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Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.
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Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

TODAY

49° 26°

50° 24°

Mostly sunny

FRIDAY

Mostly sunny

52° 31°

52° 28°

SATURDAY

Intervals of clouds 

and sunshine

54° 34°

56° 35°

SUNDAY

Strong winds 

subsiding; a shower

51° 34°

54° 37°

MONDAY

47° 25°

52° 28°

Windy in the 

morning

New First Full Last

Feb 23 Mar 2 Mar 9 Mar 16

Boardman NE 3-6 ESE 3-6
Pendleton ESE 6-12 WNW 4-8

WINDS (in mph)

 Today Fri.

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2020

Yesterday’s National Extremes: (for the 48 contiguous states)

High 90° in Immokalee, Fla. Low -34° in Stanley, Idaho
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PENDLETON through 3 p.m. yest.

HERMISTON through 3 p.m. yest.

Yesterday 48°  23°
Normals 48°  30°
Records 68° (1930) 8° (2006)

Yesterday 49°  19°
Normals 49°  29°
Records 66° (1995) 9° (1936)

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date 2.01"
Normal month to date 0.78"
Year to date 4.03"
Last year to date 3.71"
Normal year to date 2.16"

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date 0.12"
Normal month to date 0.65"
Year to date 0.36"
Last year to date 2.96"
Normal year to date 1.93"

Sunrise today   6:50 a.m.
Sunset tonight   5:28 p.m.
Moonrise today   5:33 a.m.
Moonset today   2:33 p.m.
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By MATTHEW WEAVER
Capital Press

SALEM — Oregon Gov. 
Kate Brown’s support for 
breaching four Snake River 
dams as a long-term goal has 
sparked a strong rebuke from 
the Pacifi c Northwest Water-
ways Association.

Brown sent a letter to 
Washington Gov. Jay Inslee 
supporting removal of the 
dams, but not until the many 
issues related to it have been 
addressed.

“It’s an important state-
ment that’s been made, and 
thus our concern for the 
incorrect information that’s 
in the letter,” said Kristin 
Meira, executive director of 
the Pacifi c Northwest Water-
ways Association.

The association advocates 
for navigation, energy, trade 
and economic development 
in the region and has argued 
that removing the dams 
would cost farmers and the 
region’s economy $76 mil-
lion a year.

“I believe restoring the 
lower Snake River must be a 
key presumption of our long-
term solution for salmon 
and orca recovery, but much 
must be done before this is 
accomplished in order to 
help minimize and mitigate 
for potential harm to other 
vital sectors,” Brown said in 
her letter. “Among other con-
siderations, this includes an 
affordable, nimble and reli-

able power system that can 
help us to integrate renew-
ables to meet our climate 
goals; continued water sup-
plies for agriculture and 
municipalities; and effi cient 
and affordable ways to get 
commodities to market.”

Brown’s letter restates 
misinformation that’s been 
circulating for several 
years about a supposed link 
between dam breaching and 
orca recovery, Meira said.

The dams are owned 
and operated by the federal 
government.

“This is very concerning 
because it does not appear 

to comport with the latest 
information available from 
NOAA Fisheries, the fed-
eral agency of scientists ded-
icated to the recovery of both 
Chinook salmon and South-
ern Resident killer whales,” 
Meira said.

NOAA says a “whole 
suite” of actions is required 
for recovery of the three orca 
pods, Meira said.

“Extreme measures like 
Snake River dam breach-
ing, which would have tre-
mendous impacts on farming 
communities, (are) not neces-
sary for the recovery of those 
whales,” Meira said.

No single salmon recov-
ery action on a single river 
would bring about recovery 
of the orcas, according to a 
2016 NOAA fact sheet. It will 
require effective manage-
ment of marine traffi c near 
whales and improvements in 
the numbers of their primary 
prey, Chinook salmon.

A recent University of 
Washington study also found 
that 2,600 killer whales off 
the coasts of British Colum-
bia and Alaska decimate 
the population of large Chi-
nook salmon as they migrate 
southward toward Puget 
Sound, where the Southern 

Population spends most of its 
time. The killer whales eat 
only Chinook salmon that is 
longer than 25 inches.

The waterways associa-
tion’s focus is on the federal 
level, but — “When you have 
a state offi cial insert them-
selves into something of this 
nature,” Meira said — it will 
reach out to organizations on 
a state level.

“This is a good oppor-
tunity to get the right infor-
mation out there about what 
actually would benefi t orcas,” 
Meira said. “(The focus on 
the Snake River dams) ends 
up being a disservice to those 
orca pods.”

In her letter, Brown also 
points out two actions that 
will benefi t the salmon 
returns that some of the 
Southern Resident orcas eat.

One is the Flexible Spill 
and Power Agreement that 

Oregon and Washington 
have signed.

