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Familiar architects selected for Umatilla County Jail renovation

By ALEX CASTLE
East Oregonian

PENDLETON The
Umatilla County Jail renova-
tion project has its architect,
and it’s a familixar face.

Last week, the Umatilla
County Board of Commis-
sioners authorized notifying
Lombard Conrad Architects,
the same company that origi-
nally designed the jail that was
completed in 1999, of their
intent to award them a contract
to design the jail’s renovation.

The project, which was
allocated $1.6 million in cap-
ital construction funds by the
2019 Oregon Legislature, is
aiming to better accommo-
date inmates facing medical
issues, drug addiction or men-
tal illness.

“Our team is supported
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To see a floor plan for the
Umatilla County Jail ren-
ovation project, log on to
eastoregonian.com.

by many of the original plan-
ners, architects, and engineers
that assisted the county in the
jail’s original development,”
the company’s proposal cover
letter said. “Adding to these
talented professionals, we are
providing expertise in behav-
ioral health design to compre-
hensively address the needs of
the specialized environment.”
The commissioners’ autho-
rization clears the way for
negotiations to take place
between the county and the
company on the total costs of

the contract. Earlier in Feb-
ruary, the county approved
a $150,000 project manage-
ment contract with Pendleton’s
Wenaha Group to oversee the
jail renovation.

DLR Group submitted
the only other proposal for
the project, and a selection
committee from the Uma-
tilla County Sheriff’s Office
worked alongside the Wen-
aha Group to evaluate the
submissions.

Aside from already being
familiar with the facility from
working on the initial jail con-
struction, Lombard Conrad
Architects also provided some
preliminary renderings of their
concept and took the county
up on an invite to visit the jail
in person. DLR Group didn’t
respond to the invitation, and
ultimately the committee’s

decision was unanimous.

“As this project was ini-
tially being discussed, the
sheriff and his staff reached
out to various groups to see
what kind of advice and what
kind of input they could get,”
Commissioner George Mur-
dock said last week prior to
the decision. “This group was
Johnny-on-the-spot coming to
do whatever they needed in
terms of advice or counsel.”

In its early years, the jail’s
average daily population was
just 135 inmates. Today, the
jail can hold up to 230 inmates
but can often have its capacity
limited in order to accommo-
date prisoners with additional
needs.

“Predominantly what we
needed was more opportuni-
ties for single-cell lodging, so
there’s a higher level of pro-

tection for that population,”
Umatilla County Sheriff Terry
Rowan said on Thursday.

According to the project
concept plan submitted with
the company’s proposal, the
project will include reconfig-
uring the current floor plan
to add three new detox cells,
two new medical cells, three
new holding cells — including
one to accommodate inmates
entering the facility in a trans-
port situation — and other
upgrades to the jail’s prebook-
ing and intake area.

“Infrastructure to support
the new layout will need to be
expanded and updated,” the
proposal also said.

Lombard Conrad Archi-
tects is based in Boise, Idaho,
and has worked on proj-
ects throughout Washing-
ton, Idaho, Nevada and Ore-

gon. According to its proposal,
public sector projects are 75%
of its workload, with nearly
50% of those being “justice
related.”

The company’s most recent
example project provided in
its proposal was an expan-
sion project for the Kootenai
County Jail in Idaho that was
completed in 2018 and added
236 beds to its facility.

Rowan said he doesn’t have
an updated timeline on the
project’s next steps but there
is a meeting planned with
the Wenaha Group next Fri-
day. Though the $1.6 million
in state funding has already
been appropriated for the proj-
ect, those funds are provided
through the state selling its
lottery bonds at the best rate
and may not be released to the
county until 2021.

Tugboat recovery on Columbia River
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Staff photo by Ben Lonergan

Representatives from various environmental agencies watch as the Tug Nova, a 38-foot tug-
boat owned by HME Construction, is raised from the Columbia River 10 miles north of Uma-

tilla on Thursday afternoon.

CTUIR voters pass constitutional
amendment for candidate residency

By ANTONIO SIERRA
East Oregonian

MISSION — Following
years of contention, the vot-
ers of the Confederated Tribes
of the Umatilla Indian Reser-
vation settled a long-running
dispute over candidate resi-
dency themselves by amend-
ing the tribal constitution.

