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Elgin Opera House youth actors win big

Group wins top honor
at California festival

By SABRINA THOMPSON
EO Media Group

ELGIN — The Elgin Opera
House Youth Actors won big last
weekend at the iTheater Junior
Theater Festival in Sacramento,
California. The team of 24 stu-
dents and their director took home
the top award of the competition
and four individual awards.

“I am so incredibly proud of the
kids, they worked hard and it paid
off,” said Terry Hale, the execu-
tive artistic director for the opera
house.

The troupe performed a 15-min-
ute version of its 2019 summer pro-
duction of “Aladdin Jr” for the
festival judges and won the Out-
standing Performance award, the
top award of the competition. The
group competed against more than
2,000 other youths from around
the world to win the title for a sec-
ond year in a row.

According to a news release
from the opera house, one of the
judges said the performance was
a “feast for the eyes.” Winning
the award also meant the students
performed at the festival’s awards
ceremony in front of a audience
exceeding 2,000 people.

“We tried to pick parts that
highlight the best work of our per-
formers,” Hale said. “Winning this
award puts our youth theatre pro-
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val’s all-star group for their perfor-
mances as well. Hale said winning
these accolades showcases the
dedication and hard work the stu-
dents put in.

Getting to California was per-
haps the second hardest task for
the performers, right behind com-
peting, according to Hale.

Each student paid for them-
selves through personal fundrais-
ing. The opera house helped offset
the costs through small fundraisers
or donating proceeds from some
shows, but it’s up to the youths to
cover the majority of the cost.

The festival also had opportu-
nities for students to participate
in workshops led by industry pro-
fessionals, and a small team of
students participated in the festi-
val’s Tech Olympics, which tests
the technical elements of theatre,
such as lighting, sound, costume
changes, rigging and more. Hale
said the team did not make it to
the final rounds, but for the group’s
first year competing in that part of
the festival, they had a lot of fun.

This was the opera house’s third
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The Elgin Opera House Youth Actors competed last weekend in the iTheatre Junior Theatre Festival in Sacra-
mento, Calif., and took home five awards, including the top award of Outstanding Performance for their pro-

duction of “Aladdin Jr.”

gram on the map.”

Hale also won an award him-
self, as one of eight instructors
selected for the Freddie G. Fel-
lowship. Hale will receive $5,000
for the program and spend four
days this summer in New York

City working with Broadway and
industry professionals.

“I’m blown away by this fellow-
ship and am truly honored,” Hale
said. “It is a coveted award among
musical theater professionals and I
couldn’t be happier to have won.”

Additional winners include
Hale’s daughter, Abigail, who
came away with the Outstanding
Performance by an Individual for
her role as Genie. Olivia Sturm of
Union and Maia Vandervlugt of La
Grande earned spots on the festi-

year as part of the iTheater Junior
Theater Festival. Going to this fes-
tival and competing, Hale said, is
a wonderful opportunity for the
students to meet people who share
their interest and passion in theatre.
“Theatre is a creative outlet for
some of these kids,” Hale said.
“They may not go on to pursue it
professionally, but at least while
they are in the program they have
a safe place to explore and learn.”
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Concordia enrolls about 5,700 students,
but sources estimate only about 1,200 of
them attend classes on campus. Most of the
students study remotely through Concor-
dia’s online classes.

Students spoke on campus Thursday
morning outside the president’s residence
holding signs asking “Where did my money
£0?”, “Almost graduated” and “CU in court,”
The Oregonian/OregonLive reported.

In a poster calling for the walkout, stu-
dents outlined a list of demands targeted
at the Board of Regents: clear financial
records, questions answered regarding the
sudden closure, and a support plan for stu-
dents, staff, faculty and the surrounding

On Wednesday, school officials notified
the state that the closure will eliminate 1,518
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The grant, announced by the U.S.
Department of the Interior on Friday, is
part of $3.2 million in funding for big game
rangeland studies in 11 western states.

Idaho’s research will focus on the McAr-
thur Lake area, which serves as a link
between the Selkirk and Cabinet mountains
used by grizzly bears, wolverine and elk.
Scientists will put GPS collars on 40 elk to
monitor their movements over two years,
and then combine that data with infor-
mation from a grid of 119 trail cameras.
The findings will be used to map seasonal
ranges, movement routes and stopover
areas, according to the Interior Department.

Other states that received grants are
Arizona, California, Colorado, Montana,
Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Wash-
ington and Wyoming.

— Associated Press
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