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Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.

Portland

Astoria

Salem

Albany
Corvallis

Eugene

Medford

Klamath Falls

Bend

Burns

John Day

Hermiston

Kennewick

Yakima

The Dalles

Longview

Aberdeen Olympia

Tacoma

Seattle

Pullman
Moses
Lake

Spokane

Lewiston

Wenatchee

Pendleton

La Grande

Ontario

Walla Walla

Enterprise

Caldwell

Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

TODAY

62° 33°

68° 31°

Partly sunny

FRIDAY

Partly sunny and 

warmer

73° 48°

77° 49°

SATURDAY

Comfortable with 

clouds and sun

68° 45°

73° 47°

SUNDAY

Some sun with a 

shower in places

71° 47°

76° 46°

MONDAY

73° 47°

78° 50°

Times of clouds 

and sun

New First Full Last

Apr 22 Apr 30 May 7 May 14

Boardman NE 6-12 SW 4-8
Pendleton NNE 6-12 SW 4-8

WINDS (in mph)

 Today Fri.

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2020

Yesterday’s National Extremes: (for the 48 contiguous states)

High 96° in West Palm Beach, Fla. Low -9° in Atlantic City, Wyo.
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PENDLETON through 3 p.m. yest.

HERMISTON through 3 p.m. yest.

Yesterday 65°  50°
Normals 62°  39°
Records 89° (1926) 26° (1903)

Yesterday 69°  51°
Normals 65°  39°
Records 86° (1936) 27° (2005)

24 hours ending 3 p.m. Trace
Month to date 0.03"
Normal month to date 0.63"
Year to date 4.98"
Last year to date 7.37"
Normal year to date 4.63"

24 hours ending 3 p.m. Trace
Month to date Trace
Normal month to date 0.38"
Year to date 0.48"
Last year to date 3.81"
Normal year to date 3.52"

Sunrise today   6:07 a.m.
Sunset tonight   7:43 p.m.
Moonrise today   3:53 a.m.
Moonset today   1:23 p.m.
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Chester’s Thriftway cleared 
of price gouging

JOHN DAY — A John Day grocery 
store has been cleared of price gouging 
after complaints were lodged about the 
price of eggs.

Chester’s Thriftway fended off com-
plaints of price gouging and were officially 
cleared by the Oregon Department of Jus-
tice on April 7.

“It is clear you have not used the COVID 
virus emergency as a cause to price gouge 
on the price of eggs,” said Dale Geiger with 
Oregon DOJ in an email shared on the gro-
cery store’s Facebook page.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
said wholesale egg prices have tripled since 
the beginning of March. According to the 
same report from the USDA, many grocers 
are taking losses by not passing along the 
increase to their customers.

Operations Manager Bill Wyllie said 
Chester’s was among those grocers last 
month, after their egg supplier requested 
a retraction on an advertisement because 
they could not honor the published sale of 
two dozen eggs for $4.

Price gouging, according to the DOJ 
website, is the sale of essential consumer 
goods or services at an “unconscionably 
excessive price” after the governor declares 
that an abnormal disruption of the market 
exists. The law covers retail outlets, mer-
chants and wholesalers that sell essential 
consumer goods, such as food, water, fuel, 
medical supplies and hotel rooms. Whether 
a product or service is essential depends on 
the nature of the emergency. Hand soap, 
hand sanitizer and toilet paper are consid-
ered items that protect the safety, health and 
welfare of the public during the COVID-19 
emergency.

— EO Media Group

By DICK MASON
EO Media Group

LA GRANDE — Sunlight was 
starting to dim when John Lam-
oreau went to Ackles Cemetery 
north of La Grande early Wednes-
day evening.

The fading light did little to 
obscure a sight that horrified Lam-
oreau — 15 headstones off their 
cement bases. Neither Father Time 
nor the forces of nature did the dam-
age — it was vandals.

“I was heartbroken and abso-
lutely shocked,” said Lamoreau, 
a La Grande High School social 
studies teacher and a former Union 
County commissioner.

Lamoreau is so upset he is fund-
ing a $500 reward the Union County 
Sheriff’s Office is offering to any-
one who comes forward with infor-
mation leading to the arrest and 
conviction of the individual or indi-
viduals responsible. Anyone provid-
ing information regarding the case 
will remain anonymous, said Union 
County Sheriff Boyd Rasmussen.

Crimes go back months

The sheriff said he believes 
young people partying off and on 
at the cemetery over a span of about 
six months committed the crimes. 
He thinks the first damage was done 
last fall and has continued until early 
this month. Rasmussen has had dep-

uties increase patrols of the ceme-
tery as reports of suspicious activity 
have continued.

The vandalism is painful for Ras-
mussen to see because of how much 
the cemetery, which is part of the La 
Grande Cemetery District, means 
historically to the community.

“This raises criminal mischief to 
a new level,” Rasmussen said.

The sheriff has offered to provide 
Union County work crews to assist 
the La Grande Cemetery District 
with restoration efforts at the old 
cemetery off Mt. Glen Road. Those 
work crews are composed of indi-
viduals who have committed low-
level crimes and need to do commu-
nity service.

“We can provide manpower,” 
Rasmussen said.

Sue Anderson, manager of the 
La Grande Cemetery District, said 
a county crew would have to be 
approved by her district’s board. 
And the board could not grant the 
approval without first rescinding its 
policy prohibiting volunteers from 
working at any of its four cemeteries. 
The board adopted this policy sev-
eral years ago after a new state law 
took effect requiring entities, such 
as cemetery districts, to pay higher 
workers’ compensation insurance 
fees if volunteers assist them.

