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 LA GRANDE — Elec-
tronic message boards 
almost larger than life soon 
may save lives on Interstate 
84 between La Grande and 
Pendleton.

The Oregon Department 
of Transportation over the 
next year plans to install 
about a dozen electronic 
message boards, some of 
which are 10 feet tall and 
span a width of 30 feet.

“They are meant to 
improve safety during 
adverse winter conditions,” 
said ODOT spokesperson 
Tom Strandberg.

Help with poor driv-
ing conditions is particu-
larly important in Northeast 
Oregon, where bad weather 
plays a role in about 60% of 
serious crashes on Interstate 
84, according to the trans-
portation department.

The size of the mes-
sage boards allows drivers 
to see them from a greater 
distance. This is import-
ant because the signs are 
designed to rotate a series 
of three messages, such 
as information on weather 
and roadway conditions, 
chain-up requirements, 
warnings about crashes, 
road construction activity 
and more. Strandberg said 
drivers would not have time 
to read all the messages 
if they were on smaller 
boards.

The Snow Zone Safety 
Project work will cost $11 
million, including $4 mil-
lion from House Bill 2017, 
also known as the Keep 

Oregon Moving Transpor-
tation Bill. The Oregon 
Legislature approved the 
bill in 2017.

The messages will come 
from 10 new weather sta-
tions with sensors to detect 
conditions and cameras to 
provide visual information 
to operators. The weather 
stations’ sensors will mea-
sure the refl ection of light 
off of pavement to detect 
ice, Strandberg said. A 
dozen signs with fl ashing 
lights warning of curves 
also will be part of this 
project.

Not all of the Snow Zone 

Safety Project will involve 
signs and message boards. 
For example, an automated 
gate at the westbound 
on-ramp from exit 224, 16 
miles west of Pendleton, 
also will be part of the proj-
ect. The gate will allow for 
faster closure of Interstate 
84 when the weather is bad 
and reduce the number of 
vehicles entering the free-
way during hazardous con-
ditions, thus cutting down 
the likelihood of a crash, 
Strandberg said.

He said ODOT picked 
exit 224 for the automatic 
gate because of its remote 

location 5 miles west of 
Deadman Pass, and it takes 
state road crews longer to 
reach that spot. And when 
someone has to travel far 
to shut a gate, he said, that 
often means the worker 
has less time to run a snow 
plow.

Nonelectronic work for 
the project includes the 
installation of 9 miles of 
guard cable between the 
eastbound and westbound 
lanes from Deadman Pass 
and Meacham to near the 
Spring Creek exit area 
about 12 miles west of La 
Grande.

ODOT hopes big signs will have big impact
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Tom Strandberg, a public information offi  cer for the Oregon Department of Transportation, 

examines some of the larger message boards his agency will install later this year along In-

terstate 84 in Northeast Oregon.

Weston woman 
killed in 
snowmobile crash

WESTON — A 
58-year-old woman from 
Weston died in a snow-
mobile crash Wednes-
day evening while try-
ing to traverse winter 
weather conditions to her 
home, according to a press 
release from the Umatilla 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce.

JoLynn Lieuallen was 
found dead when med-
ics arrived at the scene 
on Lieuallen Road shortly 
before 6 p.m.

The release stated that 
East Umatilla County Fire 
and Rescue and the sher-
iff’s offi ce were assisted 
in reaching the scene by 
snowmobile operators and 
a snow cat operated by a 
Umatilla Electric Cooper-
ative employee.

Family members said 
Lieuallen had parked at 
her mother’s house on 
Pine Creek Road and was 
snowmobiling to her home 
on Lieuallen Road due to 
poor road conditions. A 
family member became 
worried after she didn’t 
check in and went to look 
for her and discovered the 
crash.

The medical examiner 
has authorized release of 
the body to Burns Mor-
tuary, according to the 
release.

Hansell fi les for 
re-election

SALEM — Sen. Bill 
Hansell made it offi cial 
Thursday morning.

The state senator from 
A t h e n a 
off icial ly 
submitted 
paperwork 
to run for 
re-election 
in 2020 on 
Thursday 
morning.