“Hopefully we can work 
together to improve on 
that agreement, which will 
enhance survival of juvenile 
wild and hatchery salmon 
which translate into addi-
tional orca forage only two 
years later,” Brown wrote.

The other action is pro-
ducing more hatchery Chi-
nook salmon along the 
Columbia River.

“In recognition of this 
urgent need for orca for-
age, Oregon already has fi sh 
in the queue that could be 
available to orcas as soon 
as 2021,” Brown wrote. “I 
would like to partner with 
(Washington Gov. Jay Inslee) 
to help ensure this initiative is 
fully funded and sustainable 
during the necessary interim 
period while long-term solu-
tions are addressed.”

Waterways association opposes breaching Snake River dams

Staff  photo by Ben Lonergan

Gov. Kate Brown talks with members of the media at the site of a breach in the Pendleton 

levee near McKennon Road in Pendleton on Feb. 14, 2019.
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By KATIE 
FRANKOWICZ
EO Media Group

PORTLAND — Sport 
fi shermen will get a slightly 
bigger cut of the spring Chi-
nook run this year as Ore-
gon and Washington state 
work to keep regulations the 
same for both sides of the 
Columbia River.

A group made up of com-
missioners from both states’ 
fi sh and wildlife commis-
sions had been meeting to 
review the Columbia River 
Reform Plan and reach 
greater consistency between 
the states regarding salmon 
fi shing regulations on the 
river. 

There were concerns that 
the plan — also known as 
the Kitzhaber Plan after for-
mer Gov. John Kitzhaber — 
had not met its economic 
goals, nor had any gear been 
found to replace the com-
mercial gillnets the plan 
phased off the river’s main 
stem. But review efforts 

were suspended in Oregon 
in January.

Instead, the fi sh and wild-
life commissions delegated 
the development of this 
year’s salmon fi sheries to 
the directors of the state fi sh 
and wildlife departments.

Curt Melcher, the direc-
tor of the Oregon Depart-
ment of Fish and Wild-
life, and Kelly Susewind, 
director of the Washing-
ton Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, announced last 
week they had reached an 
agreement on gear types 
and allocations — the pro-
portion of impacts allowed 
to wild fi sh allowed under 
the Endangered Species Act 
— for this year’s fi sheries.

“Consistency in the reg-
ulations between our two 
states is always a top prior-
ity when talking about man-
agement on the Columbia 
River,” Susewind said in a 
statement. “This agreement 
is similar to what occurred 
last year, and brings Ore-
gon and Washington in line 

with each other on some key 
issues.”

Anglers will have 75% 
of the spring Chinook — a 
5% increase from the allo-
cation outlined in Washing-
ton’s Columbia River pol-
icy. The remaining 25% will 
go to the commercial fi sh-
ery. Oregon had considered 
an 80-20 split for the spring 
season.

Tangle nets will be 
allowed on the river’s main 
stem during the commercial 
spring fi shery following a 
run size update in May. For 
the summer Chinook fi sh-
ery, anglers and commer-
cial fi shermen will split the 
allocation 80-20. No gill-
nets will be permitted on the 
main stem.

The fall Chinook fi sh-
ery will be the same as last 
year, with 80% allocated 
to the recreational fi shery 
and 20% to the commer-
cial fi shermen. Gillnets will 
be allowed upstream of the 
Lewis River on the lower 
Columbia River. 

States agree on salmon fi sheries

Seattle City Council OKs more 
tent cities, tiny houses

SEATTLE — The Seattle City Council has 
voted to allow the creation of up to 40 tent cit-
ies, tiny house villages, or parking lots where 
people living in their cars can camp — a sharp 
increase from the number the city currently 
allows.

The Seattle Times reports the ordinance 
approved Tuesday refl ects a dramatic shift 
in Seattle’s attitude toward these temporary 
places for homeless people to live while wait-
ing to get into housing: It allows encampments 
to exist indefi nitely with renewal of a permit 
once a year and allows them in residential 
zones.

The fi rst city-permitted tent cities opened 
in 2015. Because of opposition at the time, the 

city adopted legislation, which expires next 
month, that applied a built-in sunset to some 
of the villages.

This new ordinance has no such end date. 
Sponsored by council member Kshama 
Sawant, the legislation makes it easier to site 
these “transitional encampments” on land 
owned by religious organizations, the county 
and the state. It would also allow encamp-
ments in residential zones.

Six of the nine council members voted 
in favor of the ordinance; council members 
M. Lorena González and Teresa Mosqueda 
weren’t present, and Alex Pedersen voted “no.”

“This is really a tent encampment expan-
sion instead of tiny house villages, as the ordi-
nance was originally advertised,” Pedersen 
said to his fellow council members.

— Associated Press


