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 LA GRANDE — A min-
eral best known for adding 
zest to meals is being wel-
comed again this winter by 
motorists who have no taste 
for adventuresome driving.

The Oregon Department 
of Transportation has been 
using rock salt to reduce ice 
on interstates 84 and 82 in 
Northeast Oregon for the past 
three years. Statistics are not 
yet available to indicate if the 
salt is reducing crashes, but 
anecdotal information about 
the effectiveness of its use is 
promising.

“I don’t get as many calls 
at night as I used to about 
the interstate being closed 
because of serious crashes,” 
said Oregon Department of 
Transportation spokesman 
Tom Strandberg. “There is 
less ice and snowpack on the 
roads.”

Karl Farber, lieutenant 
at the Oregon State Police 
command in Pendleton, 
said he has noticed a differ-
ence since the transportation 
department began using salt.

“It just seems like it clears 
up the roads faster,” Farber 
said.

Ace Clark, manager of 
ODOT’s District 13, agrees 
roads clear up faster after 
storms now. That’s because 
salt prevents ice from form-
ing under the snow. This 
means when crews push 
away snow with plows after 
a storm the road under it is 
often instantly clear of snow 
and ice.

Clark said ODOT snow-
plow operators “say it comes 
off like sheets.”

ODOT received permis-

sion to begin using rock 
salt in Northeast Oregon 
after a pilot project on two 
roadways in Southeast and 
Southern Oregon were suc-
cessful: the 120-mile stretch 
of U.S. Highway 95 in the 
southeastern corner of Ore-
gon between the Nevada and 
Idaho borders and an 11-mile 
section of Interstate 5 over 
Siskiyou Pass on the south-
ern end of the state.

The number of crashes 
in the Interstate 5 test area 
dropped 27%, and the num-
ber on Highway 95 fell 23%, 
according to statistics the 
department published in the 
pamphlet “ODOT’s Use of 
Solid Salt.”

In addition to the posi-
tives salt offers, it is proving 
to be a dollar stretcher.

When the state granted 
permission to ODOT in 
2017 to begin using rock 
salt to combat ice on Inter-
state 84 in Northeast Ore-
gon, Clark said, it did not 
provide any extra money for 
purchasing it. To address this 

dilemma, ODOT cut back on 
the amount of sanding gravel 
and magnesium chloride it 
purchases for ice reduction, 
freeing up funds to buy rock 
salt.

But Clark said ODOT 
hasn’t felt the cutback on the 
materials because the roads 
have not needed as much 
sanding rock and magne-
sium chloride since the start 
of salting.

Salting icy roads low-
ers the freezing point of the 
water that forms ice, which 
leads to melting and prevents 
falling snow or rain from 
freezing. The magnesium 
chloride ODOT long used 
also lowers the freezing level 
of water but not to the degree 
salt does.

The state road department 
uses 200 pounds of rock salt 
per mile, per lane for each 
application. ODOT advises 
drivers to wash their vehicles 
to prevent them sustaining 
the effects of salt, which is 
signifi cantly more corrosive 
than magnesium chloride.

The agency also is selec-
tive in using rock salt. Clark 
said it is never applied when 
there is a foot or more of 
snow because then only large 
amounts of salt are effective 
in melting the snow. 

An ideal circumstance for 
using rock salt is when there 
is 2 inches of new snow on 
the freeway in the afternoon 
just before temperatures are 
about to drop. Clark said in 
the past, such snow froze 
before it could be plowed off. 
Now, crews apply salt and 
then plow it off, keeping the 
road wet but not icy.

Clark said crews never 
apply salt on dry pavement 
before storms to prevent 
ice from forming because it 
won’t stay around.

“Wind or a truck passing 
over it would blow it away,” 
Clark said.

Magnesium chloride, in 
comparison, can be used on 
dry pavement before storms 
because it can not be blown 
off.

Clark said the use of salt 
is allowing ODOT to apply 
gravel more effi ciently. He 
said in the past ODOT would 
put out sanding gravel, which 
soon would be scattered, 
forcing crews to put out a 
second load of gravel for the 
same ice. Now, because there 
is no ice due to salt use in 
some situations, crews don’t 
have to coat roads with the 
gravel at all.

ODOT’s Strandberg said 
sanding gravel also is labor 
intensive because ODOT 
has to pick it up later, in part 
for environmental reasons. 
Gravel gets covered in oils 
from being on the road and 
needs to be kept away from 
water. 

