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Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.
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Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

TODAY

62° 39°

65° 43°

Sunny

WEDNESDAY

Mostly sunny and 

delightful

58° 30°

64° 31°

THURSDAY

Intervals of clouds 

and sunshine

53° 32°

57° 31°

FRIDAY

Mostly cloudy

53° 27°

56° 29°

SATURDAY

36° 13°

41° 19°

A bit of rain and 

sleet

Last New First Full

Mar 16 Mar 24 Apr 1 Apr 7

Boardman SW 6-12 WSW 7-14
Pendleton WSW 6-12 WSW 8-16

WINDS (in mph)

 Today Wed.

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2020

Yesterday’s National Extremes: (for the 48 contiguous states)

High 82° in Naples, Fla. Low 0° in Langdon, N.D.
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PENDLETON through 3 p.m. yest.

HERMISTON through 3 p.m. yest.

Yesterday 52°  29°
Normals 53°  34°
Records 77° (1916) 19° (2019)

Yesterday 55°  27°
Normals 56°  33°
Records 76° (2005) 16° (1933)

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date 0.26"
Normal month to date 0.33"
Year to date 4.32"
Last year to date 5.17"
Normal year to date 2.88"

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date 0.02"
Normal month to date 0.29"
Year to date 0.38"
Last year to date 3.43"
Normal year to date 2.56"

Sunrise today   7:17 a.m.
Sunset tonight   6:55 p.m.
Moonrise today   8:29 p.m.
Moonset today   8:14 a.m.
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CORRECTIONS: 
In the Page A1 story “Water revenues stay on track in first year of rate increase,” pub-
lished Saturday, March 7, the amount of miscellaneous fees the city of Hermiston col-
lected in 2018-19 was misstated. The correct total is $186,661.

In the Page C3 story “Symphony concerts feature ballet suites,” published Saturday, 
March 7, the incorrect venue was listed for the Pendleton performance. The event will 
be held in the Bob Clapp Theatre at Blue Mountain Community College in Pendleton.

The East Oregonian works hard to be accurate and sincerely regrets any errors. If 
you notice a mistake in the paper, please call 541-966-0818.

Man accused of harassment, 
death threats

WALLA WALLA, Wash. — A Walla 
Walla man has been accused of harassing 
three people with anti-gay slurs and death 
threats outside a downtown restaurant.

Drew D. Duvall, 30, was charged with 
three counts of malicious harassment and 
one count each of harassment and obstruct-
ing a law enforcement officer after officers 
responded at 10:58 a.m. on March 2 to the 
Red Monkey, 25 W. Alder St., for a threats 
call.

The three people told officers they were 
waiting for the restaurant to open when 
Duvall allegedly approached and called 

them derogatory names for several minutes.
They also said Duvall stepped toward 

one of them aggressively and another got 
in between to prevent a possible assault, 
records stated.

One of them allegedly asked Duvall 
to leave several times, and he rode on his 
bicycle about 100 feet on the sidewalk, but 
returned, saying he was going to kill one of 
them and he had a knife. None of them said 
they saw a knife. They said he also touched 
one of them and tried to hug her.

Duvall was told to sit in the back of a 
police vehicle, but had to eventually be 
“forcefully assisted to sit down,” records 
stated. Duvall’s bond was set at $7,500.

— Walla Walla Union Bulletin

By DICK MASON
EO Media Group

STARKEY — Clues 
from the past may soon dic-
tate what the Sheep Creek 
area south of Starkey will 
look like in the future.

The U.S. Forest Service’s 
La Grande Ranger Dis-
trict is proposing the Sheep 
Creek Vegetation Manage-
ment Project to restore the 
30,000-acre Sheep Creek 
area, 22 air miles southwest 
of La Grande, to what it 
looked like at least 180 years 
ago before Oregon Trail 
pioneers began traveling 
through Northeast Oregon.

The Forest Service wants 
to restore the vegetation 
and timber makeup of the 
Sheep Creek area to what 
it was long ago when its 
forests were more resilient 
to drought, fire and insect 
infestations because the 
trees were best suited for the 
area.

“The stands are out of 
balance. We want to restore 
the forests’ compositions 
to what they were when 
they were the most resil-
ient to disturbances,” said 
Lucas Glick, a silviculturist 
with the La Grande Ranger 
District.

Sites for restoration 
work include Sheep Creek’s 
lower mountain zone, which 
receives less precipitation 
than other areas in the zone 

and is more prone to fire. 
More than a century ago, 
ponderosa pine and western 
larch filled the zone. The 
species were ideal because 
they are drought and fire 
resistant.

Much of the ponderosa 
pine and western larch is 
gone today because of dis-
turbances, which included 
logging activity. Douglas 
fir, lodgepole pine and grand 
fir now grow in large num-
bers in the lower mountain 
zone as a result. These trees 
are far less drought and 
fire resistant than ponder-
osa pine and western larch, 
which means the zone’s 
stands are much more vul-
nerable than they were at 
least 180 years ago.

Ponderosa pine and west-
ern larch no longer grow in 
the zone in great numbers 
because the other species 
are outcompeting them for 
space. One reason is pon-
derosa pine and western 
larch are not shade tolerant. 
This means young ponder-
osa pine and western larch 
do not do well when grow-
ing under larger Douglas fir, 
lodgepole pine and grand 
fir.

