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UMATILLA — Tyler 
Blewett’s days as the acting 
superintendent at Two Rivers 
Correctional Institution are 
over.

Blewett is here to stay.
Last week, Oregon Depart-

ment of Corrections Director 
Colette Peters announced in 
an email to staff that Blewett 
would take the reins of the 
prison without the “interim” 
title.

His appointment to super-
intendent follows a move into 
the interim leadership role in 
June, after former superin-
tendent Troy Bowser went on 
administrative leave during 
an investigation and eventu-
ally resigned in September.

According to the DOC, 
Blewett began his career 
with Oregon DOC as a cor-
rectional offi cer at the Snake 
River Correctional Institu-
tion in Malheur County in 
2007, eventually becoming a 
captain.

He moved on from the 

s e c u r i t y 
ranks at 
SRCI to take 
a plant man-
ager role at 
the Umatilla 
prison before 
being named 
acting superintendent this 
summer.

Blewett helped implement 
and continue multiple pro-
grams at TRCI, including the 
Peer-to-Peer Lead Mentorship 
Program.

“He has fostered posi-
tive working relationships 
amongst the different sections 
at TRCI and encourages them 
to work collaboratively on a 
daily basis,” stated Peters and 
deputy director at the DOC, 
Heidi Steward.

Bowser’s investigation 
launched in April, and was 
sparked by a number of com-

plaints about Bowser — 
hired to the position in 2017 
— who reportedly made 
derogatory remarks about 
veteran staff at TRCI and a 
sexist comment aimed at a 
female employee. He also 
reportedly ignored a sexual 
assault reported by another 
employee. Following his res-
ignation, Bowser declined to 
request a name-clearing hear-
ing, according to the Oregon 
DOC.

At the time of his depar-
ture, Bowser made nearly 
$160,000 a year, according to 
Betty Bernt, communications 
manager at the Oregon DOC. 
Blewett’s salary is currently 
more than $130,000 a year.

Built in 2000, TRCI is a 
multi-custody institution in 
Umatilla, and houses around 
1,800 adults according to the 
Oregon DOC.

TRCI hires new superintendant 

Blewett

Ducks take fl ight

Staff  photo by Ben Lonergan

Ducks take fl ight over Clearview Pond in Pendleton on Friday morning. The small pond,

located near Eastern Oregon Correctional Institute, was deeded to Clearview Disability 

Resource Center by Gale and Eileen Marshal for the development of a wheelchair-acces-

sible fi shing hole in 2018.

Police fi nd missing 
Hermiston woman

HERMISTON — The 
Umatilla County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce located a Hermiston 
woman on Friday after she 
went missing earlier that 
morning.

Marlene Jackson, 83, 
was found safe and was 
with family Friday after 
walking down her driveway 
at West Nelson Lane around 
1:30 a.m. and not returning.

Authorities initially sent 
out a press release asking 
for the public to be on the 
lookout for Jackson, who 
had been last seen by a fam-
ily member wearing a dark 
blue jacket and plaid pajama 
pants, black tennis shoes, 
and was carrying her purse.

M-F library to 
host census job 
recruitment event

MILTON-FREEWA-
TER — A Census job 
recruitment meet-and-
greet is planned at the 

Milton-Freewater Pub-
lic Library for those who 
would like to work as cen-
sus takers.

The event will be held 
Wednesday, Jan. 15, 2020, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the library’s Albee Room, 
8 S.E. Eighth St.

The Census is hiring 
people ages 18 and over, 
and training will begin in 
late January and early Feb-
ruary. The job runs through 
July and August, and pays 
$16 per hour and 58 cents 
per mile.

Those interested in 
applying, but not able to 
attend the event in Mil-
ton-Freewater, can call 855-
JOB-2020, or apply online 
at 2020census.gov/jobs.

Oregon Emergency 
Communications 
tax rate to increase 

SALEM — The Oregon 
Emergency Communica-
tions tax rate will increase 
from 75 cents to $1 begin-
ning Jan. 1. This is the 
fi rst increase to the 911 tax 

since 1995.
Phone companies and 

retailers are required to col-
lect the tax and pay it to the 
Oregon Department of Rev-
enue. The 911 tax provides 
about 24% of the total oper-
ating costs for 911 centers in 
Oregon.

Examples of products or 
services subject to the 911 
tax include landline tele-
phone service, voice over 
internet protocol (VoIP) ser-
vice, and wireless telephone 
prepaid or postpaid service.

Examples of products 
or services not subject to 
the 911 tax include phone 
accessories, such as batter-
ies, chargers and phone cov-
ers as well as ringtones and 
long-distance phone cards.

For more information on 
the state 911 program and 
how Oregon 911 tax revenue 
is used, see “Emergency 
Communications Tax” on 
the Oregon Offi ce of Emer-
gency Management website: 
www.oregon.gov/oem/911/
Pages/911-Tax-Distribution.
aspx.

— EO Media Group
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UMATILLA COUNTY 
— Each holiday season, fund-
raisers and donation drives 
aid the missions of nonprofi t 
organizations throughout the 
community. But what hap-
pens when the season of giv-
ing is over?

