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Washington coronavirus deaths now up to 67
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Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.
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Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

TODAY

60° 37°

65° 36°

Mostly sunny

SATURDAY

Sunshine

62° 35°

67° 35°

SUNDAY

Partly sunny

65° 41°

69° 44°

MONDAY

Spotty afternoon 

showers

58° 33°

62° 34°

TUESDAY

53° 33°

58° 38°

Clouds and sun, 

showers around
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Boardman ENE 3-6 W 3-6
Pendleton NW 4-8 WNW 6-12

WINDS (in mph)

 Today Sat.

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2020

Yesterday’s National Extremes: (for the 48 contiguous states)

High 102° in Zapata, Texas Low -2° in Lake Yellowstone, Wyo.
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PENDLETON through 3 p.m. yest.

HERMISTON through 3 p.m. yest.

Yesterday 59°  31°
Normals 56°  36°
Records 80° (1934) 18° (1965)

Yesterday 61°  28°
Normals 59°  35°
Records 80° (1934) 13° (1965)

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date 0.61"
Normal month to date 0.81"
Year to date 4.67"
Last year to date 5.24"
Normal year to date 3.36"

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date 0.12"
Normal month to date 0.58"
Year to date 0.48"
Last year to date 3.49"
Normal year to date 2.85"

Sunrise today   6:58 a.m.
Sunset tonight   7:08 p.m.
Moonrise today   5:49 a.m.
Moonset today   3:31 p.m.
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Idaho adopts stricter 
guidelines to limit 
coronavirus spread 

BOISE, Idaho — Idaho Gov. Brad Lit-
tle on Wednesday announced stricter 
guidelines for social interactions in the 
state to slow the spread of the coronavi-
rus, but no mandatory measures were put 
in place.

The Republican governor said the state 
adopted federal guidelines that include a 
recommendation to avoid social gather-
ings of more than 10 people.

The guidelines also call for not eating 
or drinking in bars, restaurants and food 
courts, but to use drive-thru or pickup 
options. Little also recommended against 
unnecessary travel and shopping.

The goal, he said, is to slow the spread 
so that health care facilities aren’t over-
whelmed and to protect the elderly and 
people with health conditions, who are 
more susceptible.

“First and foremost, I have to keep 
everybody healthy to the extent that I 
can,” Little said at a news conference. “So 
I need to minimize the risks now.”

Little said mandatory measures could 
eventually be put in place, depending on 
the extent of the virus outbreak. But he 

said a rural state like Idaho has different 
circumstances than more populated and 
urban states where such restrictions have 
been enacted. 

1st Tri-Cities death from 
coronavirus confi rmed

RICHLAND, Wash. — A Tri-City 
woman who died in a local hospital over 
the weekend tested positive for COVID-
19, the Benton-Franklin Health District 
was notifi ed Wednesday.

It was the fi rst death attributed to 
COVID-19 in Benton and Franklin coun-
ties and the second case.

The woman who died was in her 
80s with underlying health conditions, 
according to the health district.

Her test results were not completed 
until after her death, with the health dis-
trict notifi ed Wednesday. It can take as 
long as a week to get test results.

“Our fi rst thoughts are with the fam-
ily and loved ones of this woman,” said 
Dr. Amy Person, health offi cer for Benton 
and Franklin Counties.

The patient was a resident at Bonaven-
ture of Tri-Cities, a senior living commu-
nity on Bellerive Drive in south Richland. 

— EO Media Group and wire services

By RACHEL LA CORTE 
and MARTHA BELLISLE 

Associated Press

OLYMPIA, Wash. — 
Washington state health 
offi cials reported 13 new 
deaths from the coronavi-
rus on Wednesday, bring-
ing the state tally of fatali-
ties to 67 — the highest in 
the country.

Also, Gov. Jay Inslee 
announced a 30-day state-
wide moratorium on evic-
tions of residential tenants 
as the state continues to 
grapple with containing the 
spread of COVID-19 and 
the impact it is having on 
the state’s economy as busi-
nesses are forced to tempo-
rarily close and employees 
are laid off.

“We recognize we are in 
extraordinary times, and it 
is necessary to do what we 
can to help Washingtonians 
weather this storm,” he said.

Ten of the newly 
announced deaths were in 
King County and fi ve were 
associated with the Life 
Care Center, a nursing home 
in Kirkland, Washington. 
To date, 35 of the state’s 
deaths were linked to that 
facility. Overall, 56 deaths 
have been reported in King 
County. Clark County also 

reported a death Wednes-
day — the county’s third. 
Pierce County reported its 
fi rst fatality from the dis-
ease and Snohomish County 
has reported six deaths. 
Grant County has reported 
one death.

For most people, the new 
coronavirus causes only 
mild or moderate symp-
toms, such as fever and 
cough. For some, especially 

older adults and people with 
existing health problems, it 
can cause more severe ill-
ness, including pneumonia. 
The vast majority of people 
recover from the new virus.

Inslee’s move to help 
people facing housing issues 
came as the Federal Housing 
Finance Agency directed 
Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac to suspend foreclo-
sures and evictions for at 

least 60 days due to the out-
break. The state moratorium 
was among several policies 
announced Wednesday that 
are intended to offer relief to 
businesses and their employ-
ees as the number of corona-
virus cases topped 1,100.

For workers who have 
been laid off after after the 
statewide order that closed 
restaurants, bars, gyms and 
other facilities through at 

least the end of the month, 
Inslee announced a waiver 
of the one-week waiting 
period to receive unemploy-
ment insurance. The order is 
retroactive for claims fi led 
up to March 8, the day of 
the governor’s fi rst emer-
gency rule expanding unem-
ployment insurance crite-
ria to cover more workers 
impacted by the coronavi-
rus outbreak. The gover-
nor is still seeking a major 
disaster declaration in the 
state so that residents other-
wise not eligible for unem-
ployment insurance could 
get help under the Disaster 
Unemployment Assistance 
program.

Up to $5 million will be 
made available as micro-
grants to small businesses 
across the state to help pre-
vent permanent closure.

The measures were 
announced hours after 
the Employment Security 
Department released its 
monthly unemployment rate 
update, showing that the 
rate for February was 3.8%. 
In a written statement, Paul 
Turek, economist for the 
department, said that hir-
ing in the state was strong 
last month, but noted that 
the numbers refl ected a time 
before the current concerns 

and actions in response to 
COVID-19.

“Our record low unem-
ployment rate is unlikely to 
last, however, as the eco-
nomic impacts from con-
tainment efforts become 
more clear,” he said.

ESD Commissioner Suzi 
LeVine said that last week, 
they saw a 150% increase 
in unemployment benefi t 
claims.

“We have seen a substan-
tial spike and increase even 
from that 150% this week,” 
she said.

The Department of Reve-
nue will also have authority 
to waive penalties and inter-
est on certain late tax pay-
ments for things like prop-
erty tax exemption renewals, 
excise tax interest on busi-
ness and occupation taxes, 
and real estate sales. The 
state will create payment 
plans on the amount busi-
nesses owe without fi ling 
tax liens in federal courts. 
This also means the suspen-
sion of enforcement actions, 
such as forced collections 
by seizing bank accounts. 
These measures would be 
in force for at least 30 days. 
These actions are retroac-
tive to Feb. 29, the date the 
governor initially declared a 
state of emergency.

AP Photo/Elaine Thompson

Medical personnel wait for a driver to pull up at a drive-through COVID-19 testing station for 

University of Washington Medicine patients on Tuesday in Seattle.  
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LA GRANDE — The 
Center for Human Devel-
opment in La Grande 
confi rmed on Thursday 
afternoon the fi rst case 
of COVID-19 in Union 
County.

The center in a news 
release stated the Oregon 
Health Authority and Union 
County Public Health are 
working to identify and iso-
late any individuals who 
may have been in close con-
tact with the person while 
they were contagious.

“We can assure our com-
munity that the exposure 
risk to Union County resi-
dents is very low,” accord-
ing to the center’s news 

release. “This individual 
had a recent history of inter-
national travel and is not 
considered to have acquired 
it from community spread.”

The OHA has yet to 
include the Union County 
case of coronavirus in the 
daily totals of cases for 
the state or counties. The 
Center for Human Devel-
opment reported the case 
will be refl ected in Friday’s 
updates.

“Our hearts and our sup-
port are with the individ-
ual and their family as they 
care for their loved one,” 
said Union County Pub-
lic Health Administer Car-
rie Brogoitti. “We knew 
we couldn’t stop the virus 
from coming to our home, 

and we’ve worked hard as a 
community to slow it down. 
We know that many people 
are concerned; it is diffi cult 
when we are dealing with 
uncertainty and unexpected 
changes to our day-to-day 
lives. Now more than ever, 
we have to band together to 
protect and support our fam-
ily, friends, and neighbors 
who may be at higher risk 
of becoming ill and needing 
care and assistance.”

Offi cials with Grande 
Ronde Hospital, La Grande, 
the center and Union 
County said they are in the 
information gathering and 
crisis control stages and 
did not have many answers 
Thursday, but would have 
more information Friday.

COVID-19 case in Union County


