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Oregon hemp growers get a reality

By GEORGE PLAVEN
Capital Press

MT. ANGEL — Hemp
may be the new “big crop”
in Oregon, but Tim Shaugh-
nessy warns it does not
come without risks.

Shaughnessy is the man-
aging owner of FSOil, part
of Iverson Family Farms in
Woodburn. The farm began
growing hemp in 2016, and
started FSOIl to extract can-
nabidiol — or CBD — from
the plants. CBD is com-
monly used to treat various
ailments, including pain,
anxiety, seizures and mus-
cle spasms.

Since the 2018 Farm Bill
legalized hemp at the fed-
eral level, the number of
licensed growers and pro-
cessors like FSOil has sky-
rocketed in Oregon. In 2015,
there were 13 combined
hemp growers and han-
dlers, according to the state
Department of Agriculture.
Last year, that number had
ballooned to 1,961 growers
and 597 handlers.

Some industry experts
predict CBD sales in the
U.S. could reach $20 billion
by 2024, though Shaugh-
nessy said it remains a per-
ilous market for hemp grow-
ers. He joined a panel of
speakers to discuss hemp
and other trends in agricul-
ture as part of the annual

SEDCOR Ag Breakfast in
Mt. Angel.

The biggest challenge,
Shaughnessy said, is finding
a buyer for the product after
harvest.

“Everyone thinks they’re
going to get rich in this,
and that’s just not the case,”
Shaughnessy said.

FSOil contracts to sell
CBD oil to Charlotte’s Web,
a company in Colorado. The
farm also produces its own
line of CBD-infused retail

products, such as oils and
creams, under the brand
name Red Barn Hemp.
Hemp is a close relative
of marijuana, though it con-
tains just a fraction of tetra-
hydrocannabinol, or THC,
the main psychoactive com-
pound that gets users high.
The USDA announced its
interim hemp production
rules late last year, intended
to give growers clarity on
testing  protocols  while
opening access to programs,
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Gary Neuschwander, right, trade development manager for the Oregon Department of Ag-
riculture, discussed upcoming trends for farmers during the annual SEDCOR Ag Breakfast
on Feb. 19 in Mt. Angel. He was part of a panel that also included Sunny Summers, cannabis
policy coordinator for ODA, and Tim Shaughnessy, managing owner of FSOil in Woodburn.

such as crop insurance and
farm loans.

Yet, Shaughnessy said
there is still uncertainty
about banking, interstate
commerce and “hot” fields,
where hemp tests higher
than the 0.3% THC limit.
He also cautioned growers
about signing processing
contracts with potentially
bad actors.

“There are a number of
people who may offer you
a contract to grow, and then

SEDCOR AG
BREAKFAST

A second Ag Breakfast
will be at 7:30 a.m. Feb.
27 at the Chemeketa
Community College Eola
Campus in West Salem.
For information, contact
Jenni Kistler at events@
sedcor.com or 503-588-
6225 or go to https://bit.
ly/2RjmHkL

may not honor that contract
after you’ve harvested it,”
Shaughnessy said.

Sunny Summers, canna-
bis policy coordinator for
the Oregon Department of
Agriculture, said regulators
have their hands full trying
to manage the state’s hemp
program. So far in 2020,
Summers said the depart-
ment has received three
times the number of applica-
tions as this time last year.
ODA is seeking funding
from the Oregon Legislature
for six new positions to han-
dle the increased workload.

Summers said ODA has
also submitted comments
about the USDA produc-
tion rules in search of more
flexibility. In particular, she
said a provision that would
require all hemp testing be
done solely at labs registered
by the U.S. Drug Enforce-

check

ment Administration could
cause major problems.

“We currently have zero
labs in Oregon with a DEA
license,” Summers said.
“Right there, we’re going
to kill the industry if we
can’t get some movement or
change.”

Finally, Summers said
the department is working
across multiple agencies to
ensure hemp growers are
complying with regulations.

ODA has funded an
assistant watermaster at the
Oregon Water Resources
Department to investigate
water rights complaints in
Southern Oregon, Summers
said. Staff is also working
with local law enforcement
to help officers distinguish
between hemp and mari-
juana transported across
state lines.

“It looks like a duck. It
quacks like a duck. (But)
it might not be a duck any-
more,” she said.

