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Morning sunrise

Staff photo by Alex Castle
The sun rises over the Blue Mountains before clouds set in throughout the region on Wednesday morning near Pendleton.
The National Weather Service forecast for Pendleton calls for chances of rain on Thursday before clearing up to be partly
sunny with high temperatures near 60 degrees for Friday and Saturday.

Court postpones Record Tsosie hearing

By ALEX CASTLE
East Oregonian

PENDLETON —
Despite denying a nearly
identical motion the week
before, Pendleton Circuit
Court Judge Christopher
Brauer approved a contin-
vance Wednesday morn-
ing that cancels Thursday’s
hearing in the murder case
against Shayla Fawn Record
Tsosie.

“This motion looks,
suspiciously, exactly like
the one I denied previ-
ously,” Brauer said to open
Wednesday’s hearing.

The motion, which was
initially ~denied without
a hearing, delays a hear-
ing to determine whether
the proof against Record
Tsosie is evident or the pre-
sumption of guilt is strong.
That hearing now won’t be
rescheduled until after the
prosecution and defense
meet for a settlement con-
ference on March 13.

“I’ve never heard that
request before,” Brauer
said. “I don’t want my deci-
sion today to present a pat-
tern of practice and path-
way to follow in the future.”

Brauer
said  typi-
cally a set-
tlement con-
ference and

h

the  judge

presid- 1
ing over it  RecordTsosie
would ben-

efit from Thursday’s hear-
ing, where both sides would
have had to present the
strengths and weaknesses
they saw in the case.

Record  Tsosie, 23,
pleaded not guilty in Sep-
tember to stabbing and kill-
ing her boyfriend, Christian
Rodriguez-Calvillo, 22, at
their Milton-Freewater res-
idence last June.

The settlement confer-
ence, which will be pre-
sided over by Judge Willam
Cramer, an Oregon Circuit
Court judge in Grant and
Harney counties, allows for
both sides to meet alongside
Rodriguez-Cavillo’s family
in an attempt to settle the
case before going to trial.

Record Tsosie’s attorney,
Kara Davis, said that from
the defense’s perspective,
they didn’t care whether the
motion was approved or not.

“Our major concern is

whatever will get us the
best settlement,” Davis told
Brauer. “If you want to have
the hearing tomorrow, we’ll
be here. If you want to have
it after the settlement con-
ference, if necessary, then
we’ll do that.”

Davis said the findings in
these hearings usually can
be leveraged by the state
during settlement negotia-
tions. Davis confirmed she
spoke with Record Tsosie
about the motion, and they
both were indifferent to
holding Thursday’s hearing.

In the original motion
filed by Umatilla County
Chief Deputy  District
Attorney Jaclyn Jenkins,
the state argued the hear-
ing would undermine the
effectiveness of a settlement
conference.

“Not only would these
things be presented, but
they would be adjudi-
cated prior to trying to set-
tle the case,” the motion
reads. “This is problematic
because these are the very
elements that are useful as
tools in reaching a resolu-
tion in settlement.”

The motion also argues
that going forward with

the hearing would “under-
mine judicial economy and
possibly waste judicial
resources.”

District Attorney Dan
Primus filed the motion
heard on Wednesday and
acknowledged the state was
merely wanting the continu-
ance to be considered again.

After Davis provided the
court with the defense’s per-
spective, Primus opted not
to reassert the arguments
in the motion and only told
Brauer that the continuance
was the request of the state
at this time.

Brauer  paused and
mulled over the motion
for a few moments before
granting the approval and
officially canceling Thurs-
day’s hearing, which will be
rescheduled after the settle-
ment conference. Another
status hearing has been set
for March 4.

“Remember vividly,
counsel, this is not to
become a pattern of prac-
tice,” Brauer said to end
Wednesday’s hearing.

Record Tsosie remains
lodged at the Umatilla
County Jail with her bail set
at $10 million.

Missing psychiatric patient arrested in California

Thaddeus Ziemlak
arrested Tuesday
night in Pasadena

By ALEX CASTLE
East Oregonian

PENDLETON — The
psychiatric patient who fled
a Pendleton facility was
arrested in Pasadena, Califor-
nia, on Tuesday night, Pend-
leton Police Chief Stuart Rob-
erts confirmed Wednesday.

The Pasadena Police
Department arrested Thad-
deus Ziemlak, 36, in a motel
room shortly after 8p.m.
on Tuesday night, accord-
ing to Roberts. Ziemlak was
arrested without incident,
Roberts said, and is currently
being held in California on a
temporary 48-hour warrant.

Roberts said the Uma-
tilla County District Attor-
ney’s Office is working on
issuing a permanent warrant
and beginning the extradi-
tion process back to Oregon
as soon as possible.

“Obviously, the No. 1 pri-
ority is taken care of in that
he’s in custody and no longer
a threat to any communities,”
Roberts said. “But there’s a
lot of moving parts to get him

back  here,
and still
even more
work to be

done when
he’s back in
Oregon.”

In 2004,
Ziemlak was
found guilty except for insan-
ity for shooting and murder-
ing his mother at their home
in Eugene. Tuesday’s arrest
concludes over three weeks
of searching for Ziemlak,
who was previously con-
victed twice for escaping
from psychiatric facilities.