He submitted the paper-
work in Salem while there 
for legislative duty.

“I had made my inten-
tion known last fall,” 
Hansell stated in a recent 
news release. “It has been 

my honor to represent the 
good people of District 
29 in the Oregon Legis-
lature, and if the citizens 
want me to continue for 
another term, I’m willing 
and ready to serve.”

This year marks 
Hansell’s eighth year as 
a senator serving District 
29, which spans across 
Wallowa, Union, Uma-
tilla, Morrow, Gilliam and 
Sherman counties, as well 
as half of Wasco County.

Citizens will vote in the 
general election on Nov. 3. 
A primary is scheduled in 
May, and the fi ling dead-
line for District 29 candi-
dates is March 10.

Irrigon defendant 
sentenced to 13 
months in prison

HEPPNER — An Irri-
gon man is anticipated to 
spend 13 months in prison 
for attempted fi rst-degree 
sexual abuse.

Eduardo Salas, 62, 
pleaded no contest last 
Thursday to two of 12 
charges he was indicted 
on for alleged sex crimes 
involving two children.

Salas will spend more 
than a year in the custody 
of the Department of Cor-
rections and participate in 
60 months of post-prison 
supervision, with credit 
for time already served, 
according to court doc-
uments. Court and cor-
rections offi cials did not 
know which prison Salas 
would be lodged at on 
Wednesday. It is likely he 
is in transit.

Salas is also ordered to 
pay $400 in fi nes, register 
as a sex offender and face 
36 months of formal pro-
bation alongside the post-
prison supervision. He is 
not permitted to have con-
tact with the two victims, 
and will be allowed to see 
his grandchildren under 
supervision.

It was also recom-
mended by presiding 
Judge John Leiuallen 
that Salas complete a sex 
offender treatment pro-
gram after serving time.
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East Umatilla County Fire and Rescue and the Umatilla 

County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce were assisted in reaching the crash 

scene by an employee of Umatilla Electric Cooperative.

Hansell

BRIEFLY

By JESSICA POLLARD
East Oregonian

PENDLETON — The 
East Umatilla County 
Ambulance Area Health 
District will soon have some 
new equipment.

The Umatilla County 
Board of Commissioners 
approved a $60,000 loan for 
the health district to replace 
a 13-year-old ambulance 
with a cracked cylinder head 
Wednesday night.

“We have to do a supple-
mental budget because we 
didn’t anticipate that this 
year,” said Mark Moore, the 
ambulance district adminis-
trator. “And we’ll have to get 
striping and badging on it.”

The district’s 2006 Ford 
Ambulance has been out of 

commission for a few weeks, 
and the costs to repair the 
vehicle would have out-
weighed total replacement, 
Moore said. He anticipates 
the new rig will be ready 
to roll in the next couple of 
weeks.

Moore said the board of 
directors will approve the 
supplemental budget next 
week.

The district, which covers 
450 square miles encompass-
ing Athena, Weston, Adams 
and Helix, had been relying 
on its secondary ambulance, 
a 1998 Chevrolet.

He said that while out 
providing mutual aid to a 
fatal snowmobile accident 
Wednesday night, the Chev-
rolet broke down but crews 
were able to get it back up 

and running.
“We can’t have sec-

ond-out vehicles doing these 
calls,” he said.

Moore added that relying 
on a single ambulance has 
limited the district’s ability 
to provide mutual aid and 
even respond to secondary 
calls within the area.

The new ambulance, 
a four-wheel drive 2019 
Dodge Ram 3500, has about 
3,000 miles on it, according 
to Moore. The total cost is 
more than $147,000 and the 
district said it intends to use 
replacement funds to cover 
$57,000 of that cost.

Moore said the district 
has applied for some grant 
money in hopes of covering 
the remaining $31,000, but 
that if no grants are awarded, 

the district will dip into its 
contingency fund instead.

The ambulance dis-
trict will repay the county 
$10,000 a year for six years 
starting in 2021. But Uma-
tilla County Commissioner 
John Shafer is hopeful that 
East Umatilla Ambulance 
could apply for grants to help 
repay the debt sooner.

