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State asks for help 
fi nding missing 
psychiatric patient

PENDLETON — Psy-
chiatric patient Thaddeus 
Ziemlak has gone missing 
from his residential care 
facility in Pendleton.

Pendleton Police Chief 
Stuart Roberts said his 
department is doing what it 
can to locate Ziemlak, who 
was on an outing alone into 
the community on Sunday 
and “just never returned.”

Roberts said Psychiat-
ric Security Review Board 
reported Ziemlak was sta-
ble but he has suffered from 
schizophrenia, and Roberts 
said that is concerning.

Ziemlak, who is in his 
mid-30s, ended up in state 
care after being found guilty 
except for insanity in 2004 
for shooting and killing his 
mother in Eugene. He made 
news reports again in 2006 
when he escaped from the 
Oregon State Hospital in 
Salem.

Roberts said given that 
Pendleton has free pub-
lic transportation, Ziemlak 
could have hit the road.

“Whether he’s here or 
not, there is no way to say,” 
Roberts said.

City removes 
interim tag from 
Critchley’s title

PENDLETON — Jim 
Critchley is 
Pendleton’s 
new fi re 
chief.

Critchley, 
an Arizona 
Fire Service 
Hall of Fame 
i n d u c t e e , 
came to Pendleton in August 
to assume the job of interim 
fi re chief. The new chief will 
be sworn in Tuesday night 
during the Pendleton City 
Council meeting.

“We’ve been very happy 
with the experience and 
professionalism shown by 
the chief over the last few 
months, so we’re very glad 
that he’s agreed to join our 
team on a long-term basis,” 
said City Manager Robb 
Corbett.

Critchley kindled his 

career with an EMT class, 
then worked as instructor, 
fi refi ghter, EMT and secu-
rity guard for private agen-
cies. With the Tucson Fire 
Department, he made his 
way through the ranks from 
paramedic in 1988 to fi re 
chief in 2011. He has col-
lected numerous awards, 
including 2008 Chief Fire 
Offi cer of the Year by the 
Arizona Fire Chiefs Asso-
ciation and Arizona’s Bob 
Weber Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award in 2018.

Critchley served as rep-
resentative on the State Fire 
Training Association and the 
Arizona Fire Chiefs Asso-
ciation, the Western Fire 
Chiefs Association board 
and the International Asso-
ciation of Fire Chiefs board.

He received an MBA 
from the University of Ari-
zona, a bachelor’s degree 
in fi re service management 
from Arizona State Univer-
sity and an AAS in fi re sci-
ence from Pima Community 
College.

He and his wife, Karen, 
have three adult children.

City recycling 
Christmas trees at 
Butte Park

HERMISTON — Herm-
iston residents looking for 
a place to dispose of their 
Christmas tree can drop 
them off at Butte Park.

The city of Hermiston is 
once again taking trees at 
the park, on the south side of 
the parking lot. No artifi cial 
trees will be accepted, and 
trees must be free of orna-
ments, lights, tinsel and other 
decorations.

Trees will be accepted 
through Jan. 31, after which 
RDO Equipment and Ver-
meer will assist the city in 
turning the trees into mulch 
to be used in city parks 
throughout the year.

Hermiston traffi c 
stop yields grenade

HERMISTON — Herm-
iston Police Department 
called out the Oregon State 
Police bomb squad early 
Monday morning after an 
offi cer located a grenade 
inside a vehicle during a 
traffi c stop.

Hermiston Police Chief 
Jason Edmiston said that he 
did not know yet whether the 
grenade was inert, but OSP 
will report back on its status 
after destroying it.

A few minutes after mid-
night, an offi cer stopped a 
1992 Ford Explorer on West 
Beech Avenue. The driver 
fl ed on foot. After being 
unable to locate the driver, 
the offi cer checked the vehi-
cle, where drugs, scales, a 
cellphone and grenade were 
found.

Per police protocol, the 
grenade was treated as pos-
sibly live and the area was 
blocked off, while OSP 
retrieved it and took it away 
for disposal.

HPD is working to deter-
mine who may have been the 
driver of the vehicle.

OSP investigating 
hit-and-run killing 
of woman near M-F

MILTON-FREEWATER 
— Oregon State Police are 
investigating a hit and run 
that killed a Walla Walla, 
Washington, woman near 
Milton-Freewater Sunday 
morning.