After leaving the morn-
ing of Jan. 5 on an unsuper-
vised trip into the commu-
nity, Ziemlak never returned
to Salmon Run, a residen-
tial treatment facility in
Pendleton.

While initially unknown if
his escape was premeditated,
Roberts said he now believes
it was planned because Ziem-
lak left the facility without his
phone, medications and other
personal items “that would
have made it easier to track
him.”

Ziemlak’s trip on Jan.
5 took him to the area of
Walmart and Safeway on
Southwest Court Avenue.

Ziemlak
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Roberts said they Ilearned
Ziemlak went to Walmart,
purchased camping items,
and then headed to the inter-
state to make his way south.

Roberts said he eventually
crossed state lines into Cali-
fornia and later purchased a
bus pass that took him further
south into the state.

Roberts praised the efforts
of Community Service Offi-
cer Shelly Studebaker, who
he said worked tenaciously
despite minimal leads to
develop a strategy that leaned
on the assistance of Zimelak’s
family members, local men-
tal health service providers,
the district attorney’s office,
other law enforcement agen-
cies around the western
United States and businesses.

The strategy allowed
Pendleton police to begin
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tracking Ziemlak’s move-
ments, continually shrink
the focus area of their search
and, after securing video
images, confirm his location
in Pasadena.

Roberts was also com-
plimentary of the Pasadena
Police Department, which he
said was unlike many larger
municipal agencies can be
and instead offered com-
plete and immediate support
as soon as they were notified
about Ziemlak.

“That just doesn’t hap-
pen a lot in law enforcement,
unfortunately,” he said.

or call 800-522-0255
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Walla Walla
planner running
for city council

PENDLETON — The
open seat in Ward 2 on
the Pendleton City Coun-
cil got its first candidate
Tuesday.

Melissa Shumake,
a land use planner for
the city of Walla Walla,
Washington, filed to run
for the North Hill-based
seat once held by the late
Scott Fairley.

According to her filing,
Shumake graduated from
Columbia High School
in Burbank, Washington,
and received both a bach-
elor’s and master’s degree
from the University of
Idaho.

In addition to her job
with Walla Walla, Shu-
make has served on the
Pendleton Public Library
Board since 2016.

While her name is now
set to appear on the May
19 ballot, as of Tuesday
afternoon, City Recorder
Andrea Denton said Shu-
make had not submitted a
letter of interest to fill the
rest of Fairley’s term.

The council is looking
to appoint a new councilor
to fill the vacant Ward 2
seat through the end of
the year, setting a Jan.
31 deadline for applica-
tions. The council intends
to interview candidates
on Feb. 4 and could make
the appointment that same
night. Anyone interested
in serving a full term
beyond 2020 must sub-
mit filing paperwork by
March 10.

Shumake’s entry means
every council seat up for
election has a candidate.
Mayor John Turner, Ward
3 Councilor Dale Prim-
mer and at-large Coun-
cilor Paul Chalmers are
all running for re-elec-
tion, while Ward 1 can-
didate Kevin Martin and
Shumake are running for
open seats.

But if no one else
enters at least one of the
races Pendleton will hold
no competitive municipal
elections, the first time
since before 2000, the
earliest year the Umatilla
County Elections Divi-
sion provides election
records online.

Umatilla County
sheriff to seek
third term

UMATILLACOUNTY
— No names have been
officially entered into the
2020 race for Umatilla
County sheriff yet, but
incumbent Terry Rowan
confirmed he’s planning
on another run.

“l do plan on run-
ning again, and trying to

earn another term serving
Umatilla County,” Rowan
told the East Oregonian
last week.

Rowan would be seek-
ing a third term as sher-
iff, a position he’s held
since first being elected in
2012. In 2016, he defeated
challenger Ryan Len-
hert 56% to 42%. Lenhert
is currently a corporal
with the Pendleton Police
Department.

Rowan said he plans
to submit his candidacy
paperwork  soon, and
that he hasn’t yet sim-
ply because he’s been too
busy with his duties at the
office. He said he wasn’t
aware if there were oth-
ers planning on running
against him.

Candidates have until
March 10 to file with the
Umatilla County Elec-
tions Office for the pri-
maries that will take
place on May 19. If only
two candidates file for the
sheriff’s race, both will
advance to the general
election in November. If
there are more than two,
May 19 will be a primary
election with the top two
candidates advancing to
November’s ballot.

M-F woman
pleads innocent to
kicking officer

WALLA WALLA,
Wash. — A Milton-Free-
water woman pleaded not
guilty Monday in Walla
Walla County Superior
Court to third-degree
assault and first-degree
criminal trespassing.

Kristi M. Childers,
23, was arrested Dec.
29, 2019, after police

responded to the Green
Lantern on reports of an
“out-of-control female.”

Childers allegedly was
yelling at employees at the
Isaacs Avenue bar. They
told police they couldn’t
understand her, records
stated.  When  police
arrived, Childers report-
edly told one he was “fat”
and walked away.

Another officer also
tried coaxing her out of
the bar, but she fell, and
the officers arrested her
and took her outside,
records stated.

She allegedly kept yell-
ing while officers helped
her into a patrol car. How-
ever, she fell into the
car and kicked one offi-
cer in the stomach twice,
records stated.

She was booked into
the Walla Walla County
Jail the same day. Her
first court appearance was
Dec. 30, 2019.

Her trial was scheduled
for April 21.

— EO Media Group
and wire services
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