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Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.
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Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

TODAY

65° 40°

71° 38°

Mostly sunny

THURSDAY

Mostly sunny and 

nice

70° 45°

76° 48°

FRIDAY

Mostly sunny and 

pleasant

72° 45°

77° 47°

SATURDAY

Cooler with clouds 

and sunshine

60° 30°

64° 33°

SUNDAY

54° 31°

59° 30°

Times of clouds 

and sun

Last New First Full

Apr 14 Apr 22 Apr 30 May 7

Boardman NE 4-8 ESE 3-6
Pendleton NNW 4-8 NW 4-8

WINDS (in mph)

 Today Thu.

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2020

Yesterday’s National Extremes: (for the 48 contiguous states)

High 93° in Falfurrias, Texas Low 16° in Gould, Colo.
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PENDLETON through 3 p.m. yest.

HERMISTON through 3 p.m. yest.

Yesterday 65°  41°
Normals 60°  38°
Records 87° (1977) 24° (1908)

Yesterday 68°  46°
Normals 63°  38°
Records 86° (1934) 19° (1928)

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date 0.03"
Normal month to date 0.31"
Year to date 4.98"
Last year to date 6.48"
Normal year to date 4.31"

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date Trace
Normal month to date 0.16"
Year to date 0.48"
Last year to date 3.73"
Normal year to date 3.30"

Sunrise today   6:22 a.m.
Sunset tonight   7:33 p.m.
Moonrise today   8:40 p.m.
Moonset today   7:05 a.m.

— Founded Oct. 16, 1875 —

211 S.E. Byers Ave., Pendleton 541-276-2211
333 E. Main St., Hermiston 541-567-6211

Office hours: Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed major holidays

EastOregonian.com

To subscribe, call 1-800-522-0255
 or go online to EastOregonian.com

 and click on ‘Subscribe’

East Oregonian (USPS 164-980) is published daily except Sunday, 

Monday and postal holidays, by the EO Media Group, 211 S.E. Byers 

Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801. Periodicals postage paid at Pendleton, OR. 

Postmaster: send address changes to 

East Oregonian, 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801.

Copyright © 2020, EO Media Group

EASTOREGONIAN

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

 Local home delivery  Savings (cover price) 
EZPay $13/month 60 percent
52 weeks $173.67 41 percent
26 weeks $91.86 38 percent
13 weeks $47.77 36 percent

*EZ Pay = one-year rate with a monthly credit  

or debit card/check charge

Single copy price: 
$1.50 Tuesday through Saturday

ADVERTISING

Regional Publisher and Revenue Director:

• Christopher Rush

541-278-2669 • crush@eomediagroup.com

Advertising Manager: 

• Angela Treadwell

541-966-0827 • atreadwell@eastoregonian.com

Multimedia Consultants:

• Lora Jenkins

541-276-2214 • ljenkins@eastoregonian.com

• Jeanne Jewett

541-564-4531 • jjewett@eastoregonian.com

• Audra Workman

541-564-4538 • aworkman@eastoregonian.com

Business Office Coordinator

• Dayle Stinson

541-278-2670 • dstinson@eastoregonian.com

Classified & Legal Advertising

1-800-962-2819 or 541-278-2678

classifieds@eastoregonian.com or legals@eastoregonian.com

NEWS
• To submit news tips and press releases: 
call 541-966-0818 or email news@eastoregonian.com
• To submit community events, calendar items and Your EO News: 
email community@eastoregonian.com or call  Renee Struthers 
at 541-966-0818.
• To submit engagements, weddings and anniversaries:
email rstruthers@eastoregonian.com or visit eastoregonian.
com/community/announcements
• To submit sports or outdoors information or tips: 
541-966-0838 • sports@eastoregonian.com

Business Office Manager: 
541-966-0824

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Production Manager: Christopher Rush

541-278-2669 • crush@eomediagroup.com

Subscriber services:
For mail delivery, online access, vacation stops 
or delivery concerns call 1-800-522-0255 ext. 1

Circulation Dept.

