
A2 East Oregonian Friday, April 17, 2020NORTHWEST

110s100s90s80s70s60s50s40s30s20s10s0s-0s-10s

showers t-storms cold frontrain flurries snow ice high lowwarm front stationary front

NATIONAL WEATHER TODAY

NATIONAL EXTREMES

Forecast for Pendleton Area

PENDLETON TEMPERATURE FORECAST

HERMISTON TEMPERATURE FORECAST

ALMANAC OREGON FORECAST

SUN AND MOON 

PRECIPITATION

PRECIPITATION

 HIGH LOWTEMP.

 HIGH LOWTEMP.

Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.
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Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

TODAY

73° 46°

77° 47°

Partly sunny and 

warmer

SATURDAY

Not as warm with 

some sun

66° 46°

70° 48°

SUNDAY

Nice with sun and 

clouds

66° 42°

72° 43°

MONDAY

Mostly sunny and 

pleasant

72° 48°

78° 51°

TUESDAY

69° 49°

73° 51°

Plenty of sunshine

New First Full Last

Apr 22 Apr 30 May 7 May 14

Boardman SW 4-8 WSW 7-14
Pendleton SW 4-8 W 8-16

WINDS (in mph)

 Today Sat.

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2020

Yesterday’s National Extremes: (for the 48 contiguous states)

High 96° in Tamiami, Fla. Low -1° in Doe Lake, Mich.
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PENDLETON through 3 p.m. yest.

HERMISTON through 3 p.m. yest.

Yesterday 63°  28°
Normals 62°  39°
Records 88° (1923) 24° (2013)

Yesterday 66°  30°
Normals 65°  39°
Records 88° (1936) 26° (2013)

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date 0.03"
Normal month to date 0.66"
Year to date 4.98"
Last year to date 7.38"
Normal year to date 4.66"

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date Trace
Normal month to date 0.41"
Year to date 0.48"
Last year to date 3.81"
Normal year to date 3.55"

Sunrise today   6:05 a.m.
Sunset tonight   7:45 p.m.
Moonrise today   4:23 a.m.
Moonset today   2:26 p.m.
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Baker County extends 
camping ban on Snake River 
corridor until April 30

BAKER CITY — Baker County Com-
missioner Mark Bennett, acting as incident 
commander under the county’s coronavirus 
emergency declaration, has extended the ban 
on camping and other overnight use, includ-
ing fishing, on public areas along the Snake 
River corridor in Baker County until April 30.

The initial two-week closure order was 
issued on April 4.

The order does not affect private property 
along the river. Snake River Road between 
Richland and Huntington remains open, 
and daytime activities, including fishing, are 
open.

“The concerns for protecting our com-
munities haven’t changed in the time the 
order has been in place, and continuation of 
this order provides consistency with other 
restrictions currently in place,” Bennett said 
in a press release Wednesday. “It’s import-
ant to emphasize this order is temporary, and 
the county will lift it as soon as the situation 
changes in a way that recreation can continue 
like normal without putting our local resi-
dents at risk.”

County officials issued the closure order 
after receiving complaints from local resi-
dents about groups gathering along the river, 
many of them arriving in vehicles with Wash-
ington or Idaho license plates, and not com-
plying with social distancing guidelines or 
using proper sanitation.

— EO Media Group

By GILLIAN FLACCUS 
Associated Press

PORTLAND — A team 
of retirees that scours the 
remote ravines and wind-
swept plains of the Pacific 
Northwest for long-forgot-
ten pioneer orchards has 
rediscovered 10 apple variet-
ies that were believed to be 
extinct — the largest num-
ber ever unearthed in a single 
season by the nonprofit Lost 
Apple Project.

The Vietnam veteran and 
former FBI agent who make 
up the nonprofit recently 
learned of their tally from 
last fall’s apple sleuthing from 
expert botanists at the Tem-
perate Orchard Conservancy 
in Oregon, where all the 
apples are sent for study and 
identification. The apples pos-
itively identified as previously 
“lost” were among hundreds 
of fruits collected in Octo-
ber and November of 2019 
from 140-year-old orchards 
tucked into small canyons or 
hidden in forests that have 
since grown up around them 
in rural Idaho and Washing-
ton state.

“It was just one heck of a 
season. It was almost unbe-
lievable. If we had found one 
apple or two apples a year 
in the past, we thought were 
were doing good. But we 
were getting one after another 
after another,” said EJ Brandt, 

who hunts for the apples 
along with fellow amateur 
botanist David Benscoter. “I 
don’t know how we’re going 
to keep up with that.”

Each fall, Brandt and Ben-
scoter spend countless hours 
and log hundreds of miles 
searching for ancient — and 
often dying — apple trees 
across the Pacific Northwest 
by truck, all-terrain vehi-
cle and on foot. They col-

lect hundreds of apples from 
long-abandoned orchards 
that they find using old maps, 
county fair records, news-
paper clippings and nurs-
ery sales ledgers that can tell 
them which homesteader 
bought what apple tree and 
when the purchase happened.

By matching names from 
those records with prop-
erty maps, they can pinpoint 
where an orchard might have 

been — and they often find a 
few specimens still growing 
there. The pair carefully note 
the location of each tree using 
GPS and tag the tree with a 
plastic band before bagging 
the apples in zip-close bags 
and shipping them to the Ore-
gon experts for identification.

“When I find an apple 
that’s lost, I want to know who 
homesteaded it, when they 
were there, who their children 

were, when they took their 
last drink of water,” Brandt 
said. “We cannot afford to 
lose the name of even one of 
these landowners.”