“It’s one of our ambulance 
districts, we didn’t want to 
see them unable to provide 
service for the county,” Sha-
fer said. “I’m impressed with 
how the district is managing 
fi nances.”

Moore said the district 
was thankful that the county 
provided the loan.

“We’re in a tight spot and 
we don’t have a lot of money 
out here,” he said.

County approves East Umatilla ambulance loan
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PENDLETON — A Port-
land-area man was lodged 
Wednesday in the Uma-
tilla County Jail on multiple 
charges related to a Pendle-
ton kidnapping incident.

Travis Ward, 27, who last 
lived in Beaverton, accord-
ing to court documents, was 
transported to the Umatilla 
County Jail on a warrant fol-
lowing a secret indictment 
issued in July 2019.

On July 25, 2019, a grand 
jury formally accused 
Ward of two misdemeanor 
charges and fi ve felonies 
— including second-degree 
kidnapping, which carries 

a mandatory 
m i n i m u m 
sentence of 
fi ve years and 
10 months.

W a r d , 
a c c o r d i n g 
to Pendleton 
Police Chief 
Stuart Roberts, traveled 
to Pendleton on July 16 to 
collect money owed by his 
younger male cousin, who 
was living in Pendleton at 
the time.

According to the police 
investigation, Ward unlaw-
fully entered a residence on 
Southwest Sixth Street and 
allegedly pointed a fi rearm 
at his cousin to pressure 

him into handing over the 
money.

Unable to produce the 
funds, the cousin led Ward 
to his ex-girlfriend’s work-
place, also in Pendleton. 
Ward allegedly stole her 
car from the parking lot 
and drove back to Tigard, 
where he and the stolen car 
were found a few days later.

Court documents state 
that Ward kidnapped his 
cousin, and coerced both 
victims.

In addition to fi rst-de-
gree kidnapping and two 
counts of coercion, Ward 
faces a menacing and a 
theft misdemeanor, as well 
as a felony charge for unau-

thorized use of a motor 
vehicle.

Roberts said it’s possi-
ble that Ward has co-con-
spirators who may also be 
charged in relation to the 
incident, though no related 
cases are listed in court 
documents at this time.

Ward was extradited 
to the jail from Washing-
ton County, where he was 
recently indicted on sepa-
rate charges.

Portland-area man arrested on Pendleton kidnapping charge

Ward

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT:

www.EastOregonian.com

Dolittle (PG)
12:00p* 2:20p* 4:40p 
7:00p 9:20p

Bad Boys for Life (R)
1:10p* 4:20p 7:10p 9:50p

1917 (R)
1:30p* 4:10p 6:50p 9:30p

Like a Boss (R)
12:10p* 2:30p* 4:50p 
7:20p 9:40p

Jumanji: The Next Level 
(PG13)    1:20p* 4:00p 
6:40p 9:20p

1/17-1/20
Cineplex Show Times

* Matinee Pricing

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850
Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

$5 Classic Movie  
Showing Wednesday @ 12p

Gone With the Wind

UMATILLA 

COUNT Y 

MEMORIES

Hardcover book 

Limited supply

JUST RELEASED

Learn more and order online at

Umatilla.PictorialBook.com
or call 800-522-0255

$44.95
plus tax & shipping

Heirloom quality, 144 pages • Historic photos of Umatilla County from the 

mid-1800s through 1939 • Books are selling quickly — order yours today!

PACIFIC NORTHWEST
 ALASKA, WASHINGTON, OREGON, IDAHO, MONTANA

More info: Cecelia@cnpa.com or call (916) 288-6011

n PNDC CLASSIFIED - Daily Newspapers
29 newspapers - 1,187,980 circulation

Number of words: 25  l  Extra word cost: $10

Cost: $540 (Runs 3 consecutive days including wkds.)

n PNDN  2x2 DISPLAY - Daily Newspapers
27 newspapers - 1,016,864 circulation 

Size: 2x2 (3.25”x2”)   Cost: 1x  2x2: $1,050

REACH 3 million Pacific Northwesterners with just One Call!


