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Oregon snowpack well below normal heading into 2020

By GEORGE PLAVEN
Capital Press

SALEM — Early sea-
son snowfall is lagging again
across Oregon, potentially
foreshadowing another dry
and difficult summer ahead
for farmers and ranchers.

But as 2019 proved, things
can turn around quickly, giv-
ing plenty of reason for hope.

According to the USDA
Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service, Oregon’s
snow-water equivalent — the
amount of water contained
within snow — is just 45%
of normal statewide. Every
water basin is measuring
below average for snow, with
the exception of the Owyhee
Basin in Southeast Oregon,
which is holding up at 117%
of normal.

The lowest totals are in
the Hood, Sandy and Lower
Deschutes basins at 25% of
normal, and the Willamette
Basin at 26%.

Mountain snowpack
is crucial for replenishing
streams and reservoirs for
farms and fish, especially in
Eastern Oregon. As snow
melts, it trickles down into
creeks and rivers, sustaining
healthy stream flows while
providing irrigation water for
crops and livestock.

Scott Oviatt, snow sur-
vey supervisor for NRCS
Oregon, said the agency will
release its first water sup-

ply outlook report by Jan. 10.
Based on the current lack of
snow, Oviatt said he antici-
pates lower water availability
earlier in the spring, though
there is still time to rebound.
“We’re not in panic mode
yet,” Oviatt said. “It is early
in the (water) year. .. We
can see some improvement,
depending on conditions.”
The water year, as defined
by hydrologists, begins on
Oct. 1 and runs through Sept.
30 of the following calendar
year. November and Decem-
ber are typically much cooler
and wetter months for Ore-
gon, Oviatt said, however,
most of the state’s 90 snow
monitoring sites are mea-

suring less than 8 inches of
snow-water equivalent.

Perhaps more concerning,
overall precipitation includ-
ing rain is averaging just
50% of normal statewide.
The Oregon Water Resources
Department reports  that
November in particular was
one of the top five driest
months on record for North-
west Oregon.

Racquel Rancier, spokes-
woman for OWRD, said that
average stream flows were
just 40% of normal statewide
as of Dec. 30.

“We certainly would like
to see better and more con-
sistent stream flows and a
greater snowpack at this
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A skiff of snow covers the foothills of the Blue Mountains on Thanksgiving morning.

point,” Rancier said. “Condi-
tions need to greatly improve
in the coming months in
order to have a more normal
water year.”

The U.S. Drought Mon-
itor shows nearly 98%
of Oregon listed in some
stage of drought, ranging
from “abnormally dry” to
“moderate.”

Conditions were much the
same at this time last year,
too, when snowpack was
just 42% of normal levels in
early January. Then came
February, which brought
drought-busting winter
storms that dumped several
feet of snow at higher eleva-
tions and boosted snow-water
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equivalent by 20-30%.

With two-thirds of win-
ter still to go, Oviatt said he is
optimistic for improvement.

“At this point, our mes-
sage will be to watch the con-
ditions,” he said. “Let’s just
hope for improvement at this
point.”

Snow-water  equivalent
is measured using what is
known as a “snow pillow,”
made out of a synthetic rub-
ber and filled with an organic
antifreeze solution. As snow
falls, it compresses the pil-
low and a sensor measures
the pressure in real time,
which is used to calculate the
amount of water in the snow.

The data is then com-
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pared with a 30-year average
between 1981-2010 to come
up with a percent of normal.

Between the  “‘snow-
mageddon” of February and
drier-than-usual November,
Opviatt said increasingly large
and unpredictable swings in
weather variability are mak-
ing it harder for the NRCS to
accurately predict water sup-
plies until later in the season.

That could lead to changes
in modeling, Oviatt said,
though he did not elaborate.

“It’s a changing world,” he
said. “We’re trying to keep
up with technology as our
partner agencies are doing.
It’s an ongoing process at this
point.”
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New Congressional seat for
Oregon likely after 2020 census

By JEFF MAPES
Oregon Public Broadcasting

SALEM — As the nation
heads into the 2020 census,
Oregon appears more likely
than ever to gain a sixth con-
gressional seat, according to
new population estimates.

The Census Bureau esti-
mates released Monday
show that Oregon’s popula-
tion growth — while slowing
in the past year — remains
strong enough to put the
state in line for another seat.

