large stores 
like Walmart, and yet the 
hair stylist across the street 
who serves one customer at 
a time is ordered to close.

“I see it both ways,” she 
said. “My heart really aches 
for people who have lost 
loved ones, and my heart 
goes out to fi rst responders 
and hospital workers on the 
front lines, but it seems (the 
government) could do some-
thing to let these little mom 
and pop shops reopen.”

Tough road: ‘This was the fi nal cherry on the cupcake for me’
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public colleges. But half of the 
money going to each school 
is required to help students, 
rather than bailing out univer-
sity and college budgets.

“Every institution is fac-
ing some really diffi cult, 
really choppy water fi nan-
cially — and that’s true even 
with the benefi t and support 
of the CARES Act,” HECC 
Executive Director Ben Can-
non said.

So universities are making 
some tough choices to miti-
gate those costs.

Most universities have 
canceled travel. Some uni-
versities have implemented a 
hiring freeze or pay cuts for 
employees. Citing a projected 
loss of $25 million, Univer-
sity of Oregon announced 

layoffs for 282 employees.
Oregon’s smaller insti-

tutions could be in an even 
tighter fi nancial spot than 
their larger peers.

But in some ways, they 
have been more prepared to 
move to remote learning.

As a rural university, La 
Grande’s Eastern Oregon 
University has a robust online 
program — President Tom 
Insko said 50% of students 
were already online before 
the pandemic. But going 
completely remote costs 
money — money universities 
may not have the fl exibility to 
spend.

“Public universities don’t 
operate with margin — we 
essentially have budgets that 
are designed to provide the 
services to students that are 
desperately needed,” said 

Insko, who also recently took 
over as chair of the Oregon 
Council of Presidents.

“We do have fund bal-
ances, but they’re extremely 
minimal.”

That means any large 
changes in enrollment or 
state funding hit a universi-
ty’s bottom line — one that 
was already compromised by 
trends felt in higher educa-
tion nationally — from lower 
enrollment to less funding.

In addition to additional 
costs and reduced income 
from student contributions, 
coronavirus-related fi nancial 
losses at the state level could 
lead legislators to cut funding 
to universities.

“If we see cutbacks in state 
funding for any of our institu-
tions, it will be rather devas-
tating,” Insko said.

In addition to CARES Act 
funding, the governor also 
has $32.5 million from the 
Emergency Education Relief 
Fund to split between higher 
education and public schools.

But those funds won’t be 
enough to keep Oregon’s uni-
versities fi nancially stable — 
offi cials say it’ll take further 
changes.

“That’s why we will see 
additional furloughs, hiring 
freezes, pay reductions, and 
layoffs across many of our 
institutions,” said Cannon.

Insko says EOU is in a 
“pretty decent fi nancial posi-
tion” for the short term.

Both EOU and Portland 
State have told employees no 
jobs would be cut this term.

Portland State’s Board of 
Trustees recently voted to use 
reserves to help cover some of 

the university’s losses related 
to COVID-19. The univer-
sity said additional cost-sav-
ing measures will likely be 
announced later this spring.

And for many of Oregon’s 
colleges, COVID-19 exac-
erbates problems for institu-
tions that were already under 
signifi cant stress before.

Last year, University of 
Oregon reported decreas-
ing numbers of international 
students. In his message 
announcing layoffs, UO Pres-
ident Michael Schill said it’s 
possible the university will 
face an enrollment decline in 
the fall.

“We will need fl exibility to 
preserve the institution’s long-
term viability,” Schill said.

Southern Oregon Univer-
sity in Ashland had already 
been cutting costs this aca-

demic year. At a meeting 
this week of SOU’s Board 
Finance and Administration 
Committee, Vice President 
for Finance and Adminis-
tration Greg Perkinson out-
lined the fi nancial impact of 
COVID-19.

“We talk about fl attening 
the COVID-19 cost-curve 
— we’ve got some SOU 
cost-curve fl attening to do,” 
Perkinson said during the 
meeting.

Factoring in the $1.7 mil-
lion SOU will directly receive 
from the CARES Act, the 
university still needs $2.8 
million in the short term. But 
as the virus continues, long-
term impacts to universities 
could be much worse.

“We’ll need more help as 
we work through this pan-
demic,” Perkinson said.

Budget crisis: Reduction in state funding could have devastating consequences
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UMATILLA COUNTY AWARDS GRANTS

Umatilla County has awarded the grants that 

were available to small businesses aff ected 

by COVID-19. Businesses with fewer than 26 

employees were eligible for the $1,000 grants.

The county announced Friday that 22 busi-

nesses in Hermiston, 19 businesses in Pendle-

ton, 10 businesses in Milton-Freewater, seven 

businesses in Umatilla and seven businesses 

in other smaller communities received money 

from the program.

The number of grants awarded in each city 

was based on population, and then those 

spots in each city were awarded by lottery 

draw. According to the county, a total of 137 

businesses applied.

The county news release also stated that 

the city of Hermiston contributed additional 

funds to help cover Hermiston businesses 

that were not drawn for the county grant. 

That allowed an additional 16 Hermiston 

businesses to receive a grant.

Gail Nelson, economic development director 

for the county, said the funds were meant to 

help fi ll in gaps between state and federal 

funds that could assist businesses with rent 

and other necessities.

For assistance applying to the federal 

Paycheck Protection Program or Economic 

Disaster Injury Loan, call the Umatilla Electric 

Cooperative Business Resource Center in 

Hermiston at 541-289-3000 or the Blue 

Mountain Community College Small Business 

Development Center at 541-278-5833 in 

Pendleton.
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516 Lots & Acreage

VIEW LOTS – Tutuilla Heights 
Subdivision.  Beautiful view/
Large lots.  Land / Home Fi-
nancing available.  Custom 
Home Builders/Developers wel-
come.  Call for more information.

