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Steve Miller Band, Marty Stuart coming to Walla Walla

‘Americana Tour’
will stop in Eastern
Washington city
on Aug. 27

By VICKI HILLHOUSE
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin

WALLA WALLA, Wash.
— Three months after the
city of Walla Walla hired
an L.A.-based festival and
event consultant to help plan
more musical performances
in town, the first concert has
been announced.

Steve Miller Band and
Marty Stuart will make
Walla Walla a stop on their
40-city “Americana Tour”
on Aug. 27.

According to tour list-
ings, the show will take
place at “The Range Amphi-
theater,” which is a name
given to a developing vision
for the driving range at

Veterans Memorial Golf musician Stuart combine
Course. for the perfect first show in
Ken Deans, of Ken a long-term focus to attract

Deans Production Services,
said Friday a maximum of
5,000 tickets will be avail-
able. Details, including
when tickets will go on sale

Miller,

“Rock 'n Me” and

tour kicks off, and country

big-name artists, Deans said.
who wrote or
co-wrote 1970s-era hits that
include “Fly Like an Eagle,”
“The

he said. “For me, this was
an opportunity to come
into a show that had a wide
range of appeal to a wide
demographic.”

Grammy Award-winning
Stuart blends traditional
country, rockabilly and
honky-tonk with his band

and pricing, are expected to
be forthcoming from partner
Knitting Factory.

Miller, a Rock and Roll
Hall of Famer who report-
edly will be inducted into
the Songwriting Hall of
Fame two days before the

Joker,” has Northwest roots
and is described by Deans as
a “quintessential musician”
whose music remains rele-
vant to younger generations.

“He and Marty Stuart
have become friends and
decided to tour together,”

Fabulous Superlatives.
Deans said the Ameri-
cana Tour is one of two per-
formances he hopes will
be ahead for Walla Walla
in 2020. Getting the sec-
ond may be a difficult feat.
Bands that used to book six

Courtesy photo
Steve Miller, of the Steve Miller Band, is a Rock & Roll Hall of Famer. He and country musician
Marty Stuart will make Walla Walla, Wash., a stop on their 40-city “Americana Tour” on Aug. 27.

to eight months out are now
scheduling 12 to 18 months
ahead of performances, he
said.

By October, the focus
will be the 2021 season,
when anywhere from four to
six concerts may be booked,
he said.

Deans said the approach
to building Walla Walla as
a concert and festival des-
tination combines the col-
lective 30 to 40 years of
expertise and relationships
between him and his part-
ners with responsible and

respectful development in
the community.

“That key word is
‘responsible,” Deans said.
“Our philosophy in our com-
pany is if we do what’s good
for the community, it will be
good for our business.”

The idea sprung from the
success of the 2015 Gentle-
men of the Road Stopover in
Walla Walla. That two-day
festival brought thousands
into the community, bol-
stering business and activ-
ity with bands, such as Foo
Fighters, The Flaming Lips
and headliners Mumford &
Sons, along with at least two
dozen local and regional acts
on multiple stages through-
out town.

It also showed the city
what can be done here.

Last November, the
Walla Walla City Council
approved a $150,000 con-
tract with Deans to help
plan options for events of all
sizes.

L.A.-based Deans has
been director of logistics for
Southern California music
festivals  Coachella and
Stagecoach.

Closer to home, his more
than 25 years experience
in the music industry also
helped with the building of
the amphitheater at Chateau
Ste. Michelle, which draws
people from all over for con-
certs each year. He worked
on Columbia Meadows
north of Portland, as well.

Among Deans’ partners
are Mitch Gilbert, a Pasco
resident who brings culi-
nary expertise to the mix. In
this case, it means pulling in
local food vendors already
lauded in the community to
help enhance the events.

Working, too, with the
Knitting  Factory  adds
an established nationally
known company in music
and entertainment that
knows well the Northwest
with venues in Spokane and
Boise, Idaho, as well as Mis-
soula, Montana, and many
others.

Deans said the contract
with the city started with
development of a feasibil-
ity study. A large portion of
funds paid to his company
were used on other experts
in marketing, sponsorship,
engineering and design to
develop the financial and
environmental plan behind
this.