The Sheep Creek proj-
ect plan calls for controlled 
burns, logging and noncom-
mercial thinning to create 
space for ponderosa pine 
and western larch.

The situation is similar 

in other zones of the Sheep 
Creek area, where the best 
suited trees are now hard 
to find after being lost to 
disturbances and losing 
the competition for space 
to other trees not as well 
suited for the environment. 
Glick said treatments of pre-
scribed burning, commer-
cial logging and noncom-
mercial thinning will allow 
species of trees best suited 

for the zone to reestablish.
“We want to promote and 

maintain the forest composi-
tion, which was there before 
the disturbances,” Glick 
said.

Large ponderosa pine 
stumps in the lower moun-
tain zone and old photos are 
among the evidence the For-
est Service used to deter-
mine the original compo-
sition of the Sheep Creek 

zones.
The Forest Service’s pro-

posed Sheep Creek treat-
ments call for about 3,000 
acres of commercial tim-
ber harvest and 9,000 acres 
of noncommercial thinning, 
including follow-up treat-
ments, such as post-harvest 
understory removal, piling 
and burning. In addition, 
9,500 acres of prescribed 
burning of natural fuels is 

proposed across 12 burn 
blocks.

Additional information 
on the project is available 
at www.fs.usda.gov/pro-
ject/?project=57625 or by 
contacting District Ranger 
Bill Gamble at 541-962-
8582 or email bill.gamble@
usda.gov.

The Forest Service now 
is accepting written com-
ments on the proposed 
Sheep Creek Vegetation 
Management Project. Com-
ments can be sent via email 
to comments-pacificnorth-
west-wallowa-whitman-la-
grande@usda.gov, or hard 
copies can be mailed to Bill 
Gamble, District Ranger, 
La Grande Ranger Dis-
trict, 3502 Highway 30, La 
Grande 97850.

People who have con-
cerns about the plan must 
submit their comments by 
March 16 if they want their 
comments to be taken into 
consideration for possible 
revisions to the current draft 
of the plan. A revised draft 
of the plan will be released 
later by the Forest Service, 
after which people will have 
30 days to submit written 
comments.

The current draft of the 
propose Sheep Creek Veg-
etation Management Proj-
ect is available for review at 
La Grande Ranger District 
office, 3502 Highway 30, La 
Grande.

Project would restore Sheep Creek forests to historic composition

Photo contributed by the U.S. Forest Service

Large ponderosa pine trees once dominated the lower mountain zone in the Sheep Creek 

area near Starkey. U.S. Forest Service’s La Grande Ranger District is proposing a project to 

restore ponderosa pine and western larch to the 30,000-acre Sheep Creek area. The trees are 

more fire and drought resistant than the tree species that have taken over the area.

BRIEFLY

By MEERAH POWELL 
Oregon Public Broadcasting

PORTLAND — An 
Oregon business coalition 
filed a legal challenge Fri-
day against a proposed bal-
lot measure from Metro — 
the regional government for 
Multnomah, Clackamas and 
Washington counties.

The proposed measure 
would ask voters in May to 
approve a personal and busi-
ness tax slated to raise about 
$250 million for homeless 
services.

In its challenge, filed in 
Multnomah County Circuit 
Court, the coalition states 
Metro’s proposed ballot 
measure is too vague and 
parts of it are undefined and 
inaccurate.

The coalition, called the 
Alliance for an Affordable 
Metro, represents “Oregon’s 
leading job creators across 
the state who recognize the 
value the metro area plays 

statewide,” according to the 
group.

“Unfortunately, the 
downtown Portland busi-
ness interests at the negoti-
ating table didn’t consider 
the cumulative impact of 
the exponentially growing 
number of state and local 
taxes that are borne by 
everyday Oregonians and 
business owners,” Joe Gil-
liam, president of the NW 
Grocery Association and 
one of the petitioners in the 
legal challenge, said in a 
statement. “This measure 
will increase the costs of 
basic needs, including gro-
ceries, housing and utility 
bills.”

Another petitioner, 
Shaun Jillions, who leads a 
manufacturing trade asso-
ciation, echoed Gilliam in a 
written statement: “We can-
not consider these new per-
sonal and business taxes in a 
vacuum. Any new tax must 
be considered based on the 

cumulative effect of taxa-
tion on the same dollar.”

If passed, the region’s 
wealthiest residents — indi-
viduals earning more than 
$125,000 annually and cou-
ples earning more than 
$200,000 — would have a 
1% marginal income tax.

There would also be an 
additional 1% business tax 
on the profits of business 
with gross receipts of more 
than $5 million.

HereTogether Oregon, 
a coalition of advocates, 
elected officials, business 
leaders and service provid-
ers, first brought the mea-
sure to the Metro Council in 
January, asking it to respond 
to the homeless crisis.

“This is neither the work 
of a meaningful coalition 
nor a metro-based organi-
zation,” HereTogether cam-
paign manager Angela Mar-
tin said in a statement of the 
Alliance for an Affordable 
Metro’s challenge.

Business group challenges Metro’s 
$250 million homeless services plan


