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Demographics drive GOP nosedive on West Coast

For the first time in recent memory,
registered Democrats in Deschutes
County eclipse number of Republicans

By ANDREW SELSKY
Associated Press

BEND — In the early
1990s, the population of
Bend was around 25,000
and leaned Republican. A
lumber mill operated along
the banks of the Deschutes
River in Oregon’s high-des-
ert country.

Today, the lumber mill
is an REI outdoor recre-
ation store. The population
has quadrupled. And for the
first time in memory, the
number of registered Dem-
ocrats in Deschutes County
recently eclipsed the number
of Republicans.

The transformation shows
how demographic shifts and
the GOP’s tack further to the
right are helping push the
party into a nosedive along
the West Coast.

The last Republican pres-
idential candidate that Cali-
fornia went for was George
H.W. Bush. For both Oregon
and Washington, it was Ron-
ald Reagan. Now, Republi-
cans are struggling to hold
seatsin Congress, statehouses
and city councils up and

down the coast.

California, Washington
and Oregon will hold their
presidential primaries on
March 3, March 10 and May
19 respectively, and which
Democratic candidates they
favor will become clear.
But this much is certain: In
November, none of the three
states is apt to go for Presi-
dent Donald Trump, and
there is little hope Repub-
licans will claw back much
ground in other contests.

Political  districts have
flipped in population centers,
from San Diego in the south
to Seattle in the north.

“There is no way out,”
Chris Vance, a former Wash-
ington state Republican Party
chairman and legislator, said
in a telephone interview.

In San Diego, by the
U.S.-Mexico border, each
of the nine city council dis-
tricts now has more regis-
tered Democrats than regis-
tered Republicans, including
one that until recently leaned
strongly Republican.

In 1980, Orange County,
near Los Angeles, was 80%
white and a GOP stronghold.

Today, Orange County is
mostly Hispanic and Asian,
with many displeased by
Republicans’ hard stance on
immigration. In 2018, vot-
ers there dealt a stunning
defeat to a two-term GOP
congresswoman.

The California GOP
wound up losing six other
U.S. House seats that year,
leading a former Republican
leader in the state to declare:
“The California Republican
Party isn’t salvageable at this
time.”

Democrats also hold the
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The population in Bend went from around 25,000 in the early
1990s and leaned Republican to roughly 100,000 and, for the
first time in memory, the number of registered Democrats in
Deschutes County recently eclipsed the number of Republi-
cans.

California governor’s office,
both U.S. Senate seats and
almost complete control of
the Legislature.

In Seattle, tens of thou-
sands of tech employees
have flooded into the city
and its suburbs, hired by
Amazon, Microsoft, Goo-
gle and Facebook. The influx
of highly educated workers
over the past decade helped
fuel a population boom
that made many communi-
ties much more diverse and
affluent, and turned them
away from the GOP and

toward Democrats.

The result: The GOP has
lost all the statehouse seats it
once held in Seattle’s eastern
suburbs.

Vance blames the area’s
exodus of college-educated
white voters, particularly
women, from the GOP on
the party’s turn toward more
fundamentalist values under
Trump. Vance himself aban-
doned the party in 2017 after
an unsuccessful run for the
U.S. Senate as the Republi-
can candidate.

“This was the party of
nerdy, wonky, tweedy capi-
talists who cared about eco-
nomic growth. Now it is the
party of populists: alt-right,
let’s keep the immigrants
out, truck- and rifle-pop-
ulists,” Vance said. “That
works in Mississippi and
Arkansas and stuff, but it
does not work in the Seattle
area.”

Washington Gov. Jay Ins-
lee, among a line of Demo-
cratic governors dating back
to 1985, faces no significant
GOP challenge as he secks
a third term in November.
Both of Washington’s U.S.
senators are Democrats, and
seven of its 10 U.S. House
members belong to the party.
Democrats hope to expand
their majorities in the Leg-
islature, where they hold

a 28-21 edge in the Senate
and a 57-41 advantage in the
House.

And Democrats in Ore-
gon — who already hold the
governorship, both U.S. Sen-
ate seats and four of five U.S.
House seats — wield super-
majorities in the Legislature,
and are gunning for more
seats.

One of them is the House
seat representing Bend, cur-
rently held by moderate
Republican Rep. Cheri Helt.
Challenging her is Deschutes
County Deputy District
Attorney Jason Kropf, whose
treasurer is a veteran politi-
cal fundraiser.