800-781-3214

CORRECTIONS: The East Oregonian works hard to be accurate and sincerely 
regrets any errors. If you notice a mistake in the paper, please call 541-966-0818.

Officials opt to keep schools 
closed in Washington state 

OLYMPIA, Wash. — Schools in Wash-
ington state will remain physically closed 
for the remainder of the school year while 
more than 1.2 million public and private 
K-12 students continue distance learning at 
least until mid-June due to the coronavirus 
outbreak, officials said Monday.

Schools have been shut statewide since 
March 17 and were initially scheduled to 
reopen April 27. That was extended until 
June 19 — when the spring term ends — 
and schools were encouraged to continue 
distance learning.

The order also asks schools to start plan-

ning for a potential expansion of the clo-
sures into the summer and fall, though 
Gov. Jay Inslee said officials would explore 
whether it was possible to bring students 
back for graduation later in the year.

Schools Superintendent Chris Reykdall 
said the decision was tough, but the risks of 
returning students to school too soon were 
high due to the pandemic.

“A rush back to school puts signifi-
cant risk in learning continuity that at this 
time would not be better than the model 
we are developing and advancing at a dis-
tance,” he said. “We do not want that curve 
to suddenly spike up because we acted too 
quickly to come back.”

— Associated Press

By JAYSON JACOBY
EO Media Group

BAKER CITY — Wes 
Morgan isn’t worried about 
having too little water to 
distribute to farmers in 
southern Baker County this 
spring and summer.

But he is wondering 
whether he might at times 
have too much.

This is the sort of predic-
ament that people in Mor-
gan’s business don’t partic-
ularly mind, to be sure.

He manages the Burnt 
River Irrigation District, 
which doles out water to 
farmers and ranchers along 
the district’s namesake 
river between Unity Reser-
voir and the Durkee Valley 
about 25 miles southeast of 
Baker City.

With the mountain snow-
pack running above aver-
age in most places, Morgan 
is confident that 2020 will 
be the second straight year 
without a drought.

“I’m going to have plenty 
of water,” Morgan said 
on Monday morning. “I 
think the big question now 

is: How it’s going to come 
out?”

By that, he means how 
quickly the snowpack melts.

The differences from 
one spring to the next can 
be dramatic, and have sim-
ilarly outsized effects on 
how much water is avail-
able, and when.

A spring heatwave, for 
instance, can flush much 
of the snow into streams in 

just a few days.
That’s the situation 

that Morgan, in common 
with other irrigation dis-
trict managers around the 
region, would like to avoid 
because much of that snow-
melt would end up flowing 
downstream and thus not 
be available for irrigation in 
summer, when it’s needed 
most. And with Unity Res-
ervoir more than 90% full, 

Morgan doesn’t have space 
to store a glut of water now.

But with temperatures 
falling below freezing most 
mornings recently, the 
snowpack has been melting 
slowly.

And at higher elevations 
around Northeastern Ore-
gon, it hasn’t been melting 
at all.

A series of storms over 
the past week or so has 

deepened the snowpack at 
several measuring sites.

One example is an auto-
mated station in a meadow 
just east of Anthony Lake.

The Anthony Lakes 
station, elevation 7,160, 
recorded an increase in 
snow depth from 67 inches 
on March 29 to 83 inches on 
April 1.

When snow survey-
ors tramped to that same 
meadow recently they also 
measured 83 inches of 
snow, with a water content 
of 29 inches. That’s 12% 
above average for the first 
of April — water content is 
the more meaningful statis-
tic, in terms of water supply, 
than snow depth.

Generally speaking, the 
snowpack is more bountiful 
in the Northern Blue Moun-
tains and the western side of 
the Wallowas.

The water content in 
the snow at High Ridge, 
near Tollgate, is 52% above 
average.

At Moss Springs above 
Cove, the water content is 
51% above average. Even 
more noteworthy, the water 
content there on Monday — 
36.2 inches — was the most 
measured at Moss Springs 
since 1982.

The measuring station 
was installed there in 1981.