In the winter, they return 
to the trees — often on foot 
or on snowshoes in freezing 
temperatures and blinding 
snow — to take wood cut-
tings that can be grafted onto 
root stock to propagate new 
trees of the varieties that come 
back as “lost” specimens.

The task is huge. North 
America once had 17,000 
named varieties of domesti-
cated apples, but only about 
4,500 are known to exist 
today. The Lost Apple Project 
believes settlers planted a few 
hundred varieties in their cor-
ner of the Pacific Northwest 
alone as they moved across 
the U. S. West to try their 
hands at the pioneer life.

These newcomers planted 
orchards with enough vari-
ety to get them through the 
long winter, with apples that 
ripened from early spring 
until the first frosts. Many 
were brought with the set-
tlers in buckets from their 
homes on the East Coast and 
in the Midwest. Then, as now, 
trees planted for eating apples 
were not raised from seeds; 
cuttings taken from exist-
ing trees were grafted onto a 
generic root stock and raised 
to maturity. These cloned 
trees remove the genetic vari-

ation that often makes “wild” 
apples inedible.

With the 10 latest varieties 
identified, Brandt and Ben-
scoter have rediscovered a 
total of 23 varieties. The latest 
finds include the Sary Sinap, 
an ancient apple from Turkey; 
the Streaked Pippin, which 
may have originated as early 
as 1744 in New York; and 
the Butter Sweet of Pennsyl-
vania, a variety that was first 
noted in a trial orchard in Illi-
nois in 1901.

Botanists from the Tem-
perate Orchard Society iden-
tified them by comparing the 
collected apples to watercolor 
illustrations created by the 
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture in the 1800s and early 
1900s and by poring over 
written descriptions in old 
botany textbooks and refer-
ence guides, some of them 
more than 150 years old.

One apple, the Gold 
Ridge, was particularly 
hard to identify because the 
experts couldn’t find any 
illustrations or descriptions 
of it anywhere. Finally, bota-
nist Joanie Cooper went page 
by page through a reference 
book written by a botanist 
who died in 1912 until she 
found it.

“It’s the luck of the draw,” 
said Shaun Shepherd, another 
Temperate Orchard Con-
servancy botanist. “And we 
learn more as we go along.”

BRIEFLY

By MONICA SAMAYOA
Oregon Public Broadcasting

SALEM — Oregon’s 
wolf population had a 
growth year in 2019, but may 
have lost its most famous 
member.

OR-7, a wolf that drew 
international attention after 
wandering all the way from 
Northeastern Oregon to the 
Oregon-California border 
in search of a mate, was not 
documented during the Ore-
gon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife’s winter wolf count. 
He is presumed to have died.

The wolf, which was pho-
tographed in the fall, was the 
breeding male for the Rogue 
pack for many years. He is 
estimated to be 11 years old, 
which is considered to be 
very old in the wild.

“This is old for a wolf 
in the wild, so it would be 
natural for him to die at 
this point,” ODFW spokes-
woman Michelle Dennehy 
said.

Aside from the possi-

ble death of Oregon’s most 
famous wolf, the ODFW 
annual wolf report released 
Wednesday had mostly 
upbeat news for those who 
want to see the predator 
population thrive. It showed 
that the state’s wolf popula-
tion has increased by at least 
15% in 2019.

State wildlife biologists 
counted 158 wolves during 
the winter count in Oregon, 
adding 21 more confirmed 
wolves from last year’s 
count of 137.

Dennehy said the count 
is based on verified wolf 
evidence and the numbers 
could be higher.

“It’s our minimum count 
based on verified wolf evi-
dence like tracks, remote 
camera images, so we read-
ily say there are likely more 
wolves out there than we 
counted because it’s difficult 
to count every single wolf,” 
Dennehy said.

The state also added six 
new packs for a total of 22 
packs in the state. A pack 
is defined as four or more 
wolves traveling together in 
the winter. Nineteen of those 
packs met the criteria as 
breeding pairs.

Wildlife biologists doc-
umented over 15,500 wolf 
location data points by radio 
collar, remote camera sur-
veillance, aerial, track and 
howling surveys. Most of 
the packs were located in the 
eastern part of the state in 32 
separate geographic areas 
and 12 counties, including 
parts of Baker, Douglas, 
Grant, Jackson, Klamath, 
Lake, Lane, Morrow, Uma-
tilla, Union, Wallowa, and 
Wasco.

“Wolves continue to 
expand in Oregon, they’re 
on their own timeline but 
we’re continuing to see that 
growth. Again, much of it is 
still in Northeast Oregon but 
also have now a new breed-
ing pair in Western Oregon 
this year, which is the Indigo 
Pack,” Dennehy said.

The state documented 
seven wolf deaths in 
2019, six of which were 
human-caused.

Four wolves were killed 
by car accidents on paved 
highways, one was eutha-
nized due to severe injuries 
and infections, and one was 
legally killed by a livestock 
operator under the depreda-
tion regulations.

Apples thought to be extinct found in the Northwest
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In this Oct. 23, 2019, file photo, amateur botanist David Benscoter, of the Lost Apple Project, 

works in an orchard at an abandoned homestead near Genesee, Idaho. Benscoter and fellow 

amateur botanist EJ Brandt recently learned that their work in the fall of 2019 has led to the 

rediscovery of 10 apple varieties in the Pacific Northwest that were planted by long-ago pio-

neers and had been thought extinct.

Oregon wolf population sees increase

Famous OR-7 not 
documented during 
winter wolf count