“A lot of people during the 
holidays are reuniting with 
family, they have a sense of 
community and feel the need 
to donate,” said Kathryn 
Chaney, executive director of 
Domestic Violence Services 
in Umatilla County. “After 
the holidays, there might be 
a lull.”

But the ebb and fl ow isn’t 
a bad thing for an organi-
zation providing support to 
domestic violence survivors. 
After all, the amount of cloth-
ing needed to support people 
through the winter months 
is a little higher than what’s 
required other times of the 
year.

“We always need things 
throughout the year — 
underwear, sanitary prod-
ucts, blankets,” Chaney said. 
“This time of year, we also 
need coats and hats.”

She added that because 
holidays can be cold, and a 
particularly emotional time 
of year, the need for shel-
ter away from a domes-
tic violence situation can be 
heightened.

“It’s emotionally gratify-
ing to have a place to go this 
time of year,” she said. “It’s a 
good feeling.

For Eastern Oregon Mis-
sion’s Agape House in Herm-
iston, the story is a little 
different.

“November and Decem-
ber are our biggest months for 
people to give,” said Cathy 
Putnam, interim director of 
the organization.

Each year, Agape House is 
the site of Christmas Express, 
a program put on by city 
employees to provide people 
in need with gifts and food. 
Usually, the event reaches 
500 families. Putnam said 
this year, the event served 
fewer than 400, and the orga-
nization is not sure why.

Putnam said Agape House 

is in awe of how generous the 
community is in providing 
support to the organization.

“We’re just stewards of 
what is given to us,” she said.

Putnam added that Agape 
House’s needs are often 
greatest, not during the holi-
days, but during fall.

“At the beginning of the 
school year, we’re really in 
need of school clothes,” she 
said. “A lot of times parents 
won’t have the furniture they 
need when they’re new to 
town.”

And when the organi-
zation is accepting larger 
items like furniture, Putnam 
said, they’ve been increas-
ingly careful about what they 
accept.

“We’re trying to be good 
stewards; if it’s not usable, 
we have to pay to get it taken 
away,” she said. “We’re ask-
ing people to think about if 
it’s something they would 
still use.”

Marilyn Johnson, who 
coordinates the Outreach 
Food Pantry in Pendleton, 
said this winter the Pendle-
ton School District donated 
nearly 4,000 pounds of food 
to the organization.

“We get these massive 
infl ows,” she said. “But 
this community always has 
donated food throughout 
the year. We get donations 
almost daily.”

Johnson said the need in 
Pendleton is increasing — 
not just this December, but 
every day.

“We have not had one 
shift in 2019 that hasn’t seen 
newcomers,” she said. “A lot 

of them have been here for a 
while in the community.”

She added that monthly 
shipments from the Ore-
gon Food Bank branch at 
CAPECO helps bolster the 
rise and fall of seasonal 
donations.

“That’s the one depend-
able shipment we know we’re 
going to get,” she said.

It’s not all human needs 
organizations that see upticks 
in giving during the holidays.

Michelle Glynn, manager 
at Pendleton Animal Welfare 
Shelter, noted December is 
a time of heavy donations to 
the organization.

“I’ve seen quite an 
increase during the holidays. 
We need all the donations we 
can get, and especially during 
the spring,” she said.

Each spring, PAWS espe-
cially needs cat litter due to 
an infl ux of kittens.

And while the donations 
fl ow freely during winter, 
she said the adoption and sur-
render rates stay roughly the 
same.

Fuzzball Animal Rescue 
in Hermiston has received a 
few calls about people look-
ing to surrender their pets, 
and the organization has 
picked up a few strays near 
Christmastime, too, board 
member Robin Barker said.

But adoptions are slow.
“People are looking for 

puppies and kittens at Christ-
mas, and most of our rescues 
are older than that,” she said. 
“We’re terribly overloaded. 
The community is very sup-
portive of us, but people don’t 
want to adopt (animals).”

Helping after the holidays
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Volunteer Doug Alvarez loads a box of food into the back of 

a vehicle during the Christmas Express on Dec. 17, 2018, at 

Agape House in Hermiston.

Star Wars: The Rise 
of Skywalker (PG13)  
12:10p* 3:20p* 
5:50p 6:30p 9:40p   

Uncut Gems (R)
1:00* 4:10 7:00 9:50

Jumanji: 
The Next Level (PG13)
1:10p* 4:00p 6:50p 9:30p

Cats (PG) 
11:40* 2:10* 4:40 7:10 9:40 

Richard Jewell (R)
12:00* 3:00* 8:50 

12/27-12/31
Cineplex Show Times

* Matinee Pricing

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850
Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

$5 Classic Movie  
Showing Wednesday  @ 12p

Caddyshack

Saagers Shoe Shop

WINTER CLEARANCE 
SALE in progress! 

Mon - Sat: 9 AM - 6 PM  Sun: 12 PM - 4 PM
613 N. Main St., Milton-Freewater, OR

www.saagershoeshop.com • 541-938-5162

50%-70%

Women’s apparel!
off

SAVE 50%
&
Up
To

Men/Women’s 
Shoes!

off

Boots, flats, casuals, booties, clogs, 
athletic, trail shoes and boots,

 dress shoes, performance comfort, 
hiking boots and more!

Huge selection of the finest 
comfort brands and top 

rated performance footwear.