Offi cials: Salt helping to make roads safer
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Sean Rohan, with the Oregon Department of Transportation, 

moves salt on Wednesday afternoon with a loader. The state 

road agency keeps the salt it distributes on Interstate 84 be-

tween Boardman and Ontario at a number of large sheds, in-

cluding this one in La Grande.
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UMATILLA COUNTY 
— Students in the Umatilla 
School District energy man-
agement team will soon have 
a decision to make, accord-
ing to District Superintendent 
Heidi Sipe.

Through the Umatilla 
School District’s participa-
tion in Energy Trust of Ore-
gon’s Strategic Energy Man-
agement Program, the district 
has saved more than $16,000 
through changes to energy 
policies throughout the dis-
trict, policies that were largely 
shaped by student action. Due 
to the students’ involvement 
in the cost savings, they will 
get a say in how the money is 
spent, said Sipe.

“The kids take their work 
seriously,” she said. “They’ve 
been treated as adults with the 
same level of voice and same 
level of buy-in.”

The students in the Uma-
tilla district helped to drive 
behavioral changes, such as 
turning off lights and open-
ing blinds for lights rather 
than using overhead light-
ing. In addition to behav-
ioral changes, the district 
invested in technology, such 
as smart power strips that turn 
off unused computers and 
attached devices.

Energy Trust of Ore-
gon’s SEM Program has 
been in operation in East-
ern Oregon for roughly two 
years and helps businesses 
to more effi ciently manage 
their energy usage to cut costs 
and reduce their carbon foot-

print. Through the program, 
the Energy Trust provides 
“energy coaches” and mon-
itoring tools to allow busi-
nesses to better track and ana-
lyze their energy usage.

Romana Cohen is one 
of the program’s “energy 
coaches” and an employee 
of Stillwater Energy, a Port-
land-based consulting fi rm 
that specializes in strategic 
energy management. Cohen 
said that the program provides 
businesses with the tools they 
need to help curb their energy 
use and implement policies 
that sustain energy savings.

“We help in writing an 
energy policy and mak-
ing sure there are specifi c 
points of improvement,” she 
said. “We’re offering an easy 
plug-in program that ulti-
mately drives cost savings.”

Cohen stressed that con-
sultants and Energy Trust 
employees work together to 
form the energy coaching 
teams, allowing people with 
different backgrounds to help 
offer a variety of solutions to 
energy management.

“We see the commu-
nity evolving because of the 
impact on members.” she said. 
“It’s a combination of people, 
and energy and buildings.”

The program operates on 
a revolving yearlong basis 
and businesses can choose 
to repeat the program in an 

effort to drive additional cost 
savings through the develop-
ment of more stringent guide-
lines. Cohen said the goal of 
the program is to create a level 
of energy management that is 
sustainable from year to year, 
and energy coaches and orga-
nizers trade off to allow for 
new ideas.

Blue Mountain Commu-
nity College was able to save 
more than $30,000 in energy 
costs during their fi rst year 
in the program, a change that 
freed up money in the opera-
tions budget for the purchase 
of a new tractor.

According to Dwayne 
Williams, the director of facil-
ities and grounds at the col-
lege, the school is looking to 
see similar, if not more exten-
sive, savings in their second 
year in the program.

“It’s been a really good 
experience, they’re a great 
resource,” he said.

Williams said that the pri-
mary savings have come from 
adjustment to heating and 
ventilation controls, as well 
as behavioral changes among 
staff to decrease electric use. 
In October, the community 
college ran a competition 
to see which facilities could 
decrease their energy use the 
most, something Williams 
said inspired a lot of people 
to think differently about how 
they use energy.

“They all put in a really 
concerted effort and we had 
great support from the admin-
istration,” he said. “I really 
think these changes will be 
sustainable.”

Schools see savings in energy management program
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PENDLETON — The 
Pendleton City Council 
could take action on two 
long-abandoned proper-
ties Tuesday night.

Acting as the Pendle-
ton Development Com-
mission, the council will 
consider demolishing or 
developing the Edwards 
Apartments, a dilapi-
dated building at 602 S.E. 
Dorion Ave. that was con-
demned in 2010.

Charles Denight, asso-
ciate director of the devel-
opment commission, is 
presenting commissioners 
with three options: buy 
the building and demol-
ish it, buy the building 
and restore it, or restore 
the building under a part-
nership with the current 
owner.

