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Union County dog breeder wins at Westminster

Donna Locke’s
Belgian Tervurens
earns merit award

By SABRINA THOMSON
EO Media Group

UNION — Donna Locke of
Union readied Feb. 9 to watch the
144th  Westminster Kennel Club
Dog Show, the most prestigious dog
show in the nation.

After all, she bred Jack and his
litter mate Teller, 5-year-old Bel-
gian Tervurens who took the stage
in New York City to compete in the
annual event.

“It’s been a dream of mine since
I was an 8-year-old showing in
4-H to have my dog able to go and
show,” she said.

Since returning to Union County
3% years ago, Locke has not been
able to show dogs as much as she
would like. However, a good friend
from Colorado, Andrea Wojciech-
owski, has helped Locke with
showcasing her dogs there.

“Jack and Teller had a very suc-
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Jack, a 5-year-old Belgian Tervurens, won an “Award of Merit” at this year’s Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show.
Jack lives in Union with his breeder Donna Locke. Jack’s litter mate, Teller, also competed Feb. 9 at the big show

my dog seen and see other dogs
that will help preserve this breed of
dog,” Locke said.

Jack, who lives with Locke, won
a merit award at Westminster.

“It brought tears to my eyes,” she
said. “I was just so proud of him.”

The merit award is the kind of
recognition dog breeders dreams
of, she said, and puts Locke on a list
of trusted breeders with the Ameri-
can Kennel Club.

“It’s just such a great honor,” she
said. “It was just as exciting to see
him win, even though I couldn’t be
there. It is a huge compliment and
such an accomplishment that Jack
was able to compete with a larger
group of top dogs.”

Putting dogs in a show can be
beneficial and rewarding to the
dog and the breeder, Locke said,
because it helps develop a strong
bond between the two.

“With a dog you are training and
showing, you establish a close rela-
tionship with them,” Locke said.
“You work so closely with them
you form a partnership.”

Having a kennel club in the area
would be of benefit according to

cessful late summer and fall show
season,” Locke said, “and they
earned the recognition to compete
at the Westminster show.”

Locke was eager to see Jack and
Teller in action from her home, and
signed up for a free trial to watch
the show live. The trial, however,
lasted a mere hour.

“About 45 minutes before the
dogs were on the show, I ran out of
time,” she said.

in New York City.

And her internet was down due
to flooding in early February, so she
scrambled to find a way to see the
show and her dogs, and found suc-
cess on her smartphone.

“I saw it in real time,” Locke
said. “That was pretty neat.”

Locke grew up in La Grande
and has enjoyed working with
animals since she was a child in

4-H. That passion developed into
a desire to show and breed dogs
when she moved to Colorado after
graduating from Eastern Oregon
University.

“I typically lose money when
breeding,” Locke said. “I am not
doing it for the love of money, but
for the love of dogs.”

Locke said she shows dogs

because she wants to help in the
preservation of the Belgian Tervu-
rens, a sheep herding dog that often
is adaptable to training for specific
tasks. All but one of the five litters
Locke has bred have been Belgian
Tervurens, and three dogs from
these litters have gone on to be ser-
vice dogs.

“My goal in showing is to get

Locke. Not only would it provide
more opportunities for shows, but it
can help develop stronger relation-
ships with owners and breeders in
the area. And having a kennel club
could also mean additional training
classes for dogs, which can increase
bonding opportunities between
owners and their pet.

Observer editor Phil Wright
contributed to this article.
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WALLA WALLA, Wash. — A Walla
Walla nursing assistant is being investi-
gated for misconduct after he allegedly
sexually assaulted a patient receiving
home care.

Josimar Nateras was charged in Feb-
ruary by the state Department of Heath
with unprofessional and sexual miscon-
duct for the alleged sexual assault on May
12, 2019.

Nateras allegedly was working with
disabled people receiving residential ser-
vices in Walla Walla when he reportedly
assaulted a patient at their home. The
patient’s identity wasn’t disclosed, per

license on April 11, 2018, records stated,
and it was active while charges were
pending.

Law enforcement personnel are inves-
tigating the allegations, according to
DOH records.

The Walla Walla police have an open
investigation for the same date on a per-
son named Josimar Nateras-Mendoza,
according to Sgt. Eric Knudson. He said
he couldn’t release further information
due to the active investigation.

No further information was provided,
and the Walla Walla County Prosecut-
ing Attorney’s office did not respond to
requests for information.

— Walla Walla Union-Bulletin
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