The snowiest year since 

then was 1982, when the 
water content at Moss 
Springs peaked at 38.8 
inches on April 14.

The measuring station 
at Taylor Green, near West 
Eagle Creek, has a water 
content 42% above average.

But winter and early 
spring storms haven’t been 
as beneficent on the oppo-
site side of the Wallowas.

The three regional sta-
tions with a water content 
below average are all on 
the east side of the range 
— Aneroid Lake, about 
5 miles south of Wallowa 
Lake, being the lowest at 
74% of average. The two 
others are Mount Howard 
near Wallowa Lake (98% 
of average) and Schneider 
Meadows northeast of Half-
way (99%).

In the Elkhorns, the 
water content ranges from 
more than five times the 
average at Gold Center near 
Granite, to 1% above aver-
age at Bourne.

Lyle Umpleby, who 
manages the Powder Val-
ley Water Control District, 
said “things are looking 
pretty good” in his district, 
with Pilcher Creek Reser-
voir at 69% of its capacity 
and Wolf Creek Reservoir 
55%. Both figures are above 
average for early April, 
Umpleby said.

BRIEFLY

By PETER WONG
Oregon Capital Bureau

SALEM — Oregon’s 
insurance commissioner for 
the past two years is the next 
director of the Department 
of Consumer and Business 
Services, its parent agency.

Gov. Kate Brown 
announced the appointment 
of Andrew Stolfi on Friday, 
April 3. His appointment 
is subject to Senate confir-
mation. His first day was 
Monday.

As administrator of the 
Division of Financial Regu-
lation within the agency — 
and the state insurance com-
missioner — he led recent 
negotiations with insurance 
companies that resulted 
in a waiver of cost-shar-
ing with patients in Ore-
gon who require testing for 
COVID-19.

He will continue as insur-
ance commissioner.

In his broader role as 

a g e n c y 
d i r e c t o r , 
Stolfi will 
o v e r s e e 
the Build-
ing Codes 
D i v i s i o n , 
D i v i s i o n 
of Finan-
cial Regulation, the Oregon 
Health Insurance Market-
place, Oregon Occupational 
Safety and Health Divi-
sion, the ombudsman for 
injured workers, small busi-
ness ombudsman, Workers’ 
Compensation Division, 
Workers’ Compensation 
Board and the Central Ser-
vices Division.

“I believe strongly in our 
mission of consumer protec-
tion,” Stolfi said.

Brown said in announc-
ing his appointment:

“He understands the 
importance of support-
ing both Oregon’s con-
sumer needs and our busi-
ness environment during 
these unprecedented times. 
His diverse professional 
background, coupled with a 
focus on consumer protec-
tion, will serve Oregonians 
well.”

Stolfi came to Oregon 

two years ago from the 
International Association 
of Insurance Supervisors, 
based in Switzerland. He 
spent six years there, ending 
up as chief operating officer 
and chief counsel. Before 
then, he was at the Illinois 
Department of Insurance for 
about three years, ending up 
as acting director, and also 
was in the office of legal 
counsel for the governor.

He currently serves on 
the executive committee 
and as the vice chair of the 
Health Innovation Working 
Group and the Consumer 
Liaison Committee of the 
National Association of 
Insurance Commissioners.

He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in biology in 1999 
from the University of Ver-
mont and his law degree in 
2002 from the Chicago-Kent 
College of Law at the Illi-
nois Institute of Technology.

He succeeds Lou Savage, 
who has been acting direc-
tor since Cameron Smith 
left the job in November. 
Smith is now deputy secre-
tary of state. Savage will be 
the acting administrator of 
Stolfi’s former division in 
DCBS.

March storms maintain mountain snowpack
Water content at 
High Ridge, near 
Tollgate, is 52% 
above average

EO Media Group Photo/Lisa Britton

Snow has nearly buried an outhouse at the Anthony Lake campground in the Elkhorn Moun-

tains.

Oregon insurance commissioner 
gets new consumer protection role

Andrew Stolfi’s 
appointment 
subject to Senate 
confirmation

Stolfi