The Strategic Economic
Development Corp., bet-
ter known as SEDCOR, is
a nonprofit economic devel-
opment organization serv-
ing Marion, Polk and Yam-
hill counties. It hosts the
Ag Breakfast to highlight
trends in agriculture, which
employs roughly 15,000
people in the three counties
— more than 9% of local
private sector jobs.

Redmond Airport gets $3 million grant

By SUZANNE ROIG
EO Media Group

BEND — The Redmond
Airport has garnered a $3.1
million grant from the U.S.
Department of Transporta-
tion to build a snow equip-
ment building.

Construction — of  the
42,000-square-foot structure
began late last year and is
expected to be completed just
in time for the next winter
season, said Zachary Bass,
Redmond Airport director.

“We now have to store
equipment in three or four
different locations,” Bass

said. “It’s not consolidated.
This building will make
operations for inclement
weather a lot more efficient.”

It’s all part of the air-
port’s planned expansion
that includes 500 more park-
ing spaces and a car rental
maintenance facility, accord-
ing to a statement on the air-
port’s website. Over the next
five years, the airport wants
to rehabilitate its taxiway
and a $40 million terminal
expansion.

The Central Oregon air-
port had 1 million passen-
gers in 2019, a 100% growth
rate over the past five years,

and it is expected to continue
to grow with the addition
of Alaska Airlines’ direct
flights to San Diego, Los
Angeles and San Francisco,
Bass said.

Redmond is the fourth
busiest airport in the state
and is in position to sur-
pass FEugene in passen-
gers, according to airport
authorities.

The Federal Aviation
Administration grant is part
of the $520.5 million being
invested in America’s air-
ports by the FAA. Of that,
$6.2 million was given to
three Oregon airports.

Two men arrested in

2009 murder

BRIEFLY

Couple sentenced for murder

of Eugene college student

PORTLAND — Nearly 11 years after
two people broke into a Clackamas County
apartment and killed Joseph Patrick Haley,
police have arrested two men.

Clackamas County Sheriff’s detectives
said Thursday that they arrested Kevin
Schwartz, 34, and George Robins, 38.

Schwartz was arrested Wednesday
in Gresham and has been charged with
first-degree murder, The Oregonian/Ore-
gonLive reported. Robins was arrested in
Portland and faces second-degree murder
charges.

An indictment says they were trying to
rob Haley when they shot him.

According to the sheriff’s office, the
two men broke into Haley’s unit at the Wil-
low Creek Apartments in unincorporated
Clackamas County on March 20, 2009.
Haley and two roommates were inside at
the time.

The roommates told deputies that the
men knocked, and then barged their way in.
Seconds later, the roommates said, the men
shot Haley and fled. Haley, who was 28 at
the time, died at the scene.

The Clackamas County Sheriff’s Office
said in 2018 they received new informa-
tion that led them to suspect Robins and
Schwartz in the killing. The case went to a
grand jury, and Schwartz and Robins were
indicted.

Both men are being held without bail
in the Clackamas County Jail. Neither has
entered a plea, and a hearing for the two is
scheduled for March.

EUGENE — A Portland couple con-
victed of killing a 21-year-old Lane Com-
munity College student last year in a case
of mistaken identity was sentenced Thurs-
day in Lane County Circuit Court.

Regis Kindred, 30, who pleaded guilty
last week to second-degree murder, was sen-
tenced to life in prison with the possibility
of parole in 25 years, The Register-Guard
reported. Kailee Von Foster, 29, was sen-
tenced to over six years. She pleaded guilty
to second-degree manslaughter, acknowl-
edging her role as the getaway driver in the
May 4 murder of Alex Gradin.

Both defendants asked Gradin’s family
for forgiveness.

Family members and friends of Gradin
offered messages of forgiveness, but the
statements were interwoven with palpable
grief.

Kindred, a member of the Rollin 60s
gang, believed Gradin was a member of
rival Hoover Gang when he saw Gradin
crossing the University of Oregon parking
lot behind Taylor’s Bar and Grill, where the
shooting happened. The couple had been
driving around looking for a Hoover gang
member after leaving a strip club earlier
that morning, prosecutors said.

Gradin was walking across the park-
ing lot with friends and prosecutors say
Kindred fired two shots. Von Foster then
drove away.

The couple was arrested months later in
Portland.

— Associated Press
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