“I think you’re proba-
bly looking good” to gain
an additional seat, said
Kimball Brace, president
of Election Data Services
of Virginia. His firm uses
several different models to
project how congressional
seats may be apportioned,
and he said all of them show

a sixth seat for Oregon.
However, he and other
forecasters  caution that
some uncertainties remain.
There’s been controversy
over whether some immi-
grant communities will be
hesitant to participate in
the 2020 census given the
Trump administration’s
moves to crack down on
illegal immigration. And a
major natural disaster or big
economic shock could also
have a sudden impact on
the state’s population. Brace
said California is on the
verge of losing a congressio-
nal seat for the first time in
that state’s history, particu-
larly if there’s an undercount
among immigrants there.
The new estimates show
Oregon grew by 0.9%
between July 1, 2018, and
July 1, 2019, to a total popu-

lation of 4,217,737. The state
came close to gaining a sixth
seat in 2010, and the state’s
growth since then has been
relatively strong.

Under current law, it’s the
job of the Oregon Legisla-
ture and Gov. Kate Brown to
redraw district lines for both
Congress and for legislative
seats. However, the Ore-
gon League of Women Vot-
ers and several other groups
want to put an initiative
on the ballot next year that
would turn the job over to an
independent commission.

Four of Oregon’s five con-
gressional seats are now held
by Democrats. Both major
political parties have been
looking at how they could
draw the lines of a new
district to maximize their
chances of winning an addi-
tional seat.

CORRECTIONS: The East Oregonian works hard to be accurate and sincerely
regrets any errors. If you notice a mistake in the paper, please call 541-966-0818.

UMATILLA COUNTY MEMORIES

APICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE MID-1800s THROUGH 1939

Heirloom quality, 144 pages ¢ Historic photos of Umatilla County from the
mid-1800s through 1939 « Books are selling quickly — order yours today!

Learn more and order online at

UMATILLA

MEMORIES

COUNTY

Hardcooer book
Limited supply

$44.95

plus tax & shipping

q0s  0s | Os 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 705 80s | 90s |d00s [Fii0s] Umatilla. PictorialBook.com EAST OREGONI AN
ARRAREERRRN B Ty Vv v
NNNN %% Lt XA T vy A aa A2 ) O or call 800-522-0255
showers t-storms  rain  flurries  snow ice coldfront ~ warmfront stationary front high low
Subscriber services: ADVERTISING Classified & Legal Advertising

F AST ( )REGONIAN

— Founded Oct. 16, 1875 —

211 S.E. Byers Ave., Pendleton 541-276-2211
333 E. Main St., Hermiston 541-567-6211
Office hours: Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For mail delivery, online access, vacation stops
or delivery concerns call 1-800-522-0255 ext. 1

« Christopher Rush

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Local home delivery Savings (cover price)

Advertising Manager:
+ Angela Treadwell

Regional Publisher and Revenue Director:

541-278-2669 - crush@eomediagroup.com

541-966-0827 - atreadwell@eastoregonian.com

NEWS

1-800-962-2819 or 541-278-2678
classifieds@eastoregonian.com or legals@eastoregonian.com

« To submit news tips and press releases:

call 541-966-0818 or email news@eastoregonian.com

« To submit community events, calendar items and Your EO News:
email community@eastoregonian.com or call Tammy Malgesini

Closed major holidays

EastOregonian.com

To subscribe, call 1-800-522-0255
or go online to EastOregonian.com
and click on ‘Subscribe’

East Oregonian (USPS 164-980) is published daily except Sunday,
Monday and postal holidays, by the EO Media Group, 211 S.E. Byers
Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801. Periodicals postage paid at Pendleton, OR.
Postmaster: send address changes to
East Oregonian, 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801.
Copyright © 2020, EO Media Group

EZPay

52 weeks
26 weeks
13 weeks

$13/month 60 percent
$173.67 41 percent
$91.86 38 percent
$47.77 36 percent

*EZ Pay = one-year rate with a monthly credit

or debit card/check charge

Single copy price:
$1.50 Tuesday through Saturday

Circulation Dept.
800-781-3214

Multimedia Consultants:

« Lora Jenkins

541-276-2214 - ljenkins@eastoregonian.com

- Jeanne Jewett

541-564-4531 - jjewett@eastoregonian.com

« Audra Workman

541-564-4538 - aworkman@eastoregonian.com
Business Office Coordinator

« Dayle Stinson

541-278-2670 - dstinson@eastoregonian.com

at 541-564-4539 or Renee Struthers at 541-966-0818.

- To submit engagements, weddings and anniversaries:

email rstruthers@eastoregonian.com or visit eastoregonian.
com/community/announcements

« To submit sports or outdoors information or tips:
541-966-0838 - sports@eastoregonian.com

Business Office Manager:
541-966-0824

COMMERCIAL PRINTING
Production Manager: Mike Jensen
541-215-0824 - mjensen@eastoregonian.com