Anderson said her staff will first 
try to see how many of the fallen 
headstones could be put back up 

with a backhoe before making a 
decision on having a work crew 
assist at Ackles Cemetery.

Beyond knocking headstones 
off concrete platforms, vandals 
also broke a pair of lamb heads at a 
gravesite of two children and shat-
tered the head of a statue, Anderson 
said.

Catching those responsible will 
be challenging since the cemetery 
district has no security cameras at 
Ackles. Anderson said the district 
has put up cameras in the past, but 
they have been destroyed because 
there is no place to hide them at the 
treeless site.

Facebook hit

Many people are interested in 
the vandalism at Ackles Cemetery. 
Lamoreau said he took pictures of 
the toppled headstones and posted 
them on Facebook, where others 
have shared them more than 500 
times. This is far more than any-
thing else he has posted on the social 
media platform.

“People are furious about this,” 
Lamoreau said.

It is easy to distinguish the head-
stones that were recently pushed off 
and the others that fell to the ground 
years ago. The concrete bases of the 
headstones with recent damage have 
no moss growing on them, but the 
bases of the ones toppled years ago 
have moss, Lamoreau said.

“The lack of moss tells you that it 
was recent,” he said.

Rasmussen said the sheriff’s 
office has been alerting people who 
live near the cemetery to be on the 

lookout for suspicious activity and 
call law enforcement if they see 
anything. The sheriff said he can 
understand why people may have 
not seen questionable activity in the 
past because the cemetery is about 
200 yards off Mt. Glen Road and 
most people passing it are driving 
between 45-50 mph.

Three-century legacy

Ackles Cemetery was created in 
the mid-1800s as a family cemetery, 
Anderson said. It was then deeded to 
the Methodist Church, and in 1955 
became part of the La Grande Cem-
etery District.

Lamoreau visited Ackles Cem-
etery last week to see if he could 
find information for how the 1918-
20 influenza pandemic affected the 
Grande Ronde Valley. He said the 
number of people buried at the cem-
etery who died of that flu appears to 
be small. 

Most of the people buried in Ack-
les Cemetery died before 1960, and 
nobody has been buried there since 
1988. The cemetery has no more 
room for burial plots, Anderson said.

Lamoreau said he will do every-
thing possible to right the fallen 
headstones, almost all which date 
back to the 1800s or early 1900s.

“The burial monuments that were 
vandalized had survived the Wright 
Brothers’ first flight, the sinking of 
the Titanic, two World Wars, a man 
on the moon, the New Year cele-
brations of 1900 and 2000, but fell 
prey to vandals in the last year,” he 
said. “I am determined to see them 
restored.”

BRIEFLY

Vandals strike rural Union County cemetery
Headstones knocked 
off concrete platforms, 
statue shattered

EO Media Group Photo/Dick Mason

La Grande High School history teacher John Lamoreau on Saturday exam-

ines the vandalism of headstones at Ackles Cemetery north of La Grande. 

Lamoreau is putting up $500 as a reward to help catch the people respon-

sible.

By REBECCA BOONE 
AND KEITH RIDLER

Associated Press

BOISE, Idaho — Ida-
ho’s statewide stay-at-home 
order has been extended 
through the end of April, 
Gov. Brad Little announced 
Wednesday.

Little said the extension 
was necessary to ensure the 
state continues to slow the 
spread of the coronavirus, 
prevent health care facilities 
from being overwhelmed 
and hopefully hasten the 
end of the pandemic.

He said some businesses 
that were previously con-
sidered nonessential, such 
as flower, jewelry and other 
retail shops, can reopen as 
long as they can offer curb-
side service and ensure 
social distancing.

“Continuing to do that is 
the right thing to do,” Little 
said.

Little issued an emer-
gency declaration on March 
13 and followed with the 
21-day statewide stay-home 
order on March 25. At the 
time of the order, Idaho 
had at least 91 confirmed 

cases of COVID-19, and two 
known instances of commu-
nity spread, which means the 
source of a person’s infec-
tion can’t be determined.

Idaho now has at least 
1,473 virus cases and 39 
deaths, according to a Johns 
Hopkins University tally.

Between mid-March 
and early April, the Idaho 
Department of Labor said, 
nearly 78,000 people filed 
for unemployment benefits 
as the state shed thousands 
of jobs due to the outbreak.

Some top state GOP law-
makers, including Speaker 
of the House Scott Bedke, 
have been pressing Little to 
hand control of the corona-
virus response to local offi-
cials. Bedke is from the tiny 
town of Oakley in Cassia 
County, which had 10 con-
firmed cases.

However, with a limited 
number of test kits available 
and the chance that some 
tests return false negative 
results, the number of actual 
cases is believed to be much 
higher in the state.

Republican Party Chair-
man Raul Labrador, a for-
mer U.S. representative and 

unsuccessful gubernatorial 
candidate against Little, has 
also pressured the gover-
nor to lift the stay-at-home 
order.

“The decision to reopen 
Idaho must be based on a 
complete analysis of the 
costs to our society and not 
just COVID-19 models,” 
Labrador said in a prepared 
statement.

Little said he had to do 
what is right.

“I’m always concerned 
and interested in the opin-
ions of the duly elected leg-
islators in Idaho, but as I 
view my responsibility on a 
statewide basis,” Little said, 
“I gotta do what I gotta do 
for the state of Idaho.”

Memos, emails and 
other documents from Lit-
tle’s office obtained by The 
Associated Press through a 
public records request illus-
trates just how intercon-
nected local governments 
are. When it comes to man-
aging a pandemic, a deci-
sion by one municipality 
— or even a large business 
— can have broad impacts 
on neighboring towns and 
health systems.

Idaho’s stay-at-home order 
extended through April