Alicia Bernhardt, 20, was 
struck and killed near mile-
post 31 on Highway 11 by 
what is believed to be a blue 
2002 or 2003 Honda Accord 
that was traveling north-
bound, according to a press 
release. Police were con-
tacted at about 3:30 a.m. and 
the vehicle fl ed the scene 
before emergency personnel 
arrived.

Bernhardt sustained fatal 
injuries and was pronounced 
dead.

The release stated that 
the Accord should have sus-
tained damage to the front 
corner of its passenger side 
and is now missing its pas-
senger-side mirror.

Oregon State Police asks 
anyone with information to 
contact them at 1-800-442-
2068, or *OSP on mobile 
devices. Those with infor-
mation should refer to 
Senior Trooper Dan Chich-
ester with the case number 
SP-20004675.

According to the release, 
the Milton-Freewater Police 
Department and Oregon 
Department of Transporta-
tion also assisted OSP.

— EO Media Group
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PENDLETON — Some-
where Mal Hancock’s 
mother was smiling.

Hancock walked in the 
front door of St. Anthony 
Hospital on Friday and 
headed to the Family Birth-
ing Center where Sierra 
and Cody Kenaga gazed at 
their newborn son. Sleep-
ing serenely in Sierra’s arms 
was St. Anthony’s fi rst baby 
of the decade, Sage Rock-
ford, born at 9 p.m. on the 
dot Thursday.

He was perfect. Ten fi n-
gers, 10 toes. Twenty inches 
long. Six pounds, 6 ounces. 
The younger brother to a 
3-year-old big sister.

Hancock was about to 
make it even better, if one 
could believe that was even 
possible. She peeked into 
the room and asked if she 
could enter.

“Oh, he’s so tiny,” Han-
cock gushed over Sage. 
“Look at him.”

The new parents invited 
her inside. Hancock 
wheeled in a cart with two 
fabric boxes, one adorned 
by a monkey and the other 
with an elephant. Inside was 
a treasure trove of new baby 
gifts. The contents included 
a teddy bear, a fl eece 
romper, a hand-crocheted 
cap, gift cards, photo album 
and numerous other items.

Hancock pulled a satiny 
white quilt from one of the 
boxes and laid it on Sierra’s 
lap. She explained.

“This quilt was hand-
made just for your baby by 
my mom’s best friend,” Han-
cock said. “My mom was a 
nurse here at the birth center 
years ago. One of her proj-
ects was gathering dona-
tions for the New Year’s 
baby. My mom passed away 
from cancer in November.”

Hancock’s mom, Jose-
phine (Jo) Smith, gave up the 
project with sadness after 
she retired about 19 years 
ago, but always missed it. 
Before her death, her daugh-
ter made her a promise.

“I told her this was some-
thing I wanted to start back 

up in her memory,” Han-
cock said. “She got tears in 
her eyes.”

After Smith’s death, Han-
cock got busy. She works 
as internal auditor for the 
Wildhorse Resort & Casino, 
so she didn’t have a lot of 
time. Family, friends and 
an assortment of businesses 
came through, however, and 
“I got twice as much as I 
thought I would.” A teen-
ager knitted a cap for the 
baby and her mom’s friend 
(who insisted on remain-
ing anonymous) created 
the quilt. Hancock held up 
a tiny T-shirt emblazoned 
with “I’m glad to be out, I 
was running out of womb.”

The couple laughed as 
they read the shirt.

On this day as she deliv-
ered the new baby gifts, 
Hancock thought again of 
her mother, who had packed 
much into her almost 80 
years. A 1958 Pendle-
ton High School graduate, 
Smith clerked at a grocery 
store, worked as a telephone 
operator, drove a wheat 
truck, cooked at Washing-
ton Elementary School, 
PHS and St. Anthony Hos-
pital. Finally, the mother 
of three became a certi-
fi ed nursing assistant in the 
birthing center.

Sierra and Cody smiled 
as they received the gifts 
and heard about Hancock’s 
mother. The only thing that 
could improve this moment 
would be the presence of 
their daughter, Harper, who 
wasn’t allowed into the 
birthing center. As a pre-
ventive measure during fl u 
season, only those 13 and 
older may enter the unit. 
However, the couple had 
made Harper a video star-
ring her new brother and 
posted it for her to view.

As Hancock left the little 
family, she looked happy, 
like she understood exactly 
why her mom so much 
loved collecting and pre-
senting fi rst-baby-of-the-
year gifts.