Blue Jeans Realty.  
Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever you 

are”
(541-379-8690)

Meacham Area.  10-13 Acre 
Building Sites now starting now 
at $109,650 including Power 
& Water.  Financing available.  
Build your Dream!  Call for De-
tails.  

Blue Jeans Realty.  
Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever you 

are”
(541-379-8690)

Find your new home in Classifieds

604 Apartments

Indian Hills Apartments
1335 SW 2nd St #40
Pendleton, OR 97801

 Now accepting applications 
for federally funded housing. 
We offer 1,2 and 3 bedroom 
units with affordable rents or 
rent based on income when 
available.  Income and stu-
dent restrictions apply.

Project phone #: 
541.276.2195

TTY: 1(800)735-2900  
(Oregon properties)

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider 

Equal housing opportunity

504 Homes for Sale
$399,999 – 3 Bedroom 2 
Bath Log Home on 6.5 Acres. 
Beautiful Log Home with Spa-
cious Upstairs Master Bedroom.  
360 Degree View.  Spacious 
open floor plan.  Private Setting.  
MLS# 19681400

Blue Jeans Realty.  
Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever you 

are”
(541-379-8690)

Pending Sale…
$249,900 – 2018 Fleetwood 
MFG Home on 2.51 Acres.  4 
Bed 2 Bath.  Open floor plan 
with Beautiful Kitchen.  Four cor-
rals with Lots of room for Live-
stock.  MLS# 19510220

Blue Jeans Realty.  
Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever you 

are”
(541-379-8690)

Metal building for sale. You 
dismantel and haul. 75’x178’ 
(13,000 sf) Steel girders, 14’ 

walls, 10-12’x12’ garage doors. 
Call Don 541-760-0987  

516 Lots & Acreage

VIEW LOTS – Royal Ridge 
Subdivision.  Beautiful views 
starting at $30,000.  Land / 
Home Financing available.  Cus-
tom Home Builders/Developers 
welcome.  

Blue Jeans Realty.  
Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever you 

are”
(541-379-8690)

Call for your classified ad today! 800-962-2819

504 Homes for Sale
$220,000
4 bed, 1 and 3/4 bath. 2022+/- 
foot home on north hill. Beautiful 
old home! Call Shane @ 541-
379-7802

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931                           

Prices are up!  Now may be the 
time to gain some equity and 
move up to a larger home.  Call 
Matt Vogler for a free Market 
Analysis. 

Matt Vogler
John J. Howard & Assoc.

(541) 377-9470 

Current MLS listings include 
several 3 and 4 bedroom, 2 bath 
homes for sale in popular loca-
tions.  Call Matt Vogler, “The 
Weekend and After Hours Re-
altor” for addresses and pricing.

Matt Vogler
John J. Howard & Assoc.

541.377.9470    

Invest or Live on main level 
and rent to finance! Main level 
home with rentals above and 

below. Owner will carry finance 
with acceptable offer.$229 

000 Call Kerry 541-377 6855. 
#19408035 

305 SW Court  Ave Pendleton
TURN HERE 

REALTY & TRAVEL

How Much is your Home Worth?  
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor, 
for a free Market Analysis. 
541.377.9470. More Listings 
needed to meet current buyer 
demand! 

Matt Vogler
John J. Howard & Assoc.

(541) 377-9470  

Selling or Buying a property? 
If you are thinking of selling or 
buying a home, call for a free 
consultation.  Day’s or evenings, 
7 days a week.

Blue Jeans Realty.  
Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever you 

are”
(541-379-8690)

502 Real Estate
How Much is your Home Worth?  
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor, 
for a free Market Analysis. 
541.377.9470. More Listings 
needed to meet current buyer 
demand! 

Matt Vogler
John J. Howard & Assoc.

(541) 377-9470          

504 Homes for Sale
$148,900
3 bed, 1 bath home with a view, 

nice deck. Completly remod-
eled. 

Call Shane @ 541-379-7802
Garton & Associates

Is it time to step into the new 
age in a new home?  

We’d love to sell your current 
home and help you step into 

your 
dream home.  Give us a call 

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931                           

If you have an eye for real
value, you’ll eye the
classified ads daily!

New Listings available. What is 
on your WISHLIST? Call Kerry 

at 541 377 6855 to find your 
new home .Access to all listings 

in the area of your choice.
305 SW Court  Ave Pendleton

TURN HERE 
REALTY & TRAVEL

502 Real Estate
I am working from home and 
can help you with your home 

search. Please call Kerry at 541 
377 6855 to help you every step 

of the way. 
305 SW Court  Ave Pendleton

TURN HERE 
REALTY & TRAVEL

Email kjcbaird@gmail.com or 
call 541 377 6855 for a Realtor 

to access all properties for 
your convenience.TURN HERE 
REALTY-- -Prompt, Courteous, 

Honest service to represent 
you.

305 SW Court  Ave Pendleton
TURN HERE 

REALTY & TRAVEL

181 Lost & Found
LOST

Smaller male light brown Chi-
huahua went missing 4/20/2020 
around 21st Drive in Pendleton, 

OR. Answers to duke
$50 reward

 (541)240-2488 

IT WILL SELL
EMAIL: CLASSIFIEDS@EASTOREGONIAN.COM

IN CLASSIFIEDS! 

CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS!

Call for your classified ad today! 800-962-2819