After the demise of
the timber industry, Bend
became a mecca for outdoor
enthusiasts and beer lovers.
The town of roughly 100,000
is arrayed along a scenic
river and below the Cascade
Range, with one of the high-
est number of breweries per
capita in America.

“Bend is full of beautiful,
very fit, beer-swilling jocks,”
said James Foster, professor
emeritus of political science
at Oregon State Universi-
ty-Cascades in Bend.

The  shifting  demo-
graphic has made Bend, and
Deschutes County, “much
more moderate” than in the
past, he said.
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Gov. Inslee takes tour of Walla
Walla County flood areas

By CHLOE LEVALLEY
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin

WALLA WALLA, Wash.
— Gov. Jay Inslee toured
Mill Creek with Walla Walla
County officials on Tues-
day in an effort to obtain fed-
eral assistance to fix roads,
bridges and support struc-
tures along the waterway
after heavy flooding hit the
region earlier this month.

“To see the destruction up
and down the creek was really
devastating, and we are here
to help,” Inslee said during a
media tour on 7 Mile Road,
where he was briefed on the
$4.3 million damage to a

bridge.
Walla Walla  County
recently  submitted dam-

age assessments to the Fed-
eral Emergency Management
Agency’s Public Assistance
program, totaling $8.7 million
of lost infrastructure.

In that total the city of
Walla Walla Public Util-
ities’ portion of $2.3 mil-

lion is being removed and
transferred over to Umatilla
County, due to the drinking
water’s transmission infra-
structure in Oregon.

Walla Walla County Pub-
lic Works Director Tony Gar-
cia said his department’s
emergency reserve fund is
$2 million, and without out-
side assistance it won’t have
enough money to pay for
damages.

He said in addition to
applying for FEMA funding,
the county also applied for
Federal Highway Adminis-
tration Emergency Relief and
Public Law 8449 funding, all
together totaling $10 million.

The Individual Assistance
program numbers submitted
to the FEMA were well over
$3 million for both personal
structural damage and loss of
personal belongings, accord-
ing to Walla Walla Emer-
gency Management Director
Liz Jessee.

Gov. Inslee met up Mill
Creek in the Kooskooskie

area with county commis-
sioners Greg Tompkins and
Todd Kimball, Garcia, Jessee
and resident Dave Knight, to
talk about the critical damage
sustained in the area.

“I'm glad you have a good
community response,” Ins-
lee said. “I’ve talked to your
county commissioners. They
have a robust plan to assess
this.”

Inslee said emergency
response officials are work-
ing with counties to assess
damage across the state.
Other communities, partic-
ularly west of the Cascades,
were also severely affected
by the early February rain and
floods.

“In order to obtain fed-
eral assistance, we have to
be able to document a certain
amount of damage, and that is
what the teams are doing right
now,” Inslee said.

To get federal funding,
public infrastructure loss
across the state has to hit
about $10.5 million, he said.

$250 million homelessness tax
measure on Portland-area

May ballot

PORTLAND — The regional govern-
ment that oversees three counties in the
Portland metropolitan area has voted to
refer a ballot measure to voters this May that
would raise $250 million a year to address
chronic homelessness in the region.

The government entity, Metro, voted
unanimously on Tuesday to refer two taxes
to voters in Multnomah, Clackamas and
Washington counties, Oregon Public Broad-
casting reported Wednesday. The money
would be earmarked for supportive services
that target the reasons people can become
homeless. Those services would include
case management, rent assistance, addiction
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and employment support.
“Failure on this is not an option,” said

Metro Council President Lynn Peterson.
“We’ve waited too long, and it is now time
to pay for the services that have proven to be

and recovery services, mental health care,

effective in addressing the cause of chronic
homelessness.”

Metro will ask voters to approve two new
taxes May 19.

The first would be a 1% marginal income
tax for the wealthiest residents — individ-
uals earning more than $125,000 annually
or couples making more than $200,000.
That tax would generate $169 million a year,
according to Andy Shaw, director of gov-
ernment affairs for Metro.

The second tax would be a 1% business
tax on the profits of mid and large-sized
businesses, those with gross receipts of
more than $5 million dollars.

— Associated Press

CLARIFICATION: In the Al story “Helping hands,” published Tuesday, Feb. 25, it
incorrectly said how Carol Hall’s home was flooded with water. The water damage was
caused by a surge of groundwater that flooded through a well head.

CORRECTIONS: The East Oregonian works hard to be accurate and sincerely
regrets any errors. If you notice a mistake in the paper, please call 541-966-0818.
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