“This was a project,” 
Hancock said, “that was 
near and dear to my mom’s 
heart.”

St. Anthony Hospital welcomes fi rst baby
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Cody and Sierra Kenaga gaze at their newborn son. Sage, the 

fi rst baby of the decade at St. Anthony Hospital, was born 

Thursday at 9 p.m.
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UMATILLA COUNTY 
— The Umatilla County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce has taken 
the lead role in investigat-
ing the crash that took the 
life of a Hermiston teen-
ager on New Year’s Day.

Brett Jewett, 16, a soph-
omore at Hermiston High 
School, was killed in a 
two-vehicle car crash on 
Jan. 1 along Highway 207 
outside of Echo. Last week, 
the sheriff’s offi ce released 
limited information regard-
ing the crash. Information 
released at the time by the 
sheriff’s offi ce didn’t con-
tain any details about the 
vehicles involved or the 
people driving them.

Umatilla County Sher-
iff Terry Rowan confi rmed 
Monday the identities of 
the drivers.

Brett’s sister Madison 
Jewett, 18, of Hermiston, 
was driving the 2007 Gray 
Ford Escape he was a pas-
senger in, and Rene Rome-
ro-Briseno, 60, of Heppner, 
was driving a 1999 Ford 
Expedition.

Madison Jewett was 
transported to Good Shep-

herd Hospital and released 
that night.

The sheriff’s offi ce pro-
vided no other information, 
but a safety log entry from 
Jan. 2 referred to the crash 
as a “head-on collision.”

“I don’t know if I can 
provide anything more at 
this point. There’s a con-
siderable amount of scien-
tifi c data to gather to sort 
of put the pieces of the puz-
zle together. I’m hesitant to 
put anything else out at this 
time,” Rowan said.

He added that no cita-
tions have been issued and 
that the cause of the crash 
has yet to be determined 
because the investigation is 
ongoing.

Because the crash 
occurred on a state road-
way, typically the Oregon 
State Police would take 
the reins in investigating. 
But law enforcement offi -
cials said that because Brett 
Jewett is the son of OSP 
Trooper Brian Jewett, the 
sheriff’s offi ce has been 
named the lead agency 
instead.

Rowan said that the 
offi ce is working in coop-
eration with OSP, and that 
two accident reconstruc-
tion teams are currently 
working to determine what 
may have caused the fatal 
crash.

Sheriff’s offi ce 
investigating crash
New Year’s 
Day crash killed 
Hermiston teen
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IMAC ANNUAL MEETING and
SPAGHETTI DINNER

Saturday, January 11, 2020
6:00 pm • $6 per person

Strokes Landing/Senior Center
195 Opal Place, Irrigon, OR

Tickets available from Don and Donna Eppenbach (541-922-3197) 
and senior meal site on Mondays.  

Uncut Gems (R)
4:10p 7:00p 9:50p   

Star Wars: The Rise 
of Skywalker (PG13)  
3:20p* 5:50p 6:30p 9:00p 
9:40p

Jumanji: 
The Next Level (PG13)
4:00p 6:50p 9:30p

Cats (PG) 
7:10p 

Richard Jewell (R)
4:20p 9:40p

1/6 - 1/7
Cineplex Show Times

* Matinee Pricing

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850
Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

$5 Classic Movie  
Showing Wednesday  @ 12p

On the Waterfront

“It’s not what we do, it’s

     who we choose to be.”

Read About How We are Working Together to be a  

  Healthier Community Today and

HealthyMC.org

Where healthier is happening...
Boardman | Heppner |  Ione | Irrigon | Lexington 541-676-9133

Strive to be your First Choice for 

quality, compassionate, local care 

and lead the way in promoting 

wellness and improving health in 

Morrow County.

Maximize the value of our 

relationships with community 

and regional partners through 

initiatives that promote health and 

bring valuable health services to 

Morrow County residents.

Advance the quality of care 

provided in each patient 

care area while enhancing 

your patient and customer 

service experience.

Ensure that our facilities, technol-

ogy and infrastructure, as well as 

our workforce of employees and 

volunteers will continue to meet 

the needs of our communities to-

day, and for generations to come.

Solar Shades, Screens, 

Retractable Awnings & More!
“Enhancing the Art of Outdoor Living”

NW
Shade Co LLC

www.nwshadeco.com
102 E Columbia Dr. Kennewick 99336

509-308-1354 License #188965


