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Connecting 1ncarcerated parents with their Kids

By JAKE THOMAS
Oregon Capital Bureau

SALEM — For Irvin
Hines, visits from his kids
can be stressful.

The father of three kids
ages 5, 14 and 21, Hines
is currently in custody at
Columbia River Correc-
tional Institution in Portland.
He described the thin mat he
and his young son had to sit
on in a corner of the facility’s
cafeteria and how the hard
edges of the tables seemed
designed for high-energy
kids to bang their heads into.

He said mothers aren’t
eager to take their children
to see a parent behind bars
and are often agitated by reg-
ulations over what they can
wear during visits. Hines
said the uninviting environ-
ment makes it more difficult
for parents to maintain a con-
nection with their children
while incarcerated.

He said there were times
he almost wished his young In

recent years, the “Know Me Now,”

was

son didn’t come. But he said
that playing a role in his kid’s
life is important to him.

“l want to spend some
time teaching him some
lessons maybe 1 didn’t get
taught,” he said.

A new initiative unveiled
last week seeks to help par-
ents like Hines overcome
barriers to staying connected
with their kids.

Department of Corrections
has sought to humanize and
rehabilitate the over 14,400
adults incarcerated in state
prisons. An estimated 80%
of incarcerated women and
65% of incarcerated men
have children. Research
shows that having an incar-
cerated parent has a negative
effect on a child’s well-being.

The initiative, called

launched by Portland-based
nonprofit The Contingent,
formerly the Portland Lead-
ership Foundation, along
with the Oregon Department
of Corrections at an event at
the Columbia River Correc-
tional Institution.

The initiative, which will
roll out in 2020, will have a
focus on kids in foster care
and will start out with help-
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Irvin Hines, a father of three who is incarcerated at the Columbia River Correctional Institu-
tion in Portland, stands in the visitation area where kids see their parents. The area is about
to get a makeover under a new initiative.

ing with transportation to
visits to seven prisons within
a 60-mile radius of Portland.

Hosheman Brown, the
program’s director, said that
Know Me Now will seek to
renovate prisons, at no cost
to taxpayers, to improve the
“connection, dignity and
safety” of children and their
incarcerated parents. The
program will begin with the
Columbia River Correctional

Institution and will expand
to others.

Brooke Gray, executive
director of mobilizing com-
munity for The Contingent,
said the renovations could
include things like new paint
and furniture, as well as
activities and toys. She said
the new visitation rooms will
be built with input and help
from community groups and
businesses.

Speaking after the event,
Gray said that often visita-
tion rooms are austere set-
tings with just a thin mat on
the floor and a box of aging
toys. As part of the ini-
tiative volunteers will put
together boxes for kids visit-
ing a parent in prison that’ll
include toys, books, snacks
and activities. She believes
the program will also gener-
ate more community support
for incarcerated parents after
they’re released.

She said prisoners are
usually given a black bag
full of their items after
being released. The initia-
tive will recruit volunteers
to put together duffel bags
for released prisoners that’ll
include gift cards, ID appli-
cations, resource guides and
other items.

Felicia Tripp-Folsom,
executive director of mul-
ticultural leadership at The
Contingent, said the initia-
tive will also seek volunteers

that will help formerly incar-
cerated individuals navigate
life once released.

“What we found is that,
yes, having a job and hous-
ing and all those things are
wonderful,” she said. But
she added that having a com-
munity network is just as
critical.

Ben Sand, CEO of The
Contingent, said Santiam
Correctional ~Institute in
Salem will be one of the first
to have its visitation spaces
renovated. The initiative will
also include mentoring ser-
vices for kids with incarcer-
ated parents that will begin
in Portland-area and be
expanded to the rest of the
state. One of the goals will
be ensuring that kids with
incarcerated parents have
regular visits.

Over 90% of Oregon’s
individuals in custody will
be released at some point.
Hines said it makes sense
to try to “get a better prod-
uct that goes back into the
community.” Hines said he’s
been in and out of prison for
involvement in drugs and
gangs and wants to stay out
after he’s released later this
year. He said his young son
gives him a reason.

“Every day that [ wake up,
I try to do something differ-
ent than yesterday, because
of him,” he said. “That moti-
vates me.”

islature convenes Feb. 3 in
Salem.

“At the state level, there
is a lot of work to be done
to protect our way of life in
Eastern Oregon and to pro-
vide a better path for future
generations of Oregonians,”
Owens said. “We need to
make  sustainable natu-
ral resources a top priority.
Our kids deserve stronger
schools and greater opportu-
nities for their career paths.
Families need financial sta-
bility instead of living pay-
check to paycheck and hav-
ing to worry about the next
tax increase coming our way
from Salem.

“Most importantly, my
top priority and my No. 1 job
will be to listen, learn and
represent the constituents in
Eastern Oregon.”

The driver of the Buick is cooperating
with the investigation, police said.

Parking lot shooting in Bend

BEND — A man was arrested after
allegedly shooting a Redmond man Mon-
day night in his car in a parking lot in Bend.

Around 10:15 p.m., Bend Police received
a call from William McBride, who said he
and his friend, Loryn Hubbard, of Bend,
were sitting in his vehicle when a man, who
they didn’t know, approached them.

Police say the man, later identified as
Vicente Guerra, displayed a gun and shot
McBride, 21, striking him while he was
in the driver’s seat. McBride and Hubbard
drove away from the area and called 911.

McBride was not hospitalized, as his
injury from the gunshot was nonlife-threat-
ening, according to Bend Police Lt. Juli

Several officers, a police dog and a drone
searched for Guerra for about two hours
before Guerra, a 43-year-old transient, was
found near the Towne Pump Station, police

Guerra is charged with attempted mur-
der, first-degree assault, first-degree rob-
bery, unlawful possession of a firearm,
unlawful use of a weapon, menacing, and
second-degree disorderly conduct and crim-
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