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Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.
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Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

TODAY

60° 43°

63° 45°

Breezy in the a.m.; 

partly sunny

WEDNESDAY

Breezy in the 

morning; cloudy

56° 34°

61° 31°

THURSDAY

Cloudy

60° 38°

61° 39°

FRIDAY

Rain and drizzle in 

the p.m.

54° 35°

58° 38°

SATURDAY

48° 27°

54° 28°

Clouds and sun, a 

shower; chilly

Full Last New First

Mar 9 Mar 16 Mar 24 Apr 1

Boardman WSW 10-20 WSW 8-16
Pendleton WSW 10-20 W 8-16

WINDS (in mph)

 Today Wed.

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2020

Yesterday’s National Extremes: (for the 48 contiguous states)

High 93° in McAllen, Texas Low -15° in Clayton Lake, Maine
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PENDLETON through 3 p.m. yest.

HERMISTON through 3 p.m. yest.

Yesterday 53°  36°
Normals 51°  32°
Records 69° (1931) 2° (1896)

Yesterday 56°  41°
Normals 53°  31°
Records 73° (1936) 10° (1993)

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date 0.00"
Normal month to date 0.07"
Year to date 4.06"
Last year to date 4.85"
Normal year to date 2.62"

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date 0.00"
Normal month to date 0.07"
Year to date 0.36"
Last year to date 3.39"
Normal year to date 2.34"

Sunrise today   6:30 a.m.
Sunset tonight   5:45 p.m.
Moonrise today   11:07 a.m.
Moonset today   2:02 a.m.
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Walla Walla University 
cutting faculty, staff positions

COLLEGE PLACE, Wash. — Walla 
Walla University officials have announced 
they will reduce the school’s workforce.

Faculty and staff positions will go 
unfilled or be cut in response to the univer-
sity’s financial situation, said spokesman 
Aaron Nakamura on Friday.

That means four full-time positions 
will be eliminated by June 30. Employ-
ees affected will be notified by March 12. 
Eleven more such positions will not be filled 
as employees resign and retire, Nakamura 
said in a release.

WWU has 1,864 students enrolled 
across five campuses in the Pacific North-
west. The system employs 309 people in 
more than 287 full-time positions.

The move is necessary despite two suc-
cessive years of record-high freshman class 
enrollment, Nakamura said.

For nearly a decade, the univer-
sity achieved positive revenue surpluses 
through strong tuition revenue and opera-
tional savings. That allowed WWU to build 
reserves and earn a financial rating indicat-
ing the school could weather financial dif-
ficulty, he said.

Missing woman’s belongings 
found in rural Oregon 

PORTLAND — Some items belonging 
to a woman missing since December have 
been found in rural Oregon.

The Washington County Sheriff’s Office 
confirmed Saturday some items belonging 
to Allyson Watterson were found in a rural 
area of the county, but would not spec-
ify what was found or the exact location, 
KOIN-TV reported.

Watterson was last seen in the woods 
near North Plains on December 22, 2019. 
A search and rescue team, along with doz-
ens of volunteers, combed through miles of 
terrain over the course of five days after her 
disappearance. However, when new leads 
ran out, the sheriff’s office suspended their 
search. Her mother, Misty Watterson, con-
tinued to organize private searches.

Idaho would outlaw abortion 
if Roe v. Wade is reversed

BOISE, Idaho — Legislation introduced 
Monday would make abortion a crime in 
Idaho should the U.S. Supreme Court over-
turn Roe v. Wade, the ruling establishing 
abortion rights nationwide.

The Senate State Affairs Committee 
gave the OK for a potential hearing on the 
measure. 

Republican Sen. Todd Lakey said the 
legislation contains exceptions for rape, 
incest and the life of the mother. He also 
said criminal punishment would apply to 
the person performing the abortion, not the 
woman.

A reversal of Roe would mean abortion 
policy would revert to the states, and Lakey 
said the legislation would position Idaho to 
impose a ban.

—EO Media Group and wire services

By LAUREN DAKE
Oregon Public Broadcasting

SALEM — On the first 
day of the 2020 legislative 
session, Sen. President Peter 
Courtney, D-Salem, stood at 
the dais overseeing the Ore-
gon Senate with the help of 
a physical therapist and a 
nearby walker.

Courtney was recovering 
from a staph infection, but 
was determined to be pres-
ent in January for the open-
ing day of the legislative 
session.

On the morning of Feb. 
28, Courtney, the state’s lon-
gest-ever serving president, 
presided over a half-empty 
chamber, one which Senate 
Republicans have boycotted 
now for more than a week.

In classic Courtney fash-
ion, he gave a speech where 
his emotions fluctuated 
from anger to disappoint-
ment to sadness.

He spoke to the impor-
tance of showing up to work.

“I’m here,” Courtney 
told the chamber. “Limping. 
Walker. But here.”