According to a CTUIR
press release, tribal mem-
bers voted Wednesday to
clarify that the boundaries
established by the Treaty of
1855 and not the present-day,
“diminished” boundaries
should be used to determine
candidate eligibility for the
Board of Trustees and Gen-
eral Council offices. Out of
the 422 voters who submitted
ballots, more than two-thirds
supported the amendment.

Under the tribes’ gov-
ernmental  structure, the
nine-member Board of Trust-
ees governs tribal affairs and
is selected by the General
Council, a body consisting
of all adult members of the
CTUIR, and also maintains
its own set of officers.

In 2017, Sally Kosey was
elected to an at-large seat on
the board, but her Pendleton
residency earned her scrutiny
from some of the other board
members.

Kosey argued that she lived
on the reservation as defined
by treaty, but the Board of
Trustees still voted to declare
her seat vacant in 2019, effec-
tively forcing her from office.

Kosey sued the board
members in Umatilla Tribal
Court, where a judge ordered
her temporary reinstatement

onto the Board of Trustees.
Both sides eventually reached
a settlement that allowed
Kosey to stay in her seat
through the 2019 election.

Meanwhile, the Gen-
eral Council voted to make a
long-term fix to the residency
requirements by referring a
constitutional amendment to
the ballot.

Kosey would go on to win
a new term as the board sec-
retary, and all the board mem-
bers who voted to vacate her
seat were defeated in their
own elections.

According to the press
release, the tribes expect the
amendment to be definitive.

“This issue has been
debated for over two years
within the tribal community
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Athena still under
boil water notice

ATHENA — The city
of Athena remains under a
boil water notice pending the
result of water quality tests
that are expected to come in
Friday morning.

The city first issued a
warning the night of Feb.
20 after preliminary tests
showed signs of potentially
harmful bacteria in the
water. A full test confirmed
the water was contaminated
with coliform bacteria the
morning of Friday, Feb. 21
but showed no signs of E.
coli.

Athena Public Works
quickly flushed and chlo-
rinated the city’s sys-
tem, and according to City
Recorder Nancy Parker,
the city attempted to test
the water Wednesday but a
lab error made the results
indeterminate.

“Part of our problem is
we don’t chlorinate our water
because our water here is
clean enough without it,”
Parker said. “When we flush
the system, that means we
have to wait for all the chlo-
rine to leave the water before
testing it.”

Coliform bacteria are
organisms that are present in
the environment and in the
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feces of all warm-blooded
animals and humans, an
announcement from the
city said, and are not likely
to cause an illness directly.
Instead, the presence of
coliform bacteria indicates
the possibility of other dis-
ease-carrying  organisms
being in the water system.
“If disease-causing bac-
teria are present, the most
common symptoms are gas-
trointestinal upset and gen-
eral flu-like symptoms, such
as fever, abdominal cramps
and diarrhea,” the announce-
ment said. “Symptoms are
most likely in children or
elderly household members.”

U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation to
test McKay Creek

PENDLETON — With
gravel removal complete on
the bed of McKay Creek, the
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
will begin testing the creek
with higher flows.

According to a press
release, the bureau will
increase the flow out of the
McKay Dam to 200 cubic
feet per second on March
9. That flow will gradually
increase to an undetermined
amount on March 10 before
steadily decreasing to mini-
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mum flows on March 11.

City Manager Robb Cor-
bett said the city would work
with the bureau and the
Lower McKay Creek Water
Control District to figure
out how much water can
be released during the test
without threatening prop-
erty in the area.

At 75% capacity, the
bureau states that the
McKay Dam is operating as
expected and is safe.

“We  appreciate  the
opportunity to further our
work with local partners
through this exercise,” Uma-
tilla Field Office Manager
Sean Kimbrel said in a state-
ment. “In partnership with
the National Weather Ser-
vice, we will continue to
monitor the spring weather
conditions that inform res-
ervoir operations at McKay
Dam and will further the
history of collaboration with
the City of Pendleton and
Umatilla County.”

Heavy rains last April led
to increased flows from the
dam, which overwhelmed
McKay Creek and flooded
several homes in the area.
The city of Pendleton has
been working the past few
weeks to remove gravel and
sediment from the creek bed
to help prevent future floods.
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