According to a report 
from Denight, the owner, 
Joe Bachmeier, is offer-
ing to sell the building for 
$50,000. This is higher 
than the the $37,900 Bach-
meier bought the building 
for in 2018.

If the commission 
chooses to restore the 
building, Denight pro-
vides a $650,000-
$900,000 estimate on 
top of the purchase costs, 
although a more accurate 
estimate would require a 
contractor to assess the 
building.

Bachmeier is also 
offering to retain owner-
ship of the building while 
the commission covers the 
restoration costs.

“As the investment 
partner, the PDC would 
share in the rental return 
on the property,” Denight 
wrote in his report. “In 

essence, it would oper-
ate like a combination of 
grant and loan, where the 
PDC might ultimately be 
bought out of the partner-
ship by the current owner. 
The PDC’s ultimate cost 
would depend on the 
result of negotiation with 
the owner on the amount 
and length of the shared 
revenue period.”

While councilors have 
long complained that the 
Edwards Apartments 
building is an eyesore, 
Denight said there’s merit 
to trying to restore it.

Denight wrote that the 
building was originally 
built in 1909 as a board-
ing house and is one of the 
few remaining examples 
of the few historic com-
mercial buildings of its 
kind left in Pendleton.

Once the commission 
meeting ends, members 
will meet as the city coun-
cil and discuss providing 
a fi ve-year tax rebate to 
developer Justin Pratt of 
Richland, Washington.

Pratt wants to turn the 
old U.S. Forest Service 
offi ces at 2601 S.W. Hai-
ley Ave. into a 33-unit 
apartment complex. The 
city estimates it would 
forgo $15,766 in property 
tax revenue over the fi ve-
year period.

City council could 
take action on 
Edwards Apartments 

IF YOU GO

What: Pendleton City 

Council meeting

When: 6 p.m. start for 

Pendleton Develop-

ment Commission; 

7 p.m. city council

Where: 500 S.W. Dorion 

Ave.

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT:

www.EastOregonian.com

at the Museum
Kirkman House Museum, Walla Walla

This murder mystery game is loosely 
based on Clue™ but to solve the

mystery you must search the house... in 
the dark... with only a lantern to guide 

your search for clues...  
Scary? You Bet!

A fun group activity for 5 to 8 people.
Check the web site for days and times.

Available for private parties.

$20 per person

Tickets and more
information at:

kirkmanhouse.org

featuring:  L I V E  M U SIC
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND: “Blue Wave Band”

Dancing • Desserts • Door Prizes • Drinks (no-host bar)

Dd 

$25.00 PER PERSON -  only 200 tickets will be sold!

Dd 

New This Year!
DESIGNER PURSE RAFFLE

$10.00 PER TICKET / Your Choice of one of Seven Purses

Purses on Display Now Inside the Pendleton Post Office

RED & WHITE WINE RAFFLE

10X DONATION DRAWING
Donations accepted at the event - one lucky donor will receive 10x their donation up to a max of $250

Major 
Sponsors:

of Pendleton, Oregon

Saturday, Feb. 8, 2020
H A M L E Y ’ S   S L I C K F O R K  S A L O O N

Tim Fetzer
Charity Fund

Sylvia Clawson & 
Shirley McGreer

Hamley 

Steakhouse

& Saloon

  7-11 pm

Event Tickets & Purse Raffle Tickets available now at:

Pendleton Chamber of Commerce • Pendleton Art & Frame

Pendleton Round-Up Retail Store  and from Pendleton Altrusans

MICHAEL KORS • KATE SPADE • COACH • 

RADLEY OF LONDON • DOONEY & BOURKE

All proceeds benefit Altrusa’s KARE Project, 

which provides shelter, clothing, personal hygiene 

and other items to homeless students in Pendleton. 

Altrusa of Pendleton is a 501(c)3 organization 

and all donations are tax deductible.

Dolittle (PG)
12:00p* 2:20p* 4:40p 
7:00p 9:20p

Bad Boys for Life (R)
1:10p* 4:20p 7:10p 9:50p

1917 (R)
1:30p* 4:10p 6:50p 9:30p

Like a Boss (R)
12:10p* 2:30p* 4:50p 
7:20p 9:40p

Jumanji: The Next Level 
(PG13)    1:20p* 4:00p 
6:40p 9:20p

1/17-1/20
Cineplex Show Times

* Matinee Pricing

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850
Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

$5 Classic Movie  
Showing Wednesday @ 12p

Gone With the Wind


