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Grant County deputy to head coronavirus task force

County’s emergency
management
coordinator resigns
over decision

By STEVEN MITCHELL
EO Media Group

JOHN DAY — The
Grant County Court, in an
emergency planning meet-
ing to address the new coro-
navirus on March 6, named
Deputy Dave Dobler, county
search and rescue coordina-
tor, as incident commander
of a new task force.

Although there are no
known cases in Grant
County, Dobler, along with
his 30 search and rescue
volunteers, will track peo-
ple in the community who
may have the virus using
search and rescue software
and will share the informa-
tion with agencies, such as
police, fire and emergency
medical services.

“We owe it to our com-
munity to be proactive,”
Dobler said.

Dobler said the task force
would also focus on preven-
tion. He said there is more
the county could do, such as
hiring a part-time employee
to circulate through the
community to sanitize fre-
quently used surfaces,
such as door handles, sur-

ahead” of the virus.

faces and keypads in public
places.

“You can say, ‘Well,
those are the business’ prob-
lem,” Dobler said. “Actu-
ally, those are all of our
problems.”

Dobler said the area
has limited police, fire and
EMS.

“Our ability to respond
is limited if we are sick, and
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Grant County Undersheriff Zach Mobley, left, and Deputy Dave Dobler address the Grant
County Court on Friday in an emergency meeting to plan for the coronavirus. While the court
was careful not to create a panic with no known cases in Grant County, it still wants to “get

our community deserves
better,” he said.

Dobler proposed the cre-
ation of an emergency oper-
ations center to be open
during business  hours.
Dobler said he wants to
set up phone lines, a web-
site and an exclusive email
address to track information
about illnesses within the
community.

He said, should there
be any outbreaks within
any neighboring commu-
nities, the hours could be
increased. And should there
be any confirmed cases in
the county, the center could
operate around the clock.

Dobler said the task
force would work with the
schools, health care pro-
viders and senior centers to

ensure people are following
“good hygeine.”

“We are a small com-
munity, and the nice thing
about being small is that we
can be agile and do things
that bigger communities
are not going to do because
politically they are afraid
to take those steps,” Dobler
said. “I don’t think we are in
a community that is afraid
to take those steps.”

Dobler said he would
like to have a plan in place
should any emergency dis-
patchers get sick. Dobler
said he does not know what
that plan would look like,
but would like to have it
tested within seven days. He
said he would like to coordi-
nate with Condon and Baker
City on the testing. He said
there is a process in place,
but he needs to test it.

County Judge Scott
Myers said the county cur-
rently has an Office of Emer-
gency Management. Myers
asked if Dobler’s intent was
to change emergency man-
agement or include it in the

process.

Dobler said it was
to include  emergency
management.

Ted Williams, the coun-
ty’s emergency manage-
ment coordinator, said he
had been monitoring the
coronavirus and that the
county health department

should be the lead agency.

Dobler said the health
department was invited to
work within the structure
his organization has created.

“They will decide how
much they will be in)”
Dobler said. “Hopefully, it
will be all in.”

Williams said he wanted
to work together and not
create redundancy by dupli-
cating efforts. He said he
worked on an emergency
plan for four years.

The court suggested that
Williams and Dobler work
together and said now, given
the seriousness of the virus,
is not the time for infighting.

On Monday, Williams
resigned, citing concerns
about the task force and the
lack of an emergency plan
being followed.

Williams said the emer-
gency plan he submitted
in 2019 covered pandem-
ics, viruses and other bio-
hazards, and listed the
health department as the
lead agency. He said he
was blindsided by the cre-
ation of the task force by the
sheriff’s office at Friday’s
meeting.

“We have a vulnera-
ble population in Grant
County,” Williams said.
“For county court and the
sheriff’s office to go off on
their own puts people at
risk.”
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Oregon public defenders
snubbed by state lawmakers

By CONRAD WILSON
Oregon Public Broadcasting

SALEM — A bill that
would’ve boosted Oregon’s
public defenders died as a
result of the derailed legisla-
tive session in Salem.

House Bill 4004 would’ve
established performance and
case standards, and elimi-
nated a requirement for the
state to run a public defense
system built around being as
cost effective as possible.

“That had been, I think,
originally thought by people
to mean the cheapest,” said
Lane Borg, executive director
of the state’s Office of Public
Defense Services.

The bill passed in the state
House overwhelmingly. But
like almost every other bill
in the 2020 legislative ses-
sion, it stalled after Republi-
cans walked out because of
a climate change bill, deny-
ing the Oregon Legislature a
quorum necessary to conduct
business.

The public defense bill
also would’ve expanded the
commission that runs the
Office of Public Defense Ser-
vices from seven members
to nine, and required one of
the members be an individ-
ual who had received public
defense services.

Last ses-
sion, law-
makers
failed to pass
House Bill
3145, which
would’ve
overhauled
the state’s
public defense system and
started the process of turning
some public defenders into
state employees. At the trial
level, all public defenders in
Oregon are contract employ-
ees of the state. Some of the
attorneys work at nonprof-
its, while others are self-em-
ployed or work with other
attorneys in consortia.

In 2019, lawmakers
received a report from the
nonpartisan Sixth Amend-
ment Center, which found

Macpherson

Oregon’s public  defense
system was structur-
ally flawed and effectively
unconstitutional.

The commission that over-
sees public defense addressed
some of the largest concerns
raised by the report, includ-
ing a flat fee contracting
model that paid attorneys per
case, regardless of the hours it
took. While lawmakers didn’t
pass HB 3145, they pumped
an additional $38 million into
the system for the 2019-21
budget; that led to about 30

additional attorneys and pay
increases across the state.

Borg said there was an
additional $20 million pos-
sibility attached to the short
session’s budget bill, which
also did not pass after the
Republican walkout. He said
he hopes to get the money
released through the state’s
Emergency Board, which is
made of a group of lawmak-
ers who can allocate funds
outside of the legislative ses-
sion. There are also rumors of
a possible special session.

If Oregon fails to ade-
quately provide a public
defense system that meets the
needs of its clients, the state
could face a lawsuit.

“With the failure of House
Bill 3145 in 2019 and the fail-
ure of 4004 in the short ses-
sion, | think it’s possible it
could move us closer to a law-
suit,” said Carl Macpherson,
executive director of Met-
ropolitan Public Defender, a
nonprofit that serves indigent
clients in Multnomah and
Washington counties.

The American Civil Liber-
ties Union has sued a number
of states over a lack funding
to public defense: Michigan
in 2007, Washington in 2011,
Louisiana in 2016, Missouri
and Nevada in 2017, and
Idaho in 2018.

Woman pleads not guilty to
sex crimes involving child

ALBANY — An Albany woman has
pleaded not guilty to more than a dozen sex
crimes involving an underage person.

The Albany Democrat Herald reports in
late February, 40-year-old Tina Ketcham
was charged in Linn County Circuit Court
with seven sex crimes. On Monday, the

number increased to 15.

Ketcham was arraigned on an indict-

BRIEFLY

victim.

sex abuse, one count of sodomy and six
other sex crimes. She pleaded not guilty
and was scheduled for a two-day jury trial
starting in April.

The crimes allegedly occurred between
2015 and 2020, and Ketcham knew the

Judge Brendan Kane has maintained
Ketcham’s bail at $350,000, denying a
request for reduced security.

The Albany Police Department began

ment for six counts of rape, two counts of

investigating the case in February.

— Associated Press
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