They looked at other pos-
sible venues already in town
and wanted something both
sizable and central to the
enhancement of Walla Walla
culture.

The town’s potential for
festivals is not a hard sell, he
said.

“Not having been to
Walla Walla in 30-plus
years, when [ saw it I
thought it was probably one
of the best-kept secrets on
the planet. What an amazing
place this is,” Deans said.
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Oregon Gov. Brown calls for
breaching 4 Snake River dams

Associated Press

SALEM — The gover-
nor of Oregon has come out
in favor of removing four
hydroelectric dams on the
Snake River in Washington
state, saying it is the best
way to increase endangered
salmon runs.

Gov. Kate Brown, a
Democrat, sent a letter to
Washington’s Democratic
Gov. Jay Inslee this week,
offering her support for
removing the dams.

The letter outraged
Washington state’s three
Republican U.S. House
members, who want to keep
the dams, the 77i-City Her-
ald reported.

“Gov. Brown’s position

is not only misguided, it
is shocking and extreme,”
said Reps. Dan Newhouse,
Cathy McMorris Rodgers
and Jaime Herrera Beutler,
in a joint statement on Fri-
day afternoon.

The three said it is best to
wait for the release of a fed-
eral environmental study
of the Columbia and Snake
river hydrosystems that was
ordered by U.S. District
Court Judge Michael Simon
of Portland.

The four dams are
located along the Snake
River from Pasco to near
Pomeroy.

Brown said it is clear the
“most certain and robust
solution to Snake River
salmon and steelhead recov-

ery” is removing the dams.

“No other action has the
potential to improve overall
survival two-to-three fold,”
she said.

The dams generate elec-
tricity, provide some irriga-
tion and flood control and
allow barges to operate all
the way to Lewiston, Idaho.
But they are also blamed for
killing salmon and steel-
head that are migrating to
the ocean or back to their
spawning grounds.

The state of Washington,
under an initiative spear-
headed by Inslee, has been
gathering information on
what Northwest residents
think about breaching the
four dams. That report is
expected in early March.

Police: Burglary ring targeted
marijuana businesses

SALEM — Police

ties said.

in Portland and
Salem seized firearms, marijuana and cash
and made at least one arrest after breaking
up a burglary ring that apparently targeted
state-legal marijuana businesses, authori-

BRIEFLY

prison.

reported. She was sentenced to six years in

Sublet, a grandmother and military vet-

eran, forfeited $50,000 in cashier’s checks
found inside her home about 3 miles outside
Yambhill at the time of her arrest. The Yam-
hill County Interagency Narcotics Team then
attempted to take Sublet’s $354,000 home.

Under Oregon’s civil forfeiture law,
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The ring was working in Oregon and
Southwest Washington, according to The
Oregonian/OregonLive.

Authorities said they seized 16 firearms,
$33,000 in cash, 30 pounds of marijuana
and other items during the police opera-
tion in Salem on Friday. Also seized were
6 pounds of hash oil, a marijuana concen-
trate, and burglary tools.

Authorities have not disclosed fur-
ther information due to the ongoing
investigation.

Jury decides convicted Oregon
meth dealer should lose home

PORTLAND — A Yambhill County jury
has concluded that police can seize the home
of a woman convicted of a felony drug crime
under Oregon’s civil forfeiture law.

Sheryl Sublet, 62, pleaded guilty in 2018
to to selling less than 1,000 grams of meth-
amphetamine, The Oregonian/Oregon Live

authorities can seize items from a person if
they are convicted of a crime and if the prop-
erty is suspected to be a proceed or instru-
ment of the illegal conduct. The statute
emphasizes that the value of the property for-
feited should be “proportionate” to the con-
duct underlying the criminal conviction.

After a two-day trial, the jury determined
Wednesday that the woman’s home helped
facilitate her criminal activity and that for-
feiting it to police would not be excessively
punitive.

Sublet plans to appeal the decision, said
her attorney, Zachary Stern.

“We don’t believe it’s appropriate for offi-
cers to police for profit,” Stern said. “Hope-
fully, my client is not homeless upon her
release from prison.”

Alisa Ray, a deputy district attorney who
handled the case for the county’s narcot-
ics team, did not respond to a request for
comment.

— Associated Press
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