From the start of the 
current legislative session, 
Democrats knew Repub-
licans in the Senate were 
likely to stage another walk-
out to try to kill sweeping 
climate change legislation. 
Last week, they left town. 
And in a surprise move, 
House Republicans joined 

them a day later in fleeing 
the Oregon Capitol.

“I’m getting angrier and 
angrier and angry, because 
I don’t understand human 
beings who leave after the 
first half,” Courtney said, 
his voice increasingly ris-
ing in pitch. “I don’t under-
stand it. To me, you wear 
the uniform — you wear 
the uniform. You may not 
agree with it. … You come 
to work. Who doesn’t go to 
work? I don’t understand it.”

The two sides now appear 
to be at a complete impasse: 
Republicans want the cap-
and-trade bill referred to the 
voters; Democrats want it 
passed in the Legislature.

At this point of a legis-
lative session, lawmakers 
would normally be final-
izing state budgets and a 

flurry of activity would pre-
cede the final stretch leading 
to adjournment.

Instead, mornings in the 
Capitol have a new ritual.

The presiding officers — 
both Courtney and House 
Speaker Tina Kotek — 
speak to the bills that will 
perish if Republicans don’t 
return to Salem.

“I’m just going to get 
really angry here,” Court-
ney said, reading the title of 
a bill addressing out-of-state 
placements for youth in fos-
ter care, “Oregon children 
and youth. … I’m gonna 
tell ya, I never was a fos-
ter child. I can’t even imag-
ine what it’s like and when 
you’re out-of-state all alone. 
… I’m going to tell you this 
session should never end 
without us seriously making 

a run at that.”
And instead of passing 

legislation, lawmakers are 
strategizing how to con-
vince Republicans to return.

House Democrats plan to 
issue subpoenas to require 
absent Republicans’ atten-
dance in the Capitol. The 
subpoenas would theoreti-
cally require lawmakers to 
appear before a House Rules 
Committee on March 5, but 
it’s unclear whether they 
will compel Republicans to 
return. They have hired a 
process server company to 
help deliver the subpoenas.

Rep. Paul Holvey, D-Eu-
gene, said the Republicans’ 
latest decision to walk out 
“cannot be the new normal.”

Senate Republicans fled 
the Capitol twice in the pre-
vious legislative session, 
derailing the cap-and-trade 
bill that has once again 
prompted their exodus.

House Republican 
Leader Christine Drazan 
blasted the Democrats’ lat-
est move, calling it a strong-
arm tactic. But it’s not a new 
strategy.

In 2001, the Democrats 
were in the minority and 
fled the Capitol over a redis-
tricting dispute. Republi-
cans tried to bring them 
back by hiring private pro-
cess servers to deliver a 
summons compelling them 
to the Capitol. 

GOP walkout forces new routines
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Seats in the Oregon House of Representatives remain va-

cant during a Republican boycott of the legislative session.
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Walla Walla University announced on Friday it will cut faculty and staff positions as a result 

of the school’s financial situation.

By SAMANTHA 
SWINDLER

The Oregonian

PORTLAND — The 
Portland woman who was 
fired from her job with 
U.S. Bank after a Christ-
mas Eve act of kindness 
has been hired by a credit 
union that created a job 
especially for her.

Emily James will be 
joining Community First 
Credit Union in Santa 
Rosa, California, as a 
training supervisor.

“It was exactly what I 
wanted,” James said. “I 
want to be training, men-
toring and helping others. 
I’ll be training new hires 
as well as doing follow-up 
training.”

The head of human 
resources for Community 
First Credit Union was 
among the dozens of hir-
ing managers who reached 
out to The Oregonian after 
James’ story ran, wanting 
to reach her.

James, who worked as 
a senior banker at a U.S. 
Bank call center in Port-
land, was fired on Dec. 
31, 2019, for what she 
was told was an “unau-
thorized interaction with 

a customer.” Unable to 
get a hold that U.S. Bank 
had placed on a custom-
er’s paycheck released 
on Christmas Eve, James 
received permission from 
her supervisor to drive to 
the gas station where the 
customer was stranded 
and give him $20 in cash. 

James and her supervi-
sor, Abigail Gilbert, were 
fired over the incident.

The story triggered 
outrage from across the 
country for weeks. 

But it wasn’t until New 
York Times columnist 
Nicholas Kristof wrote 
about the firings that U.S. 
Bank CEO Andy Cecere 
called both James and 
Gilbert, offering them 
their jobs back. Gilbert 
accepted, but James did 
not.

Community First 
Credit Union flew James 
to Sonoma County, Cali-
fornia, to interview, and 
James said the not-for-
profit financial coopera-
tive felt like a good fit.

James will be moving 
to Santa Rosa, in Califor-
nia’s wine country, for her 
new position, along with 
her dogs, HarleyQuinn 
and Domino.

Good Samaritan fired 
from U.S. Bank gets 
